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INTRODUCTION. 



xUE subsequent little Work owes its rise and 
pTOgTe9s to very trifliDg circumstances. 

ki the early part of my life, having read many 
books jn ^sivour of Ghosts and Spectral Appear-^ 
ancesy the recollection remained so strong in my 
mind, that, for yean after, the dread of phantoms 
bore irresistible sway. This dread continued till 
about my twenty-third year, when the following 
simple afiair luUy convinced me, how necessary it 
mi» thortmghly to investigate everi^ thing ^ih?Lt 
tended tcr supernatural agency, lest idle fear 
should gain a total ascendancy over my mind* 

About this period, I had apartments in a large 
old-fashioned country mansion. From my bl^d* 
chamber was a secret door leading to a private 
staircase, which communicated with some of the 
lower robmsl This door was fastened both within 
and without; consequently all fear of intrusion 
from that quarter was entirely removed. How-* 
a ever. 
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ever, at times» I could not help ruminating on the 
malpractices that might have been Committed by 
evil-disposed persons, through this communica- 
tion ; and " busy meddling fancy" v^as fertile in 
conjuring up imaginary ^horrors. Every thing, 
however, was quiet, and agreeable to my wishes, 
for some months after my arrival. One moon- 
light night, in the month of June^ I retired to my 
bed, full of thought, but slept soundly till about 
one o'dock ; when I awoke, and discovered, by the 
help of the moon which shone full in my room, a 
tall figure in white, with arms extended; at the 
foot of my bed. Fear and astonishment over- 
powered me for a few seconds; I gazed on it 
with terror, and was afraid to move. At length I 
. had courage to take a second peep at this disturber 
of my rest, and still continued much alarmed, and 
irresolute how to act. I hesitated whether to 
speak to the figure, or arouse the family^ The 
first idea I considered as a dangerous act of hero- 
ism ; the latter, as a risk of . being laughed at, 
should ihe subject of my story not prove superna- 
tural. Therefore, after taking a third view of the 
phantom, I mustered up all my resolution, jumped 
out of bed, and boldly went up^ to the figure, 
grasped it round ^^d round, and found it incorpo- 
real. I then looked at it again, and felt it again ; 
when, reader, judge of my astonishment — this 

ghostly 
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ghostly spectre proved to be nothing more than *a 
large new flannel dressing-gown which had been sent 
homd to m^ in the course of the day, and which 
had been hung on some pegs against the wainscot 
at the foot of my bed.* One arm accidentally 
crossed two or three of the adjoining pegs, 'and 
the other was nearly parallel by coming in con- 
tact with some article of furniture which stood 
near. Now the mystery was developed: this 
dreadful hobgoblin, which a few minutes before I 
began to think was an aerial being, or sprite, and 
which must have gained admission either through 
the key-hole, or under the door, turned out to be 
my own garment, I smiled at my groundless fears^ 
was pleased with my resolution, returned light- 
hearted to my bed, and moralized nearly the whole 
of the night on the simplicity^ of s( great patrt 
of mankind^ in being so credulous as to believe 
every idle tale, or conceive every noise to be a 
spectre, without first duly examining into causes. 
• This very trifling accident was of great service 
to me as I travelled onward through life. Similar 
circumstances transpired. Screams, and shades, 
I encountered; which always, upon due investi- 
^tion» ended in" trifles light as air." ''- 

Nor did the good end here. My story circu- 
lated, and put other young men upon the alert, ta 
guard agaiiist similar delusions. They likewise 
a 2 imparted 
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imparted to me their ghostly encounters, and 
those I thought deserving of record I always coni' 
mitted to writing; and, as many of them are well 
authenticated &cts, and both instructive and 
amusing, they form a part of the volume now 
presented to the Public. 

The other stories are selected from history, and 
respectable publications ; forming in the whole, I 
hope, an antidote against a too credulous belief in 
every village tafe, or old gossip's story. 

Though I candidly acknowledge to have re- 
ceived great pleasure in forming this Collection, 
1 would by no means wish it to be imagined, that I 
am sceptical in my opinions, or entirely disbelieve 
and set my face against all apparitional record* 
No ; I do believe that, for certain purposes, andt 
on certain and all-'wise occasions, such things 
are, and have been permitted by the Almighty; 
but by no means do I believe they are suffered to 
appear h^f so frequently as our modern ghost- 
mongers manufacture them. Among the various 
idle tales in circulation, nothing is more commoti 
than the prevalent opinion concerning what is ge- 
nerally called a death-watch, and which is vulgarly 
believed to foretel the death of some one in the 
family. " This is," observes a writer in the 
Philosophical Transactions, " a ridiculous fency 
crept into vulgar heads, and employed to terrify 

and 
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and affrighl weak people as a monitor of ap«- 
prosching death/'- Therefore^ to prerent such 
csuaeless fesprs, I shall tak« this oj^ortumty .to 
vod^ceive the ivorld, by shewing what it is, and 
that no such thing is intended by it. It has ob- 
tained the name of death-watch, by making a 
tittle clinking nbise like a watch; which having 
given some disturbance to a gentleman in his 
cfaaoiber, who was not to be affrighted with such 
vulgar errors, it tempted him to a diligent search 
afler the true cause of this noise, which I shall 
relate in his Own words; 

*' I have been, some time since, accompanied 
with this little noise* One evenitig, 1 sat down by 
a table from whence the noise proceeded^ and laid 
my watch upon the same, and perceived, to my 
admiration, that the sound made by this invisible 
aatonuiton was louder than* that^ of the artificial 
machine. Its vibrations, would fall as regular^ 
but much quicker. Upon a. strict examination, it 
was found to b^ nothing but a little, beetle, or spi- 
der, in the wood of a box.'' Sometimes they are 
fotind iu the plastering of a wall, and at other 
times in a rotten post, or in some old chest or 
trunk ; and the aoise is made by beating its head 
on the subject thatit finds fit for sound. *' The 
little animal that I found," says the gentleman* 
'' was about two lines and a half long, calling a 

line 
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line the eighth part of an inch. The colour was 
a dark brown, wkh spots somewhat lighter, and 
irregularly placed, which could not easily he 
rubbed off." It was sent to the publisher of the 
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal So- 
ciety. 

Some people, influenced by common report, 
have fancied this little animal a spirit sent to ad- 
monish them of their deaths; and, to uphold the 
iancy, tell you of other strange monitors altoge- 
ther as ridiculous. Though, as. I before observed, 
I do not deny but the Almighty may employ un- 
usual methods to warn us at tines of our ap>- 
proaching ends, yet in ^genera), such common 
and uiiaccountable tales are mere nonsense, 
originating from want of a proper investigation, 
and kept alive by an infiituated delight in telling 
strange stories, rendered more ridiculous by reca- 
'pitulation. How charmingly does our poet 
Thomson touch upon this^ subject — 

^ Meantime the TiUai^e rouses ap the fire> 
While, well attested, and as well believM, 
Heand solemn, goes the j^oblin story round; 
Till superstitious horror creeps o'er all.** 

How eautioas* then ought parents and guardians 
to be over their children, and the - young people 
committed to their charge. For, says an elegant 
writer, the superstitious impressions made upon 

their 
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their minds,- by the tales of weaK and ignorant 
peopIe>in their inftncy; a time when the tender 
mind is most apt to receive the impressions of 
error and vice, as well as those of truth and virtue, 
and, having once received either the one or the 
other, is likely to retain them as long as it sub- 
sists in the body. • All these deplorable follies 
proceed from wrong and unworthy apprehensions 
of God's providence, in his care of man, and go- 
vernment of the world. Surely no reasonable 
creature can ever imagine, that the all-wise God - 
diould inspire owls and ravens to hoot out the ele- . 
gies of dying men ; that he should have ordained 
a fatality in numbers, inflict punishment without 
an offence ; and that being one amongst the fatal 
number at a table, should be a crime (though 
contrary to no command) not to be expiated but 
by death! Thus folly, like gunpowder, runs in a 
train from one generation to another, preserved 
and conveyed by the perpetual tradition of tattling 
gossips. 

I now conclude this Introduction ; and, in the 
following pages, shall present my readers witli 
some admirable Essays on the subject, by eminent 
writers : and a Collection of Stories will follow, 
which, I trust, will not only entertain, but like- 
wise convince the thinking part of mankind of 

the 
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the absurdity in believing every silly tale with- 
out first traeing the promulgation to its original 
source ; for - 

** Whatever warms the heart, or fills the bea4> 
As the mind opens, and its functions sprMd, ^ 

' Imagination plies her dangerous art. 
And poors it all upon the pecant part."* 

J.TAYLOR. 



AN 



ESSAY 



GHOSTS AND APPARITIONS. 



LHERE is no folly more predominant, in the 
country at least, than a ri<}icuioQS and superstitious 
fear of ghosts and apparitions. Servants^ nurses, 
old women, and others of the same standard of 
wisdom, to pass away the tediousness of a winter's 
evening, pfeaseand terrify themselves, and the 
childreh who compose their audience, 'with strange 
relations of these things, till they are even afraid of 
.removing their eyes from one another, for fear of 
seeing a pale spectre entering the room. Fright- 
ful ideas raised in the minds of children take' so 
strong a possession of the iaculties, that ^hey 
often remain for ever fixed, and' all the arguments 
of reason are unable to remove them. Hence it. 
B is. 
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18, that so many grown-up people still keep the 
ridiculous fears of their infancy, I know a lady, 
of very good sense in other things^ who, if she is 
kft by herself after ten o'clock at night, will 
feint aiyay at the terror of thinking some horrid 
spectre, with«eyes suuk, mea.gre countenance, and 
threatening aspect, is sts^iding at her elbow. And 
an Officer in the Guards, of my acquaintance, 
who has often, abroad,' shewn no concern in 
marching up .to the mouth of a cannon, fws not 
courage enough to foe in the dark without com- 
pany. As 1 take the fear of ghosts, like aU other 
prejudices, to be imbibed in our infancy, 1 would 
recommend this advice to parents — :to use the 
utmost care, that the miads of theu* children are 
Q(^ vi.tia^d by their servants' tales of ghosts, hob- 
goblins, and bugbears; which, thougih told to 
please, or frighten tbeni into ^p4, seldom fail of 
producing the very worst ejSects* 

Theire are sopie wbo are ghost-mad, and terrify ■ 
themselves, because the Scripture has. mentioned 
the appearance of ghosts. I shall not dispute, 
bvLt, by the power of God, an incorporeal being 
may be visible to human eyes; but then, an all- 
wise Power would not have recourse to a preter* 
natural effect but on some important occasion. 
Therefore, my intention is only to laugh a ridi- 
culous fear out of the world, by shewing on what 

absurd 
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ablnrd md improlbftble foundwtioas tfie 
nature of ghosU.ftsd apparilion» nre b^ilt. 

In the- country » there are generally allowed to 
be two sorts of ghosts;— the vulgar ghost» 9$A ^ 
ghost of dignity. Hie latter is always die spiril 
of Some Lord of the Maiior» or Justiiee of tiba' 
Faace, who, aCill desirous to see how aCsirs f^ 
on in his parish, rattles through it in a coach tAiA 
six, much d[N>at midnight. This ghost h, in 
eveiy res|>ect, the very s^nie man thttt the persfMi 
whom lie repifesents was in his life-tiiiie. Nay, 
the spirit, though incorporeal, has on its body nU 
the marks which the Squire bad on his; the 9G9X 
on the cheek, tlie din4>le on the chin, and twfSBty 
other demonstrative signs, which ate visible t^ 
any old woman in the paris)i» that can jm clmrijf 
madarkmght! 

The ghost keeps up to the character of a good 
old grave gentleman, who is heartily sorry to tbiBk 
his son vi(ill not live upon his estate, but ran* 
bles up to Xondon, and runs it out, perhaps* m 
eatmvagance. He therefore does nothing incon^ 
sistent with the gravity of bis character; but, still 
relaining the generous heart of a true Briton, 
keeps up his equipage, and loves good living and> 
hospitality; for, a' little time, after the coapb aai 
six has, with a soletnn ramble, passed trough 
^village into his own CQurt-ya]:d, there is a 
B 2 , great 
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gfeat iMHse heard is the house, of servants run« 
ning up and down stairs, the jacks going, and a 
great dattering of plates and dishes. Thus he 
spends an honr or two every midnight, in living 
wetly after hehas been some years dead; but is 
complaisant enough to leave every thing, at his 
departure, in the same position that he found 
them. ^ 

There is scarcely a -little town in all England, 
Irat has an old female spirit appertaining to it, 
who, in her high*crown hat, nicely clean linen, and 
red pdttiooat, has been viewed by half the parish. 
This article of dress is of mighty concern among 
some ghosts ; wherefore a skilful and Jearned apr 
parition writer, in the Preface of Drelincourt on 
Death, makes a very pious ghost talk to a lady 
upon the important subject of scouring a mantua. 
Before. I leave my , ghost of dignity, I must take 
notice of some who delight to seem as formi- 
dable as possible, and who are not content with 
appearing without heads themselves, but their 
eoachmen s^nd horses must be without their's too, 
and the coach itself frequently all on fire. These 
spirits, I know not for what reason, are univer- 
^ sally allowed to have been people qf' first tjuality, 
and courtiers. 

As for the vulgar ghost, it seldom appears in 

its own bodily likeness, unless it be with a throat 

' ' cut 
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cnt fimn car to «ar, or a wbdin^siieet ; bot 
bombly contents itself with the body of a white 
horse, that gallops over the meadows wIthoHt 
legs, and grazes without a head. On other occiio 
sions, it takes the appearance of a black shock 
dog, which, with great goggle, glaring eyes, staras 
you full m the face, but never hurts you; more, 
than unmannerly pushing you from the wall* 
Sometimes a friendly . ghost ' surprises you with 
a hand as cold as clay; at other tinies, that same 
ghostly hand gives three solemn raps, with several 
particularities, according to. the, different disposi* 
tions of the ghost. . ' 

The' chief reason which calls them back agaia 
to visit the world'by night, is their fondness for 
some old broad pieces, or a pot of money, they 
buried in.their life-time i and they cannot rest to 
have it lie' useless, therefore the gold raises them 
before the resurrection. 

Mr. Addison's charming Essay, in the Spectator, 
is so applicable and prefatory to a work of this 
nature, that we cannot resist inserting that inimi- 
table production in his own words. 

" Going to din^," says he, " with an old ac- 
quaintance, I bads the misfortune to find his whole 
family very much dejected. Upon asking him the 
occasion of it, he told me that his wife had dreamt 
a strange dream the night before, which th^y 
B 3 were 
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. trere afraid porUnd^ some mfirortiine to th«B»- 
Mi«re6 Of to their 'childreD^ At her eonhig »K» 
the room, I observed a settled mehBidlM>ly in heir 
cottiit^nanee, which I shouid have been trouMe^l 
lbr« had I not hesird Iton whence it proceeded. 
We were no sooner sat down, but, aAer faavmi^ 
kP^d opon me a hitle while, ' My dbar/ say»- 
shey turning to. her husb^md, * yon mtf now se^ 

' the stMmger that was in the eandle last digfat.' 
Socps alter thm, as l^y began to laft of family 
ttkxn, a HtUe boy «l the lower end of the taMe 
tohl her, that he wa» to go into johi^faatid' Ott 
Thursday. < Thursday!' says she; * M, cMM; 
if itj^easeOKiMl; yon sfaaH not begin np6n Cb\l>^ 
demm^-daryr tell your writkig-maBM'; l^talttM^ 
witf be soon enough/ i was reflecting with my- 
Hit on this oddkieas of her fiaincy, ^Aidf wctodeirhig 
liMt any body wo^ establish it as a rule to 
lose a day in every week. In the mldlst df these 
mj musings, she desired me to reach her » 
Mtde salt upon the point of my fcnMe, which 1 
did in snch a trepidaticm and hurry of obedience^ 
tliat I let it drop by the way; at which i^ imme- 
diately startled, and said it fell' tbi^strds her. 
Upon this I looked very blwEik; and, observfeg 
the concern of the whole table, began fo con- 
sider, myself, with some confusiM,. as a per^n 
that bad brought a disaster upon the family. 

The 



AXD APPARITIONS. 19 

The Tady, however, recovering herstelf after a 
little sjmce, said to her husband, with a sigh, * My 
dear, teisfortbties never come sin^l^/ My friend, 
I fbimd, aicted but an under part at his table ; and ^ 
beihg a man Of more goOd-nature than under^ 
^andfDg^ thinks himself obliged to fdil in with 
aH the passions and httmobrs of his yoke^fellow; 
^ Bo ik>t yefu remember, child,' said she, ' that the 
pigeon-house fell the tery aftenioon that oilr 6aite^ 
less weikdi spilt the .isalt upon the tflble?' ' Yes/ 
says hd, * my dear; and the next post brought us 
an aiccount of tiie batde of Almanca / The reader 
may gikess at the figure I made, after having done 
all this mischief, f di^mtched my dinner as soon 
as I could, witii my usual tacittiruity ; when, to taj 
utter confusion, the lady seeing me 4idtting my 
knife and forii, anc) layii^ them- across one a» 
other upon tiie plate, db^<ed me that I would 
humour her so fiir as( to take them out of that 
figure, and phbee them* side by side. What the 
absurdity was which I had ' committed, I did not 
know, btit I suppose the^e was sOme traditionary 
superstitibn in it; aild therefore, in obedience to 
the lady of thehohse, I disposed of my knife and 
fork in two parallel lines, which is thti figure I 
shall always lay th^m in for the future, though I 
do not know any reason for it.^ 
^ It is not difficult for a man to see that a per- 
B 4 • sob 
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son iias conceived an aversion to bim. For my 
own part, I quickly founds by the lady's looks, 
that she. regarded me as a very odd kind of fellow, 
with an unfortunate aspect. For which reason I 
took my leave immediately after dinner, and with- 
drew t-y my own lodgmgs.. Upon my return 
•bome> I fell intp k profound contemplation on the > 
evik that attend these, superstitious £[>llies of mai^- 
kind ; how they subject us to imaginary afBictioDS 
and additional sorrows, that do not properly come 
Within our lot. As if the natural calainities pf 
life were not sufficient £o^ it, we turn the most ia* 
different circumstances into misib|:tnnes, and suffer 
as much from trifling accidents as. from real evils. 
I have known the shooting of a star sj(k)il a night's 
rest; and have seen a' man in love grow pale,, and 
lose his appetite, upon the plucking of a merry- 
thought. A screech-owl at midnight has alarmed 
a family more than a band of robbers; nay, the' 
voice of a cricket hath struck more terror than 
the roaring of a lion. There is nothing so incon- 
siderable, which may not appear dreadj^l to an 
Jmagiaation that- is filled with 'omens and prognos- 
tics. A rusty hail, or a crooked pin, shoot up 
into prodigies. - , 

" I remember, I was once in a mixed assembly, 
that was full of noise and mirth, when on a suddea 
an old woman unluckily observed there were thir- 
teen 
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teea^ of us in coro])any. This remark struck a 
paaic terror into several who were present, inso- 
much that one or two of the ladies were going to 
l^ve the room : but a friend of mine, taking no- 
tice that one of our female companions was big 
with child^ affirmed there were fourteen in the 
room ; siiad tjiat, instead of portending one of the 
company should die»^ it plainly foretold one of 
them should be /borq. Had not my friend found . 
out this expedient to break the omen, 1 question 
not but half the women in the company would . 
have fallen s^ck that very night. 

" An old maid, that is troubled with the vapours, 
produces infinite disturbances of this kind ainong 
her friends and neighbours. I ooee knew a 
maiden aunt, of a great family, who is one of 
these antiquated sybib, that forebodes and pro- 
phesies from one end of the year to the other. 
She is always, seeing appjaritions; and hearing 
death-watches^ and was the other day almost 
frightened out of her wits by the great house-dog^ 
that howled in the stable at a time when she lay 
ill of the tooth-ach. Such an^extravagant cast of 
mind engages multitudes of people not only in 
imperlinent terrors, but in. supernumerary duties 
of life ; and arises from that fear and ignorance 
which are natural to the soul of man: The hor- 
ror with which we entertain the thoughts of deaths 
B 5 , ^ or 



or indieed of atty futiiit evil, and' the uiMrtidtfPf 
of its approach, filVa melaifcboiy ttM WiA itfa^ 
merable apprehiensions and sttaipido^, ahd^ Coit^ 
seqnentl^ dispose it to the obsarratSoif ^ sndtkf 
gmundtess prodigies and predieffons. For, as^il? 
is the chief concern^of wise men tb retrenfeh tUc 
evils of life by the restsQkifngs^ of pliilbsojf^, it^ia^ 
. the employment of fools to maltiply them by tlte 
sentiments of superstition. 

*• For my own part, f should be very mu(jEi 
tiDUbled, were I endowed with this divining qua-^ 
lity, thongh h should inform me truly of every 
thing that can befbl me. I would not anticipate* 
the relish of any happiness, nor ftiel the weight of 
any misery, before it actually arrives; . 

** 1 know but one way of fOrdfying my sotti 
against these glooiny presages and terrors of mind; 
and that is, by securing to myself the friendship 
and protection of that Being who disposes of 
events, and gorems futurity. He sees at one 
yiew the whole thread of my existence ; not only 
that part of it which I Wve already passed 
through, but that which rufls forward into all the 
depths of eternity. When I- lay me down to 
sleep, I recommend rays.elf to' bis care ; when I 
awake, I give myself up to his direction. Amidst 
all the evils that threaten me, I will look up to 
biiti for help, md question not but he will either . 

avert 



avert tkeniy or twn tbem to my adyantage. 
Thdi^ I kttow deitber the time nor the manner 
of the dtfeath I am to die, I am not at all solicitous 
abdat it; heealtse I am sure that he knows th^m 
both, and' that he will ndt fail to comfort and sup* 
port me under them/^ 

In another paper, t^e same gentleman thus ex- 
p^estes hims^elf on the same subject:—- 

" I remember, last winter> there were 'sevecal 
ybttog girh of the neighbourhood sitting about the 
fire ivith my landlady's daughters, and telling sto- 
ries jof spirfts and af^ritions. Upon my opening 
the door, the young women broke off their 'dis?- 
coorse; biit m^Nlandlady's daughters telling them 
it was nobody but the gentleman (for that is the 
ntaie which I go by in the neighbourhood as- well 
> as in-lhe £imily), they went on without minding me. 
1 seated myself by the candle^ that stood on a 
table at one end of the room; aind, pretending to 
react a book that I took out of my pjocket, heard 
several dreadful stories of ghosts as pale as ashes» 
that sto6d at the feet of a bed, or walked over 
a church-yard by moonlight; ahd of others that 
had been conjured into the Red Sea, for disturb* 
ing people's rest, and drawing their curtains at 
. midnigfat ; with many other old women's fables of 
the like nature* As one spirit . raised another, I 
^observed that at the end of every story the whole 
B 6 • company 
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company closed their ranks, afkd crowded about 
the fire. I took notice in paf ticnlar of a little boy, 
who was so attentive to every stovy, that I am mis- 
taken if he ventures to go to bed by himself this 
twelvemobth. Indeed, they talked so long, that 
the imaginations of, the whole assembly were, ma- 
nifestly crazedj and, I am sure, wiH be the- worse 
for it as long as they live. I heard one of the 
girls, that* had looked upon me over hdr shoulder, 
asking the company how long I had been in the 
room, and whether I did not look paler than i 
used to do. This put me under some apprehen- 
sions that I should be forced to explain myself, if 
I did not retire ; for which reason I took the can- 
dle in my hand, and went tip into my chamber^ 
not without wondering at this unaccountable weak- 
ness in reasonable creatures, that they should love 
to astonish and terrif;^ one another. Were I a 
•father, I should take particular care to preserve 
my children from those little horrors of imagina:- 
tion, which they are apt to contract when they 
are young, and are not able to shake off when they 
are in years. 1 have known a soldier, that has 
entered a breach, affrighted at his own shadow, 
aud look pale upon a little scratching at hia door, 
who the day before had marched up against a 
battery of cannon. There are instances of per* 
sons who have been terrified, even to distraction, 

at 
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at the figure gf a tree, or the shaking of a huh 
rush. The truth of it is^ I look u{>on a sound 
imagination as the greatest blessing of life, next 
to a clear judgment and a good conscience. In 
the mean time, since there are very few whose 
minds are not inore or less.subject to these dread* 
ful thoughts and apprehensions, we ought to arm 
ourselves against them hy the dictates of reason 
and religion, ^to pull the old woman out of our 
keartf] (as Persius expiiesses it), and extinguish 
those impertinent notions which we imbibed at a 
time that we were not able to judge of their ab- 
surdity. Or, if we believe, as many wise and 

^ good men have done, that there are such phan- 
toms arid apparitions as those I have been speak> 
ing of, let us endeavour to establish to ourselves 
an interest in Him who holds the reins of the 
whole creation in his hand,' and moderates them 
after such a manner, that it is impossible for one 
being to break loose upon another without his 
knowledge and permission. 

. " For my own part, I ^m apt to joid in opiinon 
with those who believe that all the regions of 
nature swarm with spirits; and that we have mul- 
titudes of spectators on vail our actk)ns» when we 
think ourselves most alone. But^ instead of ter-i 
rifying myself with such a notion, I am wonder- 
ftrily pleased to think that I and' always engaged 

with 
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witib sdbh am bnumbrabie society, iii*seiu*c&iil|^ 
out tiie womleA 6f the creatioDyaiid jdiniog is 
ft^ same cbnccstW pi-slse and adbratioD. 

'^ Milton has finely describe tbn mixed cma^ 
miHon of men and- spirits in Paradise ; and had^ 
ckrabtless^ his eye upon a verse in old Hesiod^ 
which is almosti word for ^rd» the same with bis 
tUrd lide m the fbUowing passage :*— 

' — ^-^Kor think) though men were nbne« 
Hbkd HeftY'n would want spectators, God waiif firahr: 
Millions of spiritnal creatures walk the e«rth 

, UnieeD, both when we wake and when we sleepy 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold, 
fioth day and nigjit. How often from the steep 
Of echoing bin or thicket haye we heaM 
Celestial voices to' the midnight ur. 
Sole, or responrive each to other's note, 
• Singing their great Creator ? Oft in bands, 
lYhile thjey'keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 
liltbheav'nly touch of inttmmelital sounds, ' 
In full harmonic number Join'd, their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav'n.'— *^ 

Another celebrated writer says-^" Some arft 
over credttlons in these stories, others sceptical 
and distrustfol, and a third sort perfectly infidel. 

*^ Mr. Locke assures us, wehaveas clear an idea 
of spirit as of body; Bat, if it be aslced, how a 
spirit, that never was embodied, can form to itself 
a body, and come lip iwto a world where it has 
ne right of residenee, and have all its organs per* 

fectcd 
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feteHed at' once;- or how tt qiiHt^ oiie« MdiMied^ 
but A>#te a septittt^ stHte, <Sitti>take uplift cahsaJCf 
out of HUfi' gfliV^, cfdiiokiitl; ftfmirad, «id toftlee' 
unify i«mimctMlis befer^ tiic 4ttt; or lioW the 
dcud dMf eourfteiMt tlMsSr dwn bodies, and mtke. 
to ffacMiitel^ an image of tfM?iris«lvebF7 by wbat 
ivttys iMd'i&eiift; rfb<« liiiliMlef eeaiec(^ tbis tmash 
foMalioii eMi bier dieted; by^ ^cM Ikt^re mi 
pendissiOD^ ot^ by whiit poiter and authority, or 
mUi wteti^M d<»i^, afid ferivbatgwat^iidft and 
purposes, ail tiiisr ir dbae, W^ orimiot cfasily ima- 
gine; aild'tbef di^fib Mdpllilofto|]ft«rto|[etH6rwiU' 
find it very dlftcdlt tO/ resolve socb questiofiBi. 

«' Before the Cbri0(lantei«»^ltfie«ieS8agerihnii 
the other world might b^ of use, if not necessary* 
in some cases, and on some extraordinary occa- 
sions ; but since that time we want no new^ nor 
can we have any surer, informations. 

" Conscience, indeed, is a frightful apparition 
itself; and 1 make no question but it oftentimes 
haunts an oppressing criminal into rptitution, 4ind 
is a ghost to him sleeping br waking: nor is it 
the least testimonj^ ofan invisible world, that there 
is such a drummer as that in the soul, that can 
beat an alarm when he pleases, and so loud, as 
DO other noise can drown it, no music quiet it, no 
power silence it, no nurth allay it, and no bribe 
corrupt it/^ • 

Inexhaustible 
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Inexhaustible are^ the opinions on this subject r ' 
therefore we phall conclude this Essay, and pro* 
ceed to' the more illustrative part of our work^ 
without any futthter quotation^} for various are 
the methods proposed by the learned for the lay- 
ing of ghosts and apparitions* . Artificial ones are 
easily quieted^ if we only take them for real and 
substantial, beings, and proceed accordingly^ 
Thus, when a Friar, personating an apparition^ 
haunted the apartment of the late Emperor JosepK, 
King Augustus, then at the Imperial court, flung 
him out of the window, and laid him upon tfa^ 
pavement so effectually, that he never rose or . 
appeared again in this world. 



SO'* 
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DOMINICAN FRIAR. 

An Extraordinary Event thai happened lately 
at AiX'UhChapeUe^ 

As the following story, wbieh iSx averred to be 
anthenticy^ and to have happened very lately, may 
lerve to shew, that the stories of this kind, with 
which the public ^e, from time to time, every 
now and then alarmed, are nothing more tha» 
artful impostures, it is presumed, it will be useful 
88 weU as entertaining to our readers to give it 
a place. . * , 

A person who kept a lodging^house near, the 
sprii^ at Aix-la-Chapelle, having lost his wife» 
committed the management of his family to his 
daughter, a sprightly, well-made, handsome girl/ 
about twenty. ' * - 

Th^rc were, 'at that time, 4n the house, two 
ladies and their waiting-woman, two Dutch officers, 
aud a Dominican Friar* 

It happened, that, as the y))ung woman of the 
house was aslee{^ one night in her bed; she was 
awakened by something that attempted to draw 
the clothes off the bed. . She was at first frightened ; 
but thinking, upon recollection, that it might be , 

the 
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the bonae-dog, she called him by his itame. The 
clothes, however^ were still pulled from her ; amcl 
she still imaginiBg it was by the dog^ took up a 
brush that lay in her reach, and attempted to strike 
him. At that momeBt she saw a flash of sadcten 
light, that filled tte whole room ; upon which she 
slpieked out; all was agaiii dark and silent, ^ad 
ike clothes were nk> longer drawn from her. 

In the morning^ when she related this story, 
every onie treated it as a dream; and tl&e girl lier- 
self at last took it for granted, that it was n<^ 
OKire thair an iUlinott« 

The night jbllowing, she was again awakened . 
by somethuig that jogg^ her> and' «he l&migkt 
she fe)t a hand in the bed ; upoii endeavottring to 
ftprtBB it, another iad}i of Kghtning^ l^w her 
into a fit of terror i she shut hier eyes, and crossed 
herself. When sh^ ventured to open her eyea 
again; the light was vanished ; but, in a short time, 
she felt what shev supp68ed to be a hand again in 
the bed: she again endeavdtired to repress it, 
and, lookti^ towards the fioot of the bed, saw a 
large luminous cross, on which wias written dis- 
tinctly, as with light, the words, " Be SilMr 
She was now so tierrified, that she had not power 
to break the iiyuncti^^n, but shrunk down into 
the bed; and covered' h^rs^lf over with the 
clothes, 

fo 
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la ibh ^a«i6B 9h« ddBfiy^nted n eonm^eHMe 
line; btli, htattg ti^n tnkAefsiM, s&e ventored 
once mofd Uy pee|> out, Wbe^, t^ ker uBSj^kal^k 
astonishment, she' stm a {ifeiifntasm aft^rnd by th^ 
side of liter bed, ^nldst as= high as^ the tMitg : a 
knid of gMy etlGi^eled its head, a'nd f tii^ whole 
waff Mr the ioiM of a ^yucifix, tJttept lha% it seeo^ed 
fo hav^ sevel^i Imndi, (Hie bit ^hveh agaki 'a|>- 
proaelied fhe^ bed. 

Svtppoa^ the phenoAieikoti to be some celestifeil 
vMdil, Ae ^xei^ed Ml hfer fertitude, and, lea^^ 
Mff ^ bed, thf^e^ fceVself tlpoik htt Icnees be«[>fe 
k; bM ^e M^tathtiJ" ftiuftd faeifself assaulted iii a 
iBMUHWer n^kh ^onvlnteetf b^r she was mistakes: 
Oit huA m% ^MAgffh t& di^ngage hei^l# ftowk 
Mnefhlag^ tlttt embraced her, attd therefore str^m- 
tf e\A M )d«d as shie eouhl, to afarm the house> 
and bring i^Miiebody M her assistance. 

iler shrtekff a\fak^ed tlie ladies who hy in an 
aM^oenf ehaaib^r^ and they sept thieir woman to 
PbeiriiAt wa» the inaltet. 'I*he Woman, upon open- 
iiag Che i^ita, saw a httninouff {^hdutasm, which 
gi«a% teiriied h^r, Attd heard, til ^ deep thi^a^ 
6nitt^ t<Mie, the Word^— ^^ At thy peril be gone t* 

'tht wotaiaA inMiOitly sj^eatned out, and witfr' 
drew : the ladies rose \tk the utmost con^t^rDation 
and termor, but nobody dinie to their assistance: 
the old man» the father of flie gM; was asleep in ai 

remote 
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remote part of the bouse; the Friar also toted 10 
a room at the end.of a long gattery in another 
story; and the two Dutch officers were absent ou 
a visits at a neighbouriiig village. 

No other violence, however, was offered to the 
girl that night. As soon as the morniog dawned, 
she got up,. ran down to her father, and told, all 
that had happened : the two ladies were not long 
absent ; they did not say much, but quitted the 
bousQ.-. The Friar asked the girl several ques- 
tions, and declared that he had heard other in« 
stances of the like nature, but said, the girl would 
do well to obey the commands of the vision, and 
that no harm would cuoie o£ it. He said, he 
would remain to^see the issue; and, in the mean 
tinie, ordered proper prayers and ' masses to be 
said at a neighbouring convent of his order,^ to 
which he most devoutly joined his own. 

The girl was comforted with this spiritual as- 
sistance ; but; notwithstanding, took one of the 
maids to be her bedfellow the next jnight. In the 
dead of the night, the iSaming cross was again 
visible, but no attempt was made on either of the 
women. They were, however, greatjy terrified^ 
and the servant said, she would rather leave her 
place, than lie in the room again. 

The Friar, the next morning, took the merit of 
the spirit's peaceable behaviour to himself. The 

prayers 
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ffftyers and masses mre renewed, and applicatioii 
was made to the convents at Liege for auxiliary 
assiataooe. The good Friar, in the mean time, 
was by no means idle at home : be performed his 
devotions with great ardour^ and towards evening 
bestowed a plentiful libation of holy water on the 
chamber and the bed. ' 

The girl not being able- to persuade the servant 
to sleep with her again in the haunted room, and 
being encouraged by the Friar to abide the issue, 
having also great confidence herself in the prayers, 
masses, and sprinklings, that had been used on the 
occasion, she ventured once more to sleep in the 
ssune room by lierself. 

In the night, after hearing some slight noises, 
she saw the room all' in a blaze, and a great num- 
ber of luminous crosses, with scraps of writing 
here and there very legible, among which the pre- 
cept to be silent was' most conspicuous. 

In the middle of the room she saw something 
of a human appearance, which seemed covered 
only with a linen garment, like 'a shy-t: it ap- 
peared to diffuse a radiance round it; and, at 
length, by a slow and silent pace, approached 
the bed. 

When it cam^ up to the bed-side, it drew the 
curtain more open, and, lifting up the bed-clothes, 
was about to come in. The girl, now more terri- 
fied 
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$(e4 thfyi e^erj screaiued chU; witb all i^ i^wer. 
As every l^y in the house vfss ^^a the yif^tfih, 
she v^a^ be^d hy theiyy 9U; bi^t the father only 
had cojarage to go,U> her a$si$|3»ikcie, ^nd his 
bravej^ was pix)bably <^wiiig to a ^oiisJ4<eraMe 
qiianlity of reliquies, whicb he had pi)oeur«d 
from the convent, and which iie brought in his 
hand. 

•W)ieo he cam^, bDweyer, aotbiiig was to be 
4Been but some. of the little crosses and inscrip- 
tioQ99 seveml of which were now luminous only in 

iwrt. 

Being himself greatly terrified at these Appear- 
ances, he ran to the Friar's apartment, and w^ 
some difficulty prevailed upon him to go with faim 
jto the haunted room. The Friar at first excused 
bimseif upon account of the young woman's being 
there in bed« As soon as he entered, and saw the 
crosses, he prostrated himself oa the ground, and 
uttered many prayers and incantations, to which 
the honest landlord most heartily said Amen. 

The poor girl, in the mean time, lay in a kind 
of trance ; and her father, when the prayers weie 
over, ran down stairs for some wine, a cordial 
being necessary to recover her: the Friar, at 
the sam^ time, ordered him to light and bridg 
with him a consecrated t^per; for hitherto they 
had no light but that of the vision, which was 

still 
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%tM strong eaough to discover every timig in tbe 
loom. 

In a short time the old man entered with a 
taper la his hand, and in a moment all the lumi- 
ikNis appearances vanished. The girl, soon after, 
recovered, and gave a very sensible account of all 
that had happened ; and the landlord and the 
Friar spent the rest oFthe night together. 

The f rjar, however, to shew the power of the 
daemon, and the holy virtue of the taper, removed 
it several times ^pom the <;hamber, before the day 
broke/and the crosses and inscriptions wereagain 
visible, and remained so till the taper was brought 
baci^, and then vanished as at first. 

When the sun arose, the Friar look his leave to 
go to. matins, and did not return till noon. In. 
the mean time the two Dutch officers came Jbome, 
and soon leaiint what had happened, though the 
landlord took all the pains he could to conceal 
it. The reports they heard were confirmed by 
the pale and terrified appearance of the girl ; their 
cori'osity .was greatly excited, and they asked her 
innumerable questions. Her answers, instead of 
extifkgaishing, increased it. They assured the 
landlord, they would not leave his house, but, on 
the contrary, would afford him ail the assistance 
in their power. 

As they were young gentlemen of a military 

profession. 
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professioD, and ProtestantSy the^ were at once 
bold and incredulous. They pretended, however, 
to adopt the opinion of the landlord, that the 
appearances were supernatural; but it happened 
that, upon going into the room, they found the 
remainder of tlie taper, on the virtues of which the 
landlord had so largely ei^patiated, and immedi- 
ately perceived that it was <^nly a common cand)e 
of a large size, wliich he had brought by mistab^ 
in his fright, 

This discovery convinced them that there was 
a fraud, and that appearances that vauishedat the 
approach of uncoQsecratCjd light must be produced 
by mere human artifice.. 

They therefore consulted together, and at length 
agreed, that the masses should be continued ; that 
the landlord should, not say one word, of the can- 
dle, or the suspicions it had produced; that' his 
daughter, the next night, should ejeep in the 
apartment which had been quitted by the ladies ; 
and that one of the officers should lie in the girl's 
^bed, while the 6ther,^ with the landlord, should 
wait in the kitchen, to see the issue. 

This plan was accordingly, with great secrecyi 
carried into execution. 

For two hours after the' officer had in bed, 

• all was silent and quiet, and he began to suspect 

that the girl had either been fanciful, or that their 

secret 



vecret bad trmtiMred : when, all on a aiiild€i|» lie 
heard the latch of the door gently ivistd ; and> 
perceiving something a|^roach the bed and at- 
tempt to take up the clothes, he resisted with 
ioficieat strength to frustrate the attempt, and 
immediately the room appeared to be all in a 
fame; he saw niany' crosses, and inscriptions ea» 
joming silence and a passive acquiescence ia 
whatever should happen; he saw alyo^ ifi 'the 
middle of the room, something of a human ap« 
pejbnoioe, very tall, and very luminous; The 
officer was at first dtruek with terror, and the 
visioH made a second approach to the bed-side; 
but the gentleman, recovering his fortitude with 
the first moment of reflection, dexterously threw a 
slq> Itnot, which he bad fastened to one of the bed- 
posts, over the phantom's n^ck: he instantly dreu^ 
it close, which brought him . to the ground, and 
tiien threw himself upon him. 'The 611 and the 
struggle made so much m>i8e, that the other offi« 
eer and the landlord'ran up wi^h 'lights and w«a« 
pons^; and the goblin wa» found to be no other 
than the good Friar» who, having conceived some^ 
thing more than a spiritual affection fbr his land* 
k>rd^s pretty daughter, bad played this infernal 
farce, to gratify his pasdon. 
Being now secured and detected, beyond hojpe 
c <rf 



<>f subterfbge^r ei^ape, ht made a fiUl oonftssum 
of kis guilty and begged earnestly iat mercy. 

It appeared that this fellaipp, who was near six 
t^t high, had jDade himielf ajjqpear still taller^ 
hy pittting upon his head a' kiadof Harm of em* 
bo^d paper» and had also thrast a stick through 
1!he fileeves of his habit, which ibfiiied tbeappe^r- 
4iDc^ of a cross, and still left his hands at liberty ; 
and that he had rendered . bidiself' and hi» appa* 
. ratiis Visible in the dark by pbojspkofw. - 
'The landlord cokitented himself lyith g^ng hi^. 
ireverence a hearty drnbbing, and' then toining 
him oat of doors, with a strict ii^unction t<»)guit 
the territory of Liege for ever, upon .pain of being 
tnuch more severely treated. 
' When it is considered, that it is b|it a fewyefirs 
ago, that a pbor woman, within twenty mil^s of 
London^ lost her life upon supposition that, she. was 
a witch; and that it is liot many ye^rff since the 
Coek^hme ghost ftmnd advocates, even in the hear t 
of London itself, among those who, before, were 
iiever accounted fools; it cannot bot be asefoi 
to put down on record 'every imposition <^ tlua^ 
kind. ' 
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SUPERSTITIOUS COUPLE. 

In tile l€tten from ir gentl^ap on Ihfs travels in 
Italy to his friend in England, is the followipg cu- 
rious nccount of an experiment tried with the 
Bologoian stone, of ivhich phosphorus is made. 

Iliere was an English maid-servant in the house 
where we lodged, (observes this gentleman), and 
iier bed-chamber was immediately over the one 
occupM by myself and friend. My companion 
hav&ig found bis way into it, or, iat lea[st, suppo- 
sing lie had done so, wrote with some paste made 

merely with flour and water, the terrible words 

** BEMEMBER beAth !" ih great capitals, oft tb6 

inside of the bed-curtains. Over the wet letters 

he strewed some of the crust prepared from this 

stone, which he had powdered for that purpose in 

a mortar; and, when he had so done, called me 

up, to see the words in lettest^ fire. We sat up 

for the discovery ; but something very 4ifferent 

from what we had expected, happened. The 

Italians are bigots, and consequently superstitious. 

It happened that the rooip, into which my friend 

had found his way, was i|pt, as he imagined, that 

of the maid-servant, bat of a couple- of devout 

pcsofde, who accidentally .slept in the house. We 

t 2 heard 
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heird them undress ; aifd followed our scheme, by 
getting on the upper stairs near the door of the 
room: we heard two voices, and we saw the can- 
dle on a table near the bed-side. The kdy was 
^rstinbed; aqd the good m^ no sooner followed, 
than the candle was put out On the instant of 
its extinction, 9ppeared the terrible words,. The 
lady screamed her prayers; the husband trembled 
oyer his Ave-M arias. The letters were absolutely 
fire, and the bed was not injured. The language 
was unintelligible to those who saw the words ;' 
and, perhaps, it was in that respect more terrify- 
ing, than if the admonition had been understood. 
The Mene Tekel of the prophet came inio^.both 
their minds at once. They jumpisd out of bed, 
and ^larmed, the whole house.. * We were first in 
the room. / My friend took occasion, in their con- 
fusion, to scrape off the whole matter very cleanly 
with his pocket knife. The company brought 
candles — there was nothing to be seeq. Both 
husband and wife pointed to the place where the 
writing had appeared; but nothing but some 
sme^red dirt was visible there. My .friend kept 
his counsel, and the mira<^le was blamed all over 
Bologna the Jiext da;^ ; and we left a legion of won- 
dering priests In the house at our departure ! 



TUB 



vat 
HAUNTED BED-ROOM. 

A YOVNQ geoUeman, going '^dowB from LoiidiMi 
to the YftBt of Eogiandy to the house of m very 
worthy gentleman^ to whom h€ had the houour to 
he lelated ; it happened, that the gentleman's home 
was at that time full, by reason of a kinswoman's 
weddmg, that had lately been kept there._^He 
therefore told the young gentleman^ that nb was 
▼ery glad to iee him, and that he wi^ very wel- 
c<mie to him: " But," said he^ ''I know not how 
I shall do for a lodging for yon; for my consul's 
marriage has not left a room free, sav^ one, and 
that is haunted ; but if yon will lie there, yoa 
shdl have a very good bed, and all other accom- 
modations."' 'VJSir,'' replied the young gendemaa, 
*^ yon will very much oblige me t^y letting me lie 
^re; for I have often, coveted to be in a* place, 
that was hauated." The gentleman, very glad 
that bis kinsman was so well pleased with his ac- 
commodations, ordered the chamlber to be got 
ready, and a good fire to be made in it, it being 
winter-time. When bed-time came, the youpg 
gentleman itras conducted nf> into bis chamber 
which,«besides a good fire, was furnished with ^il 
suitable accQiVDodations; and. having recom- 
V c 3 mended 
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mended hiin^lf to tb^ 'Divine protection, went 
to bed. Lying some time awake, and finding no . 
disturbance^ he fell asleep; out of which, however^ 
be was awaked about three o'clock in the mornings 
by the opebing^ of the cfaamberHldor^ and the 
entraBce of somebody in the s^Dpeatanoe. bf H 
ybttng wdmail,: having a riight«<lress on her head; 
. madikdy faec duft on: ?Mlt be had ab jperfect view 
viheTf for. his. candle was burnt out; and' tfaoogit 
tbfere.was a lire !n the' room, yet ft ga^e mit lij^ 
enough to see her distiuctly. , Bbt thil unkaowte 
Visitant going to the.«btmBey, tbok th« pbkb-y'aftd 
Btirired up die lire r by the flamtiig iighi <vi1ier«o4 « 
lie could discern; the. apppftrafiee'of t young geiK 
UawomtD more distlcietly t \kt wheth^y it was 4«iA 
«ttd blood, ov aln aiiy pba^t^m^ h« knew not.' ThU 
-tfppearabdB hiving stood \»obe time befbi« Hke ii(H 
46 if to warm S^eUt it hist wafted two or "dkHit 
tlbes about 4lit toiMta, n^ Itm t^ittb to the* Md- 
tide^; where having stood A little '^Iiife, sh^ «o^ 

^ kiptbt b^elothiif^,\tod went into IMl, pal!liig\fhe 
l>ed-etothes liipdiiher agaia;and lying very tjiiietly^ 
^e :fouiig geiktf^mali 'iVas d4iitfe stiirlled ^t Ih^ 

'itoiknownbed-feAow; lind^^ip^n her ap^oaefa, lay 
Afr the far\hey bide 'of tte ted, not knowing whe** 
Iber he bad bM ri^ or not. At last, fyiiig very 
Mil, "ht peiro^iVed kk <b^-A^toW to brcnAhe ; b^ 
lyhlcb gtusiiiiig bee lo be flMh i^tfA bloM^tieifreiV 

nearer 



WucMt td h^r, Bikit tdtiaghfit by the. hand; %<ukI 
it warm* aad tbat it ii^af tt> .airy pfaantoiD, iml 
fabajtantisd^^b.aad Mood; aiid< finding riie had 
^ nog on her. finser, he.took k 6ff unperceited* 
The genftlewciiaaa being all this while asleep, hci 
let her lie witboot disturbing lies, and patiently 
fiaited the result i(^ this singular situation. He 
Jiad.JBot long remail|ed ia^suspense, when. his fidr 
conqpamoD hastily fliuig off the bed-clothes agaia^ 
'and getting up, vfdked tbree or four times. aboat 
idie KMmi^ as.she. had done (Kfore; and thea^ 
ataiiding awhile before the.doof, opened it, weii| 
out, andlsbat it after her* Th^ yduhg gaitleman^ 
p^oeivi^ by; this id •what aritiiner the room ^wa^ 
ktanlsd, rose ,np, «f«i||;h>eked the dbor m' the 
fai^da; and then by down agfiin, and slept tiU 
uoming; at Which time th^ soautar of the Uonai 
caaie to him^ to fenOw;bow.be did, and .^riiether 
he had seen any thing, or not ? He^tald him, that 
an apparition had appewred to hiin, baf begged 
tbe finronr of bim tint h^ would not aife him tQ 
aay any thiiig farther, till' the whole . family .were 
all together. The gentlemati^ complin with bis 
ipeqoe^t, telling his young frieiid, that, having 
ftttnd'Uim well, he was perftctiy satisfied; 

The desire the whole family had fa know thd 

Issnei of this affiEii^,' riiade tliem dresi with' more 

eapediitoM tban.iisual^.so that'tfiere was a general 

c 4 assembly 
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assembly of the gentlcmc^i and. ladies before elevem 
-^'clock^ not one of tketfi being wilMog to appear 
JB dishabille. Vfhen they were all got toge Aer 
i&'tiie great hall, ^e young gestlenKin told them^ 
he bad onefavonr to desire of the ladies before he 
would sdy any things and that was^ to know wh«« 
ther either of them bad lost a ringi The youi^ 
gientlewoman, from whose finger it was taken/' 
bavit^ missed it all the moriiii^^ and not knowing" 
bow she lost it, was glad to hesnr of it again, and 
readily owned she wanted a ring. The young 
gentleman asked her if that was it, giving it into 
her hakd, which sh6 acknowledging ^to be her's, 
imd" thanking him^ he turned to his kinsman, the 
master of the house—f * Now Sir/' said he, '* I 
can assure you,*' (taking the gentlewoman by the 
^and) ^f this is the lovely spbit hy wbicfa youf 
idmmber is haunted.'' — ^And thereupon repeated 
what is related. . 

I want words to express the conftisioh the young; 
gentlewoman seemed to be in at this relation, who 
declared herself perfectly ignorant of all that he 
stiid ; but believed it niight be so, because of the 
ring, which she perfectly well remembered she bad 
on when she went to bed;, and knew not hoW she 
bad lost it. • 

This relation gaye tlie whole company a ^reat 
deal of diversion ; for, after all, the lather ,de* 

clared, 
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ckred, that since his daaghter had ahready gone 
to bed to his kinsman, it should be his ianlt if he 
did not go to bed to his daughter, he being willing 
to bestow fa<^ ilpon hi9i» and give' her a good pps- 
tion* Thia generous offer was' so advantageous to 
die ybung gentleman, that he could by no means 
lefbse it; and his lale bed-fellow, hearing what 
her fiitfaer had said, waK easily prevailed upont^ 
accept him for her husband. . 



REMARKABLE INSTANCE 

OF THE 

POWER OF IMAGINATION. . 

It has been remarked, fhat when the royal vault 
is opened for the ii^tarment of any of the royal 
iamily, Westminster Abbey is a^ place of great 
resort : some flock thither out of curiosity, otberi» 
to indulge their solemn meditations. , 
. By the former of these motives it was, when 
the royal vauk was opened for the interment ojf 
her illustf ious Miyesty Queen Caroline, that £ve 
or six gentlemeii. who had dined together at a 
tavern' were drawn to visit, that famous repository 
•f the titled dead. As tbey descended down the 
c (^ steejp 



'»ii0ilier -^tdfipckl his $b^tg^». '««! excfaMfiif^ 
:iigiJ»t the. Mi^sMM f*f)0ilr |l«it ttifendfid ifO|fe 
<ir; lUl bail th^irdiftrent 8ii]ri9^« B|i^ «8 it M 
Qiatunil.for Buch spectacles t^,ex!^ 0omt moful 
9%ifectMHi^. evoi witk tM poiil gay and gi<Mji, 

^aii thoae ihcy hojd eotemi ikritii. I : . . " 

Having agreed to .|>as8 Ihfe etepi^ig Ibgelhep^ 
they all went back to the place where ihey dined ; 
and the conversation turned on a fnture ^tate, 
appariiions^ and some such topics. One among 
fliem was an infidel in those matters, especially 
as to spirits becoming visible, and took upon him' 
to rally the others, wh^ se<^med rather inclinable 
to the contrary way of thinkirig. Jf^sh i$^€asier 
to deny than to prove, especially where those 
'fliat maintain the negative will not admit any 
testimonies which can be btou^t against thek 
own opinion, h« singly hefd out against ail they 
iiad to alledge. To end file content, they pnc^posed 
to him a wager of twenty gnin^s, that, as gnat |i 
hero as be pretended^ or really imagined ^iBMself, 
he had not courage enough to go alone at> nid^ 
night into the vault ^ey had «l«n that d^y. Thi^ 
lie readily acceptis^, ^nd wte tety merry wiA the 
thoughts of getting so much fliolMfy with snob «if|9e» 
9be money on- boA .^e» •waft'-defMited' m the 
. ^ *' ' hands 



vtti|^ni'Waa.Jc«it for* ifih^m.ikty .v»gf^» for n 
piece 0f,8«M» to HtUpd ib^ a4ir«itii«er.tii the giite 
ofv^fhc iaitliMHa< Om slwl. kin ia, nod iviit hkl 



. fii^rf thini^ bcftig tfaiB leftlefl, HieekKJE not 
tooner «liiick IwdinB. ttiiiri Ihey ail setontloge^ 
ther; they who laid the wager. iieuigreadfed. eel 
io.i>0 iiiipcslad <» by his teQi|^og ifith . th^ter- 
ger* A9 tkojfKitsed alo«g, a scmple aro^e^ 
mkmh¥mh that fkoiigh diey saw, bun edt^H/tbe 
ekapeh^ how they should be conittnced he i^ent 
Im Jit as the. Taolt ; hut he. inalaatly remoifed Aeir 
doabta, by pullipg onta ftearkaife be ;kad iQ his 
|lOda^t^.a^d aayii^ '' Th£» will I. stick into the 
aaifth,laBd^kave it there; aud if yoiidQ, not find 
il.iii the insidii. of tfaii vatilt> I will ovu the ¥^aiger 
lost" > These words^teft thcm.notbi«g to suspect^ 
and they agreed to wait at the do^r his coiking 
• estft, believiBg he had ao Jes&;stoek of resphitioi 
Ihaobehad prkended; it is possiUe/ the opiaioe 
ihey ;had of him was no more than justice. . . 
• But, whatever stock: of xearage he had, on his 
entrance Mto that astique and jevereiid pile^ he 
iKiisovNierfoaiMl bimslelf shut alose in it^ibax^ as 
kfi afterw^ds eoaiessed> jbefoupd a kind olF<shiid»- 
dfnilgiiUjOTerhim» which, he was MnsiUe, pro* 
jQeeded %flrofi ■. souiistfaing .VHwci jtha» tds . aoMnesi 
,-:.). c © * of 
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oftb^lsi^t B?ery fetep Ullook'Was ecfabed bgpi 
Uie hollow groiitfd ; and^thoogh it was not alto* 
gethet idsltk, the verger baviiig left A laaqp. Imninis 
jiMt belbre the d«or tbst led to the chapel (tutheiw 
wise it would have been impossible for him to faatv4l^* 
leituMltbe placed yet diA the. giihMuering it gave» 
lather add to, thaa dtmiaish^ the solema bcurop of 
every tbmg aronnd» 

He passed on, ha^ever ; bat, paotested, hiaid taot 
Ae shamef of being laughed at, prevented him^ hff 
viobM have forfeited more than twice thesamli^ 
iiad staled ta^ have been. safe outagain^ Al Wngth 
he reached the entrance of the; vault : his^inwafd 
terror increased ; yety detenaiiied not to be ovem 
powered byftar, he des^nd^;: and being eoait 
to the kst stair, stooped forwards, and sisack. the 
pen-hnifC'Wttb his whole force ioto< the eartlu BuV 
as he was rising ia order taqn^ so dreadfiii a plaee^. 
ke felt something ^uck him foi^asd r the appro*^ 
hension he beibre was in,, made an easy way IW 
anrprise and terror to seize on all bis fiundties; h# 
lost in one instant every thing that* could suppatf 
Jhim^and fell into a swoon,, with iiis. head w.the 
*faalt, and part of his body o» the staksi. t 

Till a^ one o'elodi^ h» friends waited with 

aeoie degree of palienoe, though they thought h^ 

paid the titled dead a much longer visit than a 

liaiag ONuavConU choose. But, fiadiag he did aol 

- ••> . ^ ■ .co»e„ 



tkey iftpok to fear mot aceidoit: fte iks^ 

f^tfy thrf £Niad^ tiicingh. acciistmB^d- to lUe pltec^ 

4iid not dioose fa gbaiane; tbey tber^Mre woii 

nitli .Imii, preceded by a t6rdi, whkb a footaaa 

Wkngng::to."one^€'the ooaqpany kad with him* 

They afi vekl into tbe AbJbey, calUn^^ aa they 

wenty «» load as th^ could: o>o aoswer heiiif 

ande, they moted 6b till tbey came to. the vaolt^ 

Mene, locking down, they soon piereeived ' whaC 

postme Jie. ivaff ia. They inunediately mod 

^vtryniesm tiiey oonld. devise for his recoveryi; 

whieli^theysMii effected. .. :. i 

AAer liiey got Um out of tb^ Abbey to the Iresb 

ab»' he fetched tiro mt three deep groati»; aud> ill 

Ikt- fteatest agita^on, eried^ ^' Heaven help me I 

Ijted have ne^ upon me I*^ ' These exelamatioM 

rtty imieh surprised thiem; but, imagintny be was 

moi yet'Come perfectly to his smses, they ferbore 

jfartiKT questtoBs, till they had' got him into tbt 

teverb^ wl^e^having placed him: in a chair, Amy 

h^ai to 'adt bowl)e did, and how he ctfme to 

be to indisposed. ' tte gate them a fiathiM detaif^ 

•ad said, ht should ksLve coiae back with the same 

sentiiAciits^ he, went wUb» bad not an dnseea hand 

aoHvineed hiai^ 4f the m^m^e' of his unb^tlief. 

While he ,was mftking his qarratire/oae of the 

company saw the pen-knife sticking through tho 

lM«>faq»pet of his jBoat» He immediately conjee- 

turell 
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)Mot« tlkiD:aII/cii^ ottt^ '« Hel^ a die wf^tery 
diimvmd : for, i»the attftade of sfeQopmg tesdck 
the knife in tbe groondy it h^peibcd, as . jon :il»e/ 
to go tbrougk the coat ; rabd^ on your. at|«B9|^iii^ 
to tise> the imor, jou was ni mngtOM Urns iMld 
^trbctMRiiirto an iaiagiaary iaiposiSlfilityof (#ith» 
dtkwing yoQtflelf, and hadian efikot on yoot ituMH 
W&ire 'reason had tee^to operate/' TM« .mMiii 
^rascvidetady tliecase, set every, one, «Kccfit ilMi 
gentleman wbohad suffered so nnieh by it^' m^tt 
roar of. laughter. But it utes hot ^tesy (6 draii' • 
tingle sAiiile frote hiai : he mminatied on Ihe^aAiiry 
nrlijle hi^ companions rallied 'and ridktSed' this 
thangiS in him: he W(^U remembered the iriigitaitioiil 
he had been hu '' Well/ refdied he, wheb ht 
had siifficoently recovered^ '* there is oeitaiaiy 
something after death; or these strange imiMilHa 
•dald:nei«r be. Whkt is there in ai ehnych mkni 
t|iab .in Inny other bniUingt whht : in^ dafhnesi ^ 
more itetu light, . whieh. in ^It^maeHea shoald'hav^ 
|k>ire'r to raise, such ideas as I hate 'now etpsk 
neneed'l Tes/' i^onlinQed be, ■'' lam-cbnthiiMd 
that 'I have been too presuinptubus t and^ whether 
itpiiks be or be not permitted to appear^ that 
they exists I ever shall believe.^ . 



THE 
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A FBW yean ^infiei ^Mioie Westmioster »cliol»r» 
received great imvAt hi^m a hoLclmfty-coacliuiaiu 
who treated them with the greatt^st ftebhaity, be-, 
.c^ufs^ Ulf y wo^ld DOt comply with an overchiirge 
J9I l^s %e. ,Tlu3 ^haviour t^e jouths did npt/ 
fciy^t,. tii)d were resolved to punish him without 
<fe>Pgorpf yroseciition; upon which one of them 
.de^nos^d the following whimsical turn of revenge. 

F6ur of these gentlemen, one dark evening, about 

#9Qe.o'^odKy (liaving previously learned where hia 

<MMieh would be) called him from off the standi 

aqd desired the coachman to drive over Westmin- 

fUst Bridge t6 Newington. They had not Ipng 

^bfeo sefitedy wheq one of them, with a sportive 

lonfB pf yoke, said, '* Come, boys, let us begin/^ 

^ They then inshinly dr^sssed themselves in black 

.dpthes^ and every necessary befitting moprners at 

II l^ej^at, Jwhicb articfes they brought with them 

in small parcels.) And the night was particularhr 

^votuable for carrying their scheme into eieci^ 

tioa: for it was uncommonly dark, and very 8ti^. 

Twas such a night that ApoUonius Rhodius thus 

jiescribea — 
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** N ight on tbe earth pour'd darkneas ; on the •««» 
The wakesome sailor to Orion's star 
And Helice^tnrnM heedful. Sunktorestt 
The trayeller forgot his toil ; his charge, > ' 

The cen.tinel; her death-devoted babe« 

. The mother's painless breast. The village dog 
' Had ceas'd his troobloos bay s each bnsy tnmiilt 
Was hosh'd at this dread hoar $ and darkness slept* 

' Lock'd in the arms of silence.'' 

To terrify him the more^they wore linen hat- 
bands and scarfs, instead of crape. ,And whe« 
tb^y had got into the loneliest part of St. George*s 
Fields (for at that time they were not built orevas 
at present), they called to httn,and desired him to 
stop, as they wanted to get out. 

They marked the side the' coachman came to 
open the door of; and ^he. that sat next the other 
door, opened it at the same instant. 

What, the coachman felt on seeing the first 
n^oumer move out with the greatest solemnity, 
can be better conceived than expressed : but what 
were his terroifs when the second approached him^ 
a majestic spare figure about six feet perpendi^ 
cular, who passed him (as did the first] without 
speaking a word. 

As fast as one youth got out, he went round to 
the other side of the coach, stepped in, and came 
out a second time at the opposite door. 
In this manner they continued, till the coach^ 

manr^ 



Bai^ if he had the ptHvei' of coiiiit]ii(» might have 
toldf<Hty. 

Wlien they had thus passed out seeuiagly to the 
aomber of twenty, the poor devil of a coaGhdian^ 
ff^tened almoat to death, fell upon his kiiees> 
and begged for mercy sake the King of Terrors 
would not sliffer any more of his apparitions to 
a|q>ear; for, though he had a multitude of sins to 
accoont for, he had a wife and a brge fimuly of 
children, who depended iq>oa his earnings finr^ 
support. , . 

The tallest of these young gendemeii Ihcn ashed 
him, in alioacse tone of voice; n^hat was his hea* 
viest sin? He replied, committing his lodger, a 
poor carver and gilder, to the Marshalsea, for rent 
due to him, which the badness of the times, and 
hiiB busmeas in particular, would tot enable him to 
pay. He said, he would not have confined him 
so long, but in Revenge for a severe beating he 
gave him one ^day'when they fell to loggerheads 
and boxed. He further told them, the ^oor man 
had bfcen six oionths in captivity; and that he 
understood from a friend of his, the other day, 
that he marie out but a mislerable living by making 
jbrewers' pegs, bungs for tb^ir barrels^ and watch^ 
makera' skewers.. 

The young gentleman then told hkn, that if he 

did not instantly sign his discharge, which he 

' ' would 



would ivnlie4lie nrigiit tot mmftiotn6 mSSg^km 
of the dreadfiil punishnteiit he would go thir oiigH 
im a^ fei^ miiiutes; for those Jhe had seen come out 
pf his: GOfi0h.wer^ hiik^ harpies Jte.diflgtti$e,juidw6f« 
llQWiiil reedineas tcf befiMufjn tortile infernal negions* 

Th^.trM^ling villtiB^ wiAout the least b^sitaH 
tbn^ cdnplied. One of the atshollurs fbrtuoitely 
having a^ pen imd ink» the JLing of iTerioi:^. wrote 
the .discharge ih a hk: leaf of hitf p<i€)ieMioiik>. aa 
w^l as he;cottld in the dark« aii4~tbc{a nie4A the 
coachman sign it. 

Vbvmg so doiiei, the soho^rs ixM hini be ai|^ht . 
go fi^r Itbe pV6toit> and that he wn^M fiokl. feij 
eoaeh in' less than an liour fai Pioeadil^dr OxAhnI 
Street.. .. -'. ■ ; •> ,• --j ::• :; 

One-of the youths theninioilnted'tfaQiioii:/.whilb 
the oAcri got wltEib> and away tlpejr'dvove to ^ 
Mttbhalsiia, hut in ttt^ way tfa^y ^tdpptd ifll they 
hlldtiikfenoffthehr4ift^uiser ^ . 

The yonih %irb6' ha(i the dischargev^aftefr iiiakilig 
a colkctiiou a;raotig the others, wentinto'the pi:isoti» 
add gate tlM^ poor fellow what sit kkn ikt libeity 
th^neitt moniing. 

Th^ si^holars then drote <>&• to Oltfbrd8ireet» 
c^ogmtoittting themseltes oih the sUc«^eif4 ofthisir 
adventure, and all happy to a degree "of rapture 
at being instrinbentil m obtaihing tbb taj^Ve's 
liberty. . - 

About 



f 
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r Abppt^ qiHurfer et lia kmur alter thty qiiitted 
tbe €Oiieli» Ibey obseir^d the coichnan wive t 
who jmoiuited.tlie hoft» and inm ho0ie» mvttefiiig 
the hittertiit cicpoalkHB, and damniiig his father 
.€oaife»or for bilkidg. hin .of. half a goiiiia which 
|te gave hfaa that nocDia^. for an Bbsolation, thaft 
Waft to have rubbM out the entire score of hJi 
tmnsgressiont* 



THE 

IDEOT'S WNERAL.* 

TxiiB fcliowipg ^Ifcraordiuiry a£Riir happened 
dN>nt.t«A years ahieie^ at n village in the north of 

Mhit mdftight, l&e mbiister of the parish 
waa^ot a^tttfle^aiaMecl at hearing the charch bell 
tollin]as % t^UKfedi^tely diispafched oiiie of fa& 
•i^aDts M the hie^H to inquire into the cause 
«£<tlils wond^etf at e^nt; who, ^i^tien he came/ap- 
fttarisd tO'b« under iHere dreadful apprehensions 
ttett^the ckrgjmam himself. . However, the resuft 
of their. deliberations was, that, in order to be 
certainly informed of the. troth and ground of the 
matter^ they should go forward to the church: 
but, on their way, what served, considerably to 
• -v. - increase 
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iocrease their fears, was ^heir seeing a lig^t witliis 
the church. The great bell gave over tolliiig» and 
waa succeeded, in its turn, byihe* little, or hand- 
bell (commonly used in that country at funerals), 
which* in a short time, also became silent. Xht 
their near approach to the church, they discovered, 
^j the help of the light Tvithln, the mart-clptk 
moving up and down the area thereof. Though 
this last part of the dreadful scene might, have 
been sufficient to intimidate persons possessed of 
no ordinary degree of courage; .yet such was the 
bravery and resolution of the Reverend Doctor, 
that he ev«B vciitur^d to aceost the OQCtumal dl^ 
turber of their repose :' when, on lifting up the 
aufrt-cloth, to his i|iexpress9>k surprise, he disco- 
vered the terrible app^iritipn to be only . an uik 
happy young man belonging to the parish, who 
had for some time past hjee^ disordered in his' 
tenses, and who had got auto the church by some 
secret means or other, and, as the goodPoctor 
readily conjectured, was amusiiig himself in this 
.manner, by the representation of a funeral: a case 
not at all unlikely, as ideots in general are re- 
markably fond of any thing relative to a funeral 
procession. 



TH> 
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VENTRILOQUIST. 

Thb following anecdote is related by Adrianus 
Tornibiiy the gnate'^t critie of the sixteenth een- 
tory, and who was' admii^ed ' and respected by ail 
the learned in Eorope. 

"There was a crafty fellow/' 'says he, " called 
Fetms Brabantitts, who, as often as he pleased, 
would speak from his stomach, with his month in- 
deed open, bntJds lips anno ted, of which I have 
been repeatedly an eye and ear witness. In this 
namrer he^put divars cheats on several persons: * 
afflong$t others, the following was well linown. 

'* Tiketfi was a merchant of Lyons, lately dead, 
who had acquired a great estate by unjust deal- 
ings. Bfabantius happening to be at Lyons, and 
hearing of tfai^, comes one day to Cornutus, the 
son and heir of this mjetrchant, s^ he walked in a 
portico behind the church-yard, and tells him 
that he was sent to inform him of what was tabe 
done by. \flin ; and that it was more requisite to 
think about the soul and reputation of his father, 
than thus wander about the church-vard, lament- 
ing his death. In Im instant^ while tney were thus 
discoursing, a. voice was heard, as if it was that 
of the jbther, thotigh^ in reality, it proceeded from 

' his 



iMr, ' VBNTRILOQISrTST. 

his own stomach. Bl»bantius seemed terribly 
affrighted. The voice iafipmied the sob the state 
Jiis jfatber was in by reason of hn injustice, what 
tortnres he^ndured in pufgatory, botbonkis.own, 
aiid bis soh'sr accoant, whom be bad Left heir o£ 
his Ul-gotten goods: thatna 6eedom was to be' 
expecte4 hy hkan, tiO' juM txpnMim .was made 
by giving alms to snch as stood, most in need, and^' 
that these were the Cbtistiaos who were taken by 
the Turks: that he should' put entire eonfideaoe in 
^ the man who was by special providence now come' 
to hittit da<i 9>^ him woaey, to be employed by 
religious persons for the rknsom of s6 mmiy as 
were captives at Constantinople. Comutus, who 
was a good sort of a man, yet loth to part with his 
inon^,told Brabantius that hewoald advise upon 
it ; and desired he would meet him in the same 
p^ce the next day. In the mean time, he began 
to suspect there might be some fraud in the pli^, 
as it. was shady, dark, and fit. for echoes or other 
d/elusions. The neat day, therefore, he takes him 
to an open plaiif, where there was .neither bush 
npr briar; but there, notwithstanding all his pre- 
cautipn, he bears the same story, with this addi- ' 
tion, tbat he should forthwith deliver Brabantios 
six thousand franks, and purchase three itiasses • 
daily to be said for bun» or else the miserable soul 
of his father coakl not be freed, Coitiiitus, though 

thus 



Um# bonad byfdouscieiide^ duly, and vtli^n, yti 
ivMi lehictMiee dclivei«dohim the money/ widh 
aotMkiog umy ncmpt, o^ :liaviiig any witness. to 
Hgc.ptKymemt.^'lt. . Having thua'disinissied'faifli^ 
aad licsriiig nd more of hit fother^ he became 
aontwlmt iMre pleasattt than' he bad been since 
fai»'£itlieV8 death. One; day this ebai^$e ia him 
waa observed by sofihe ftiepds, who were at dia^ 
acr «t has Inmse; ■ ppon which he iold^tbcAi what 
lad be&lien him : ^ when his friencls so derided 
fain^onie and all, for Ins «scdnlity» in being set sim* 
piy cheated of his money, that, lor mere grief and 
vexation, within a few dv^ aftei; he died." 



THE 



FEMALE FANATIC, 

HEAFENLT VISITOR. 

Thb ^Ikywii^^ curidtt» affs^ happened a few^ 
yean since at Paris,, and is w.^li attested \y a 
geotlisman of the greatest respectability. 
: A widow4adyya§^d abontsixty^two, who lodged 
m a.two*pairToiMairs.flooi; in the Rve deJm Fer-* 
rsncTM^'with only a maid-servaot^ was accustomed 
ta sptital drtveia) ^mnri evogr.day at.bsc dtevotioofW 

before 
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^ before the altar dedicated to $t. Paul, in a lieigli- 
bounng church. Some .villains observing bee tx* 
treme bigotry, resolved (as she was known t0 be 
very rich) to share her wealth. . Tbeielbre' dne of 
them took the opportunity to cono^al hiins^ be- 
hind the carved work of the altar; and wbea no 
person but the old lady was in tibe church, in the 
dusk of the evenipg, he contrived to throw a letter 
Just before her. She to^k it up, and not perceivi^ 
any one near her, supposed it came by a mira<fle ; 
which she was the more confirmed in, when,«fae 
saw it was signed, Paul the ApoHlty and pmr- 
ported, ** The satisfiiction he received by her ad- 

' dressing her prayers to him, at a time when so 
many newH^anonized saints engrossed'the devotion, 
of the world, and robbed -the primitive saints of 
great part of their wonted adoration ; and, to i^w 
his regard for his devotee, said, he would come 
ironi Heaven, with the angel Gabriel; to sup with 
her, at eight in the evening/' . 

It is scarcely credible to think any oqe could be ' 
deceit^ed by so gross a fraud: but to what length 
of credulity, will not superstition carry the wirak 
^ind ! The infatuated lady believed it all; and rose 
from her knees in a transport, to prepare, the ei^r- 
tainment for the heavcoily guests she expected, : 
' When the siqpper was. bespoke^. and the side- 
board set out to the b$»t adv«a%ige, sbf thought/ 

that 
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Ihat. her own plate (whicb was wprthiie^r foi^ 
l^ip^ed pQuodB ^terUng) c^d not fps^so ^le§ai;t 
,4i;shew fis si^edesiFed; tbefefore sept to,|i^r bro-* 
fth^ (w<MO'l^^s a Couijsellpr ,of the Par|^eDt 9f 
.P^ri^).tp borro>w all hi3 ; plate; cbar^iiig li^r 
.puud, not t<> tell tfic otJdiaiop,}hut .ooly/that slje 
fasid compaqy to . supper, .a^d > ^hquld l^e AWig^ 
to him if he wQutd lend her Jhis p)^e,fpr th^t 
eytiAag* The Counsellor was .8vrpris^d^t.t|ijs 
.Biessage, as be kn^w the frfigalj^y of his sister^'s 
. way of life ; imd suspected tlHitshQ,wa»eus^W9^ur€)d 
with so^e for^une-^uqter, who might ;narry.,^fr 
.for her fortune, and thereby depriye the fi(ini}y 
of what he expected at Ws sister's dt^h : there- 
fore he absolutely refused tO; sepd 4i^ p}Ate> Hol^s 
the m^ wQuld tdl hifn wl^at :guests she exp^^cted, 
•Rie girl, alarmed fpr her mistre$s'§ honour, replied, 
that her pious lady had no tbqughts of a husbau4; 
but that,. as>J§t. Paul had sent her a letter from hea- 
ven, saying, that be and the Angel Gabrklwquld 
come to supper with her, ^ber mistress wanted, ^o 
makie the entertainment . as , elegant ^s po^si))le. 
The Counsellor, who; kww the turp of his^sister's 
mind, immediately suspected some villains bad 
imposed on her ; and sent the ipaid ^if^ctly wj^i 
.t)ie plate, while he went to the Commissary of tl^ 
qn^ter, and^ave him this information, l^he lujagi^ 
.frate accompanied him to s^liouseadjqyiiQg, frogi 
D whence 



tn 



FEJUALE FANATIC. 



•Whence they saw, just before eight o'clock, a ^11 
man, dressed in long vestments, with a white beard, 
and a young man in white, with large wings at his 
shoulders, alight from a hackney-coach, and go up 
to the widow's apartment. The Commissary im- 
miediately ordered twelve of the foot guet (the 
guards of P^ris) to post themselves on the stairs, 
while he himself knocked at the door, and desired 
admilttance« The old lady replied, that she had 
company, and could speak to no one. ' But the 
Commissary answered, that he must come in: for 
that he was St. Peter, and had come to ask St. 
Paul and the Angel, how they came out of hea- 
ven without his knowledge. The divine visitors 
were astonished at this, not expecting any more 
Saints to join them : but the lady, overjoyed at 
having so great an apostle with her, ran eagerly 
to the door; when the Commissary, her brother, 
and the guet/rmhing in, presented their musquets, 
and seized her guests^ whom they immediately 
carried to the Chatelot. 

On searching the, criminals, two cords, a razor, 
and a pistol, were found in St. Paul's pocket ; and a 
gag in that of the feigned angel. Three days after, 
their trial came on: when, in their defence,' they 
pleaded, that the one was a soldier of the French 
foot-guards, and the other a barber's apprentice ; 
and that they had no' other evil design, but to pro- 
' , cure 
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core a good supper for thems^lves^ at the eipeii^ 
of the widow's folly; tbat^ it being carnival dme,' 
they had borrowed the aboye dresses; that the 
soldier had found the two coids, and put ibem 
into his pocket; the razor was what he used to 
shave himself with; and the pistol was to defend 
himself from any insults so strange a habit might 
expose him to« in going home. The barber's flp- 
preutice said^ his design also was only diversion; 
and that» as his master was a tooth-drawer, the ga^ 
. was what they sometimes used in their business. 
These excuses, fritolOus as- they were, were of 
some avail to them ; and, as they had not mani- 
fested any evil design by an overt act, they were 
acquitted. 

But the Counsellor, who had foreseen what would 
happen, through the ii^suificiency of evidence, had 
provided another stroke for them. No sooner 
were they discharged.from the civil power, but the 
Apparitor of the Archbishop of Paris seized them, 
and conveyed tbem to the Ecclesiastical Prison ; 
and, in three days more, they were tried and con- 
victed of a scandalous prbikbation, by assuming 
to themselves the names, characters, and appear- 
ances, .of an holy apostle and a blessed angel^ 
with an intent tO' deceive a pious and well*meaning 
womaq, and to the scandal of religion. On this 
they were condemned to be publicly whipped, 
D 2* burnt 
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^ImHUtoniheslvoDlder by a hot iron, whh Hie let- 
,icta &AX. and sent to the: galleys 'for 'fotti>teeii 
'jtaj-s, . 

/The sentence vas executed on 4heni the next 
<)day, on. a MffM in thei Pl0ce de Greve, vmidst 
ap ianmncrable crowd of spectators: many • of 
iftrliqm condemned tfae soperstitioit of the lady, 
•<when perhaps they would have shewn the- same cm 
: a like occasion; since, it »niay be supposed, that i£ 
: many^of tAetr^stories of apparitions,' ^f fiaitits,>and 
.angeb, had been judioiously examined, they would 
'.have been found, likie the abovf, to Neither a gross 
-fraud, or the dreams of an ;o«rei^heated, enthusi- 
astic iraaginaition* 

I shall make no reflections on the above iaci; 
:but leave it to the iioparlial consideration of «the 
reader. 



THE 

' FEMALE SPRITES. 

In September 1764, .the following exArBordinary 
incident hai^ned in the family of a olergyinaa 
then living in Butholeniew Close. 

The gentleman and his wife Tetwming bane 
about! -eleyta o'clock iroih a lmnd'Vhouse,-'whete 

they 



I / 

tkfty bad bwni» spfead the evening desired ibe ' 
anid. to get tbew wtt m water to mix with s9iae ' 
wine* There beiag oo. fire in the pario'tir, - tbey 
went into the kitchen; afnd while the Avato" was . 
heating, the gentleman ordered the maid, to get 
a pan of coals, and-waiw the- bed. The servant 
bad not long been gone up stairs, when the gen- 
tieman and bis "wife beard an uncommon noise ' 
oyer their beads, like pep»ons walking without 
vhoes : tod, presently after, a woman enters the 
kitchen, without any ofcber clothes on than her 
shift' and cap. Ttielf , SMKtonashmeiit at sack a 
sight so greatly frightened them, that they bad 
nekhev of th^ pqimef to 'Speak a(Word< - aodNvhiW 
theyrw^e^ thlis abbwMrbed inamaaetMfit^.mwtber? 
wwama lenteittd the rooia. ia Ultm maootf 4 Jwt atr 
thi» tune the maid came doiwn from vfisatwog ib» 
bed; aad> thod^ gveatly* surpfised.al. so unex^ 
pedied'aiiiippearaiice, bad,tliQ oofiragetp ask them.> 
w^O'tbey werel and what they wauled 3 To whicb 
they replied, that they were servants at their iMiat<- 
doofrnei^hoiir's, and, being/awakened outof itbeir 
^eep hy^ their master's calling out. Fire and tbieveiji 
nil iqiiatairs; and enteriQg thegarre^iWindOw, oajM 
down*, to preserve thefioselves from danger,; aoid 
proeuie assiAtanee.. Upon, this, inquiry being: 
aade^ the geotleoakaa's daughter; at. th^- adifepingl 
home was found i* vioJiHit fits^ whidi oi^asjoned 
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his callipg the maids hastily to her assistance ; and 
this caused an akirm that had nearly proved fetal 
to the clergyman's mfe, who was, at that time/ 
far gone with cbihl. 



THE - 

PRUSSIAN DOMIKO, 

Oft 

FATAL EFFECTS OF JEALOUSY. 

An officer of rank in the service of the late King 
of Prussia, having lost an amiable wife whom he ^ 
tenderly loved, became quite inconsolable. Deeply 
. wounded with his arflliction, his mind was so ab- 
sorbed in melancholy, that the transient pleasaret 
of life were no Idhger a delight to him; he retired 
from the court and the field/ and at once s)»cluded 
himself from all society. 

Among the numerous friends who lamented 
his excessive sorrow,, his Monarch was not the 
least, who endeavoured to soothe his distracted 
mind with sympathetic tend^rn^ss. Indeed, his 
Mi^sty considered him not only an agreeable 
companion, hut a valuable friend; and was so 
much tnteiest^d in his behalf, that he was deter- 
mined. 
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mined, if possiUe^.to divert his imiood^rate grief* 
B«t neither the promises ,of promotioa, or the. 
tiireals c^ disgrace, could draw him from bis re- 
tirement. At length, after many zealous effortii| 
had proved ineffectual, a plan was suggested by 
the King himself, which promised success. His 
Majesty resolved to give a masquerade, to which, . 
by inviting Lindorf (for that was the. officer's 
name), an opportunity might be again taken to 
entice him within ^that circle of gaiety, of whieh 
be was once the admiration. The invitaM'on being 
accompanied with an affectionate and earnest so- 
licitation from the King, Lindorf could not refuse 
afccepting the offer; a«d,on the evening aj^pointed^. 
be was once more seen in the rooms of splendour 
apd festivity. On his entrance he met the King» 
who, after greeting him with great kindness, began 
to raily him upon his late weakness. Lindorf, 
ttmnked his Mfyesty for the honour, he did him,. 
and, after a short reply, they for some time walked - 
up and down the saloon together ; when at lengtb 
it was i^reed to part, that each might amuse him* 
sdif according to his own Ijkiog, with the different^ 
characters exhibited that evening. But the King's 
intention was solely to watch the movements of' 
Lindorf; for with heartfelt regret he beheld, as 
they parted, the fixed melancholy tbs^t still broo4- 
ed oil his countenance: and,.wheo he beheld. hinv, 
O 4 pass. 



pass^ wftfi'clbwn^ast e'^tH; the sdloon, where ti^^ 
dktke km! ' mtMe reij^^d v^itSi fSttch irri^sidtiMe 
sWay, all hope ^ rei6lafi^ii}g'the mihippy Widb^et' 
disap|)4ar^. For som^ thn^ h^ was wkhe^' 0^ 
hls'infelancholjr deportmenif; ahdWasi m\i6U u^cHd- 
1* Aadfh'at, t^erfe every ftce bfeame^ a»8i»lle, th^' 
cduhtcAjlflceoriindorf silone \^ sad atfd dejCct- 
c^i 'rte I^ing, despaSfihg of His' project being- 
stifccfessfrf, w^s abdut to quit thterdbih^^ when -fee* 
U^Id Lftidorf sudtifenl^ ;stop*aitd speak to a'-I«dy' 
i*a' Wact dotiiittb: Rejbiced' at* this trtr^Uttt^ftWfc^^ 
' hftpe agaitf revived, add* hfe stayed hi^ dcpaif«rt*w 
tb'i*attlitheeveiit. 

lijitddrf, \irKctt- hfe qUlttaf'the King, cotitJiiii^d* 
td walk up and d6Wtl' thtf^ rtioms, ridtWi^ afe^ 
tfacting Ws- attention- btrt' the lidj^ in tli^ Wacfc 
rfitBattOi Who, whereFvfer* hfe turnfexi^ always iJp-* 
Ifearfed befotfe Hittf : At flht lie imagined* tfe cbrf- 
ract^r intended' Eberely to amus^ Inm, iiid tfnrt 
' hfer i^i'ange' depdrtment was kiStlgat^d* by Hfe 
friends; but tli^ Unusual solemnity slttending heir 
appeaftittcfe, after he had in vartt desired' hei* io 
dii^Sist, stra<:$k him ' with astonisliiiient. He sud- 
denly stopped, and denialnd^d who she was ? •* t 
date not tell y6u," adfeweted'the dbmibo, id a detp 
ahd plaritivie tdne of voice.' thidorf startfed^-Uls: 
blbbd ran cold • it was exactly the voice of hfs> 
dfeceaaed Wife^. •* Wfab arfe you J fbrHe^etf^ sake, 

teli 



tell jse^.ov I die !" exeJaimed Undqrf, " Yo» wiB 
he iiMMPe wnetdied tfaan you are, if I teU joU>" ret 
plied life myaterkHiB unknown, in ^us^nta tb^t 
doubly ei^oited fais c»riostly* " Tell me," snid he^ 
** I coi^ure you; fiir I cannot he more wretcb^^ 
tfaoin 1 now am. TeU me all» and do not leave q)^ 
IB thi9 state 'of inquieti>de/' " Know then," a»- 
sinrered tlie domino, '' I am your wite/' ]j.indcir/ 
-started' — every i^erve waa* wrung with angoisb. 
** Impoasible/' said he in a fright, ** it cannot be; 
^Fet the voice appears the same/' Here his tongue 
faltering, be ceased to speak. When be had 
• somewhat recovered his recoHection, he ejaculated, 
** III the name of God, do tell me who y;ou ai^l 
Is it a trick, or do I dreamt" " Neither," re- 
lied the unknown; and continued, in the same 
tone of voice, to describe. several particulars rela- 
tive to his family /^ and in what manner many thingis 
were placed in the drawers belpuging to his de- 
ceased wife, wliich none bit himself and the de- 
parted knew of. At lengtb he was convinced the 
. figure before him must be 4he apparition of his 
wife ; and, in the voice of anguish and despair, 
requested she would unmask and let hiin see her 
face. That the figure refused to do, saying, that 
would be a sight he could not bear. " I can bear 
any ;thing," he replied,/ *' but the pain yeur,deni»F 
creates* I entreat you* let me see your face ; dp 
B & not 
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not refuse me !*' Again she denied him;, till nt 
last, by repeated entreaties, and his promises not 
io be alarmed, «he consented to unmask, and de^ 
«ired him to follow her into an anti-room, soleimrfy 
charging him not to give way to hb feelings. They 
then proceeded to the adjoining room. 
' The King, who was an eye-witness of the deep 
conversation they were engaged in, beheld, with 
rapture, their entrance into the anti>chamber, and 
saw the door closed. "He is certainly restored,*' 
said the Monarch to his confrdentiai attendant; 
'< Lindorf is most assuredly saved; he has made an 
appointment with some pretty woman, and has 
jiist retired to enjoy a private eonrersation. In 
her endearments he will, I hopfe, forget his sorrows. 
So we *may now partake of the festivities of the 
evening." Saying which, Jie' immediately joined 
the motley group with great cheerfulness. 

Lindqrf felt his blood chill ,^ as the door of the 
anti-chamber closed; fKit, the warmth of affection 
'• returning, he no sooner entered, than he claimed 
the dreadful promise. Again, in the most solemn 
manner, she advised him not to urge that which 
might tend to his miser}', as she was certain he had 
not sufficient fortitude to endure a sight of her. 
With horrot he heard the remonstrance ; and die 
eolemiiity of her deportment oiiily inspired his eager 
curiosity the more* At length, after many strict 

injunctions,. 
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injunctions* die lifted up the mask } ¥rh«n the as- 
tonished Liodorf beheld the most horrid spectacle 
of a skeleton head. " Oh» GodT' he exclaitiied, 
and, groaning, fell senseless on the floors In vain 
the mysterious domino aUempted to recover him* 
Sorrow had for a long time preyed upon his exist- 
ence, and terror had now for ever quieted the un* 
happy Lindorf. He breathed no ndore; he was a 
lifeless corpse. Instantly the domino quitted the 
rooipi, and retired from^he masquerade. 

The King had just returned to-his post of obser- 
vation, and saw the domuio depart. In vain he 
waited for Ljndqrf to follow ; an hour expired* and 
no Liudorf appeared. This raised the curiosity of 
the Monarch. • The door was left partly open, and 
lie ^ resolved to enter ; when, to his great surprise 
and sorrow, he beheld Lindorf stretched on the 
floor, a corpse. He instantly alarmed the company ; 
but the mystery of his dea}h in vain they attempted 
to develope. No marks of violence appeared on 
bis body, which was the more astonishing; and, to 

..add to the mystery, the: masqued lady was not 
to be found in any of the rooi^s. * Messengers 
were then dbpatched, and advertisements distri- 
buted, all over the city of Berlin* offering large 

' rewards for her apprehension;, but no furthei* in-, 
formation could be gained, than. that, deposed by 
Iwo chairm^, who s^rmed* they brought the 
D & domino 



V tf^miniD to the PtMMa^y Yiltiti tmm Am sjeeoiiot 

TEfetr' detddra«Joi» wash ^^ ftHd^s^'"" ikvid^ 
i^biiv^d a lietleir» .eftijofniBi^ s^#e^y^ attd desiiins^ 
ttem to' attend ki tllft dMk^ bf^ the «vetnkfg, ai ^ 
eertaaA cfiiitch t><9^<^fi> tb' eanty a ladj io tli^ 
tttfsquer^er tliey, ttrii^king it wati fiome* person 
who inf^nded to (Hay the cfa^rtt^terof a boftgoMiiH 
6t sptiU, did^ n^t hesitate, and made n^ fknkfBt 
inquiry, but pl^eeeded^ aft' the iMaut apjpoiilted;. 
to the pkifee taehfwni^d ; where thejt lotted a 
persott waiting m a hlki^ doniitio,' just v» ike ad<^ 
y efrii^ekne&t d^seri bed . 6a tti eit armal, without 
speaking a word, the doiiiiiio pkioed'the monby ibr 
tiiteftr their ha^d?, and iilsYaDdy entered the ehairy 
whleh tliey itomedfateiy eonveyed to the isaeqtK- 
radcf. bh their arrival without uttering a word; 
fhe dafti^d from thetn into the crowd, and they 
ka^ Bfo more of bet until twelve o'eloek, when, o» 
pAssing tfib door, they di^eovetted the domino agaii^ 
seated' in (he chair. They were much surpi'ised 
at sueh'stir^ge eondaiet ; b6t^ withouft reiecting on, 
llie eVeitt, they eonveyed her back again, as wa& 
agreed; to the same ehtttichf poreh^ when they re^ 
'^ived a fairther gratafty^ and departed/' S<tch 
#89 the deposkioif ^f tire two ohairtnefi^ at once 
%steri^tl9 aii^ ificompi^^ieasible. This liitetti^ 
g^nce stfH^or^ iistoni^ed the King, wiio in vaiti 

used 



\'ew&if !B€kthcid to: make furtbee discovery i» 
tU» eiErUadJ^dintu-y UDdf uohap^ afiair. 

Several fyeafB elwpsed, witkout any thing eocur* 
nag that GOtfld bad^ toi sc deTelopement of tbi» 
drelidiiil. eat«ilrOpte^ All siearoh after the lady 
wa»- ii^i0 gi^en. up^. afid nsiytfaii^ but l!ie remem* 
hmwsa of the^ imh«ppy affak remained; At length 
the h«4Mr writ/«edj . vihetL tbi* di«ad;^l m^^stery wa» 
exf^iae'd) wbioh di^layed one of the' most di»* 
boUeil and despteiate transactions ev^r known; 
The partie^rs are as follow. 

A lad^y.th^D at the point of death, requested to^ 
see ^Mttte cOnfidetifial frielld of the King's ; wfaicb 
request was itnUiedlately complied with : to whom 
she flMide the fotlowing eoniession. In' aecent» 
sear^ly audible, she told them, she was the persoa 
'wiio appeared m the black ^dominoy in so myster- 
riOtts a taanaer^ to Lindorf, and which unhappily 
eaased bis death. That revenge for neglected 
love instigated her. to play the part she, dkl; buf 
that she had no idea' the consequence would have 
been so fet^ : her intention being merely to as- 
sume the appearance of his deceased wife, in order 
that she might upbraid him, and gratify lier re- 
venge for haying broke his vow in marrying her 
sister instead (tf herself; and also that she might 
effectually persuade him to desist from his melan- 
choly intentions of remaining a widower, and pre- 
vail 
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▼ail on him to marry her — foj although he refdmeS 
her request personally, yet she hnagined the scheose 
must be successful, when played off under the ap- 
pearance of a spirit of his deceased wife ; and/ to 
deceive his imagination, she had endeavoured to 
personify her; for which purpose she had pro^ 
cured the head of a skeleton, and assumed that 
character which had proved the death of the man 
she so ardently loved, and the source of endless 
misery to herself. - She then related the conver- 
sation that had passed between them o& that; 
fetal evening, and fully described the whole par- 
ticulars of that mysterious affiiir. She likewise 
acknowledged she endeavoured to imitate the voice 
of his deceased wife ; and declared her intention 
for having the chair brought to the church porcb 
was to render the proceeding the more mysterious 
and incomprehensible in case of a scrutiny. On 
concluding this melancholy tale, she fetched a 
deep sigh, and instantly expired. 



THE 



DEAD MAN 

ANATOMICAL PROFESSOR. 

IVIant, who were personally acqvaioted witb 
Mr. Junker, have frequently heard him relate the 
following anecdote. 

Being Professor of Anatomy, he once procured, 
ibr dksectioD, the bodies of two criminab who had 
been Banged/ The key of the dissecting room 
not being immediately at band, when they were 
carried home* to him, he ordered- them to be' laid 
down ia a closet which (^ned into his own apart- 
ments The evening came ; and Junker, according 
to custom, proceeded t6 resume his literary labour 
before he retired to rest^ It was now near mid- 
nighty and all his family were fast asleep, when he 
hewd a rumblmg aoise in bis closet. Thinking 
that, by some mistake, the cat had been shut up 
with the dead bodies, he arose, and,, taking the 
candle^ went to see what had happened* But 
:what must have beea his astonishment, or rather, 
his panic, on perceiviog that^e sack which con- 
tained the two bodies was rent through the mid- 
dle. 
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die. He approaehed, and found that one of them 
was gone. 

The doors and \vittdow» wiere well secured, and 
he thought it impossible the foodies could have 
been stolen. He tremblingly l6oked round the 
closet, and observed the dead ma(n seated in » 
corner. . 

Junker stood for a monient motionless: the 
dead man seemed to look towards him^ he moved 
l^th to the right and left, but the dead man. still 
kept his eyes upon him. > 

Tlie Professor 'then rethred, step by step, with 
hi9 <Bye& Btill fixed upon the object of his alarm^ 
i^nd holding the candle in his hand, until he reached 
the door. The dead man instantly started up, 
and followed him; . A figure of so^ hideous an ap- 
pearance, naked, and in motion — the lateness o^ 
the honr — the deep silence which prevailed-^ every 
tiling concurred' to overwhelm hijn^with ccofusioo^ 
He kt iUll th^ only candle which he had buroisg, 
and alt was- darkness. He made bis/ escape to 
his. bed-chamber, and threw himself on the bed: 
thither, however, he was pursued ', and he, soon 
felt the dead* man embracing his l^s, and loudly 
sobbing. Repeated ciies of << Leave me \ leave me T^ 
released Junker from the grasp of the dead man; . 
who now exclaimed, " Ah! good eiceeiittoner I good 
dcecationerl have -mercy upon ate/' 

' Junker 



Junker soon peiHcdv«<} the caus^ of wbat bad 
faappenetfy and nramned bis for^tude. Hfe in- 
fbrtned the re-anlmated stirrer who he reaRy was, 
atid' made a motion, in order to call up some o€ the- 
family. ** Yon wish then to destroy me," ex^ 
> claimed the criminals " If yoa call any onc^ my- 
adirenture will become pubKe, and 1 shall be taken* 
atid' executed aseeottd'time. In the nmiie ofhu^ 
m^ity, I implore yon. to save my life" 

The' physician struck a light; deeovati^d bis-- 
gue^ with an old ilight-'gown> and, having made 
IJittt tHkeorff^i (Cordial; requested to know wbTat bad 
Irrotightbrm to the gibbet. It would bave^been' a' 
titdy- singular exhibition; otejerved Jfcitfkef; to have', 
seen* ntr, at'^t kite 'hour; engaged i» a t^-iht6t^ 
withf a di^itd ntiXk decked- out in a oigfat^gown. 

TKe poiov wret<;h iiffbrmed him, tliat he hadW* 
listed as a soldier, but that, having nogr«at attkcii«* 
itfeitt 'to' thfe^. profession, he had de^mined to de- 
sert*; that he had ul(^ttaa«eiy entrusted hi» se*' 
cr^t to a kind' of cfrimp, a feltow of no principle,, 
who'recomttoended' him tb awoumii^ in whose 
bouse he was to reniaita coifcealed : that this wo- 
lAsta Had discovered ' his- retreat to the officers- o# 
pc^Hce, ^o. 

Jteber- was? extremely perplexed bo^Kr \x^ save* 
the poornmn. It was^iinpoisrhle to retain him in^ 
hrs^ own house, and Iteep the -aflair * secret j and^ 

ta 
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to turn him out of doors, .was to expose him 
to certain destruction. He therefore resolved to 
conduct him out of the city, in order that he 
might get into a foreigil jurisdiction; hut it was 
necessary to pass the gates of the eity, which were 
strictly guarded. To accomplish this point» he 
dressed the man in some of his old clothes, cover- 
ed him with a cloak, and, at an early hour, set out 
for the country, with his protegS behind htm. On 
arriviiig at the city gate, where he was well known* 
he said in a hurrii&d tone, that he had been sent 
for to visit a sick person whp was dying in the 
suburbs. He was. permitted to pass. Having both 
got into the open fields, the deserter threw him- 
self at the feet of his deliverer, to whom he vowed 
eterm^l gratitude; and, after receiving some pecu- 
niary a^ist^ce, departed, offermg up prayers for 
his happine^. Tv- 

Twelve years after. Junker, having oo^asion to 
go to Amsterdam, was accented on the Excluinge 
by a man well-dressed and of the best appearance, 
who, he had been informed, was one of the most 
respectable merchants in that city. The mer- 
chant, in a polite manner, inquired whether, he 
was not Professor Junker, of Halle ; and, on being 
answered in the affirnp^tive, he requested, in an 
earnest manner, his company to dinner. The 
Professor consented. Having reached the mer- 
chant's 
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chant's house, he was shewn into an elegant apart- 
ment, where he found a beautiful wife, and two 
tine healthy children : but he could scarcely sup- 
press bis astonishment at meeting with so cordial 
a reception from a family with whom^ he thought 
he was entirely unacquainted. 

After dinner, the merchant, taking him into his 
counting-room, said, " You do not icecoUect mel" 
— " Not at all."—" But I well recollect you; and 
never shall your features be eflaced from my re- 
memlMranoe; Yon are my benefactor. I am the 
person who came to life in your closet, and to 
whom you paid so much attention. On partilig 
from you, I took ffae road td Holland. I wrote a 
good hand, was tolerably .expert at accounts ; my 
figure iHtas somewfaiit interesting; and I soon, ob- 
tained employment as a merchant's clerk. My 
good conduct,, aod my zeal for the interests of my 
patron, procured me his confidence, and his 
daughter's love. - On ha retiring from business, 1 
sueoeeded him, and became his son-in-law. But 
ibr you, however, I should not h^ve- lived to ex- 
perience all these enjoyments. Henceforth, look 
upon my house, ^y fortune, and myself, as at 
your disposal." 

Those who possess the smallest portion of Sensi- 
bility can easily represent to tfaecQselves the feel- 
^igs of Junker. ' 

THE. 



m 

THE' 

DRUNKEN BUCKS^ 

AND 

CHIMNEY' SWEEP. 



Ok Marcb the Idth, .1765; fbxn btielu asscaiMecl 
at' air inn in Graotfaton; to -drink a ^tass, . and ftaiy' 
aigame t>f cardie . Tl» glass circuliAiiig Very :hriaUly>. 
before midiiight they tiecaiae^ sa/intoxinted^.timt 
not one of. them, wns able tor determiiwclio;ir the 
gaaie, stood ; .aadisef eral disputes^ iiiletst>essed mtb 
a coBSHkrableritBiaber of < oaiM» emaed^ tilitiii^ 
agreed to let.the'card8iie» aDdcndBBCfiourto diurib 
themselves: sober*. Sfaottly after they resnraedttiwf 
game; aiid;eiKfa mav^iiimgiiing hk^stfif. capable o£ 
^iirectiB^ tbe rest; tbey sooa came agen to very 
Ugh wc(^ds: when tbe waiiec^ feaiful. that. seme 
bad consequences might eosne, let .tfaiein kixow it. 
was near three o'doch, and». jf< any geotleima 
pleased, lie would wait on him hem^ ^ instead: of 
conqalying. with his request, thc^eniiises loolfied 
upon it as an indignity offered them, and declared, 
with the most hoitid iiepreeations^ that not one of 
them woald depart (HI: day4ight« Bul^ in the 
height of their anger, an uncommon noise in the 

chiomey 
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^ckiniDcy engaged their attention ; when, eo look^ 
ing ta«ar4s tbe fire-place, a bknsk spectre made 
its i^p^mneey aafifeijiag oqt in. a hollos^ ne- 
aiaciog toncr^** AfyJMker.ikafu^t me/or.y^u, 
lit^mem reproibaUfJ** Tfaey alJ, . ia the greatest 
.fivghty (flew outiiof',4iie roon, 'iVitbooii sta;^iiig to 
i|3lke tbcsir hats, iniJ^rakeOi accents. <Mnfessiag: their 
aiBBy ami begging.' for jueffcy. ^ . 

It sqppews, that the Master «f .tfae.ian, £nding 
•lie coiiki not getisd of Jus. troublesome gaests,:and 
liaYSng a cfainBey^weeper in >his house sweeping 
•othec ehimneijis,^ he^gaye the boy. directions ta:de- 
seefid into.' the- loom as above related. Whilst he 
.stoddiat a distance, > and^ en||oyed ■ the droll vsoene 
«£ the i>ucksVfliglit. 



CRIPPLEGATE GHOST, 

THfi^^l0wt»g story, well av&etfticated in the 
fie^hbourhood of Cripplegate, will convince the 
wader, that vicions 'intenti<)ns are sometimes pro- 
ductive i>f iQuehgood to ^he parties they intended 
to injure. 

A geadewoiaan in %hat parish, faavmg'lain for 
some^a^S' in a^ tranee, - "was at length* laid out- and 
baiied: for dead, with a gold rin^ on her linger. 

The 
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The sextcMi knowing thef eof, he and his vfife, wftfi 
a lanthorn and'catidie, went privately tlie.next 
night, and dug dp the cMn, opened it^ untied 
the winding sheet, and was going to cut off her 
finger for the sake of the valuable ring huried with 
her, they, not being otherwise able to remove Jt.; 
. when, suddenly, the lady raised herself up (bein^ 
just then supposed miraculously to come out of 
her trance). The sexton and his wife rah awaj 
in a horrible fright, leaving their lanthorn behind 
them ; which the lady took up, and made haste 
home to her house. Wh^n knocking hard at the 
door, the ' maid-servant adsed who was there ? 
** 'Tis I, your mistress,'' replied the lady ; *' and do, 
for God's sake, let me in im|nediatdy, as I am 
very cold.*' The maid, b^ing much surprised and 
terrified at this reply, neglected to open the door, 
ran away to her master, and acquainted him with 
the circumstance ; who would scarcely believe 
her tale, till he went Uimself tp the door, and 
heard his wife reUte the dreadfiil particulars. 
He immediately let her in, put her into a warm 
bed ; and, by being well looked after, she soon 
perfectly recovered, and lived to have three chiU 
dren afterwards. 

This, extraordinary resuscitation is conjectured, 
by the faculty, to have been oocasicMned by the 

t sadden 
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sudden circolation af tlie blood on the villain's 
attempting to cat off the finger. 

A monunient, with a curious inscription o^ this 
affidr, is still to be seen in Cripplegate chnreh. ' 



THE 

VENTRILOQUIST. 

The Allowing anecdotes arc; related by the Abb6 
de la Chapelle, of the French Academy. * 

This gentleman^ having heard many surprising 
circbmstances related concerning one Monsieur , 
St. Gille, a grocer, at St. Germaifi-c^n-Laye; neaer 
Paris, whose astonishing powers as a ventriloquist 
l^d given occasion to many singular and diverting 
scenes, formed the i^esolution to see him.. Struck 
by the^ many marvellous anecdotes related con- 
cerning him, the Abbe judged it necessary first to 
ascertain the truth by the testimony of his own 
senses, and then to ihquire into the cause and man- 
ner in which the phenomena were produced. 

After some preparatory and necessary steps (for 
Monsieur St. Gille had been told^he did not chuse 
to gratify the curiosity of every one), the Abb6 
waited upon him,, informed him of his design, and 
was very cordi^|ly received. He was taken into a 

parlour 



<JiIk and himself .w^::^iJI^^,^ppp99it^M^i^ 
g^aU fire, ^Uh o^ly.,^^'^is^)^-^t^^n;:ti¥m, .'the 

sieur St. Gille all the time. . Half an hour bad 
passed, during wbich that gentleman diverted the 
Abb6 with a relation of many comic scenes which 
he had given occasion to by this talent of his ; 
^hen, all on .a sudden, the Al^b^ hc^rd himself 
called by his name and title, in a voke that 
«ee9ied to cwne from the rmf of a Boii^ at 
a distance. ,He wasalmpst.p^triSi^d J^ithfstp- 
^ishoient: on recollecting himself, howeirer, he 
^sked Monsieur St. )Gril|e .ivhetber he had jH^t 
^ust then given ^im a spec^pen of his art? JUse 
'Was^swered only by. a, smile. B,vt while. the Al)l|6 
ivas pointing to the bouse fr^m wbioh the; yoiqe 
had app^red to him to prpcec^, his surprise w^ 
nugn^nted on hearing hiinself answered, '" Jt wj|s 
/not from that quarter,'' apparently in the sfl^pie 
ikiad of voice as before, but which now si^emed.^^ 
.i^ue from under the earth, at ^Mie of the conieis 
of the voqm. In short, tbis> Petitions voice p^ye^y 
jas it were, every where about him, and seero^d to 
proceed from any qnarter «r distance from/vvhich 
the operator chose to trapsit»it it to him. The. 
Iiliusion was so very strong* tbfit, prepared as the 
;AllM rwas for this kind pf QQove|^atiot|, his ««fe 

senses 



VBtfTRILOeirrST. M 

alMolutely mcapable of wdtceivibg 
Though conscious that tfae-Yoice prdceede4 
the month of Monsieur St. Gille, that geiitie* 
appeared absolutely mute while 'he fhis esLcr^ 
: this talent; nor could the author perceive 
any diange whatever in his countenance. He ob^ 
aentcd, however^ at this first visit, that M<MMieuf 
St. Gtlle contrived, but without any affetetatioii, to 
ptesent oidy the profile of his £aioe to hiai, vAile 
fae was speaking as a yentriloquist. 

Ti|e next experiment made was'no less curious 
tium the former, and is related as follows — 

Monsieur St. Gille, returning home from a place 
vriiere his business had carried him, sought for 
Aelter from an approaching thunder«^storm, in a 
neighbouring convent. Finding the whole com- 
munity in mourning, he inquires the cause, and isr 
told, that one of their body had lately died, whc> 
vras the oniament and delight of the whole society* 
To pass away the time, he walks into the church, 
attended by some of the religious, who shew him 
the tomb of their deceased brother, aiid speak 
feelingly of the scanty honours tb^y had bestowed 
on his memory. Suddenly, a voice is heard, ap- 
parently proceeding from the roof of the choir, la- 
menting the situation of the deceased in purgatory, 
smd reproaching the brotherhood with their luke« . 
warmness and. want of zeal on his account* The 
E friars. 
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fria»»<tui io(Mi as their astonialmieiit gvve them 
poirer to speak/ cobatilt together* and agree to \ae* 
qiiamt thcl rest of the community mth this siiign- 
lar events so interesting to tile whole society. 
• Monsieur St. Otile, who widbed to carty on <be 
deception still farther, dissuaded them from taking 
this step; telling theifl, that they will be treated by^ 
their absent brethren as a set of fook and vision- 
aries. He recommended to them, however, the 
immediately calling the whole community into the 
church, when the ghost of their departed brother 
may, probably, reiterate his complaints. Accord- 
ing)y» all, the friars, novices, lay-brothers, and even 
the domestic^ of the ccmvent, are immediately 
summpned and collected together. In a short 
jtime, the voice from the roof renewed i^s lamenta* 
tioos and reproaches; and the whole convent fell 
on their feces, and vowed a solemn reparation. As 
li first step* they ehaunted a De ProfundU in full 
choir; durmg the intervals of which, the ghost 
occasionally expressed the comfort he received 
iVom their pious exercises and. ejaculations on his 
behalf. When all was over, the Prior entered into 
a serious conversation with Monsieur St-Clille; 
and, on the strength of what had just passed, sa- 
gaciously inveighed against the absurd incredulity 
of our modern sceptics, apd pretended pbilose- , 
- pherSi as to the existence of ghosts or apparttioiis. 

Monsieor 
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Moiisieur StOiHe'dioiight it now high time to 
uadeceiye the good iatfaiers. This parpose; Bow- 
ever, he foiiiid extremely difficalt to effect, tSl lie 
ll«d. prevailed upon them to retiini with him into 
thje churchy and there be witnesses of tbenumner- 
ia whicb he had conducted tbis ludicrous do^ 
eeptioB. :> 

. Im consequence of these memoirs, presented by 
the acithpr to the Royal Academy of Sciences 9t 
Paris, in which he commuBicated to them the ob- 
servations that he had collected on the subject of 
ventriloquism it general, and those he had made 
on MciMteur St. Gille in particular; that kanied 
body deputed two of its members, M. de Foudiy 
and Le Roi, to accompany him to St. Gjermain-en* 
laye, ill order to verify the facts, and to make their 
observations on'' the nature and causes^of this ex- 
lyaordinary ftculty. In the course of this inquiry^ 
a very singular plan was laid and executed, to put 
Mousieur St. Gille's powers of deception to the 
trial, by engaging^him to ex<^ them in the presence 
of alarge.party, consistingvf the commissaries of the 
Academy, and some persons of the highest quaMly» 
who were to dine in the open forest near St .Ger- 
andn»en-Laye on a particular d^y . All the men^ 
hers of this party were in the secret, ei^cept a cer- 
tain .lady,iiere designated by the title of the Couu- 
tesB de B» who was>pitbhed upon as a pcdper person 
» B 2 for 
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for Mielisiedf St< GiU^^s delnsife powers, as she 
knew potliiiig eith^ of him or of veotrilo<iQisfli | 
atnl pbsiribly for anotfater v^ntm, wbich the Abb6^ 
through politeness, snppresiies. She had been totd 
in general, that this party had been formed in eon*- 
sequence of a report, that an aerial spirit had^ 
lately established itself in the forest of St. Ger^ 
niiai&«ta*>Laye; and that a grand deputation from 
the Adidemy of Sciences was to pas»' the da)r 
there, to inquire into the reality, of the fact* ' . ' 

Monsieur St^Cjrille was one of the first of this 
sdeet party; and, previous to His jjbiqing the 
dompany in the forest, he completely deceive 
one of the Commissaries of the Academy, who 
was then walking apart from the rest, and whom he 
accidentally met/ Just as he Was abreast of him, 
prc^rcfd and guarded as the academician was 
against a 4eception of this kind, he verily believed 
that lie heard his associate M. de Foiichy, wfto 
was then with the company at above an hundred 
yards distance, calling after him to retiirn^s expe-' 
dMiottsly as -possible, ^is valet, too, after re- ' 
pcatxQg to his inaftter the purport of M. de Fou- 
chy^s supposed acclamation, turned about towards 
the company, and, with the greatest simplicity 
imaginable, bawled oiit as loud as he could, in 
answer to him, "Yes, Sir/' 

After this promising beginning, the parfy sat 

down 
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down to diaiier; and the<teral spirit* wIh^ had 
been, previoody furnidKHl with proper anecdotes 
lespecting the oonpaoy, soon b^^ to address 
the Countess of B. parti^nhrly» in a voice that 
seemed to Jbe in the air over their heads. Some* 
tunes be spoke 4o her horn the tops of the trees 
ground them, or from the sur&ce of the ground^ 
kat at a gteat distance; and at other times seemed 
t^ speak from a considerableldepth under her feet^ 
During thedi^er* the spirit app^ed to be abso- 
lately inexhaustiUe in the gallantries he addressed 
ito.her; though he sometimes said civil things to 
the rest of the. ^mpany. .This kind of conversa- 
tion lasted above tmro hours; and, in fioe, the 
ilkwitess was firmly persuaded, v^s the rest of tlie 
ii*d.mpfmy afie<^ed to be» that this was the voice of 
m aerial spirit : nor would she» as the author af- 
jfirmsy have been.undeceived» had not the rest, of 
.the company, by th^ir unguarded behaviour,, at 
lennth excited in her some suspicions. The little 
plot agajnst her was thai owned; and she ac- 
kpowledged herself to be mortified only in being 
liwakeded. from such a pleasing delusion. 
. Sevfind other ijistances of Monsieur St Grille's 
talents are related. He is not, however, the oidy 
ven^triloquiat now in being. The etithory in the 
course/ of his inquiries on this suli^ect, was in- 
tmne^ that the Baron de M^ngin, a German 
S3 nobleman, 
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neblcman, possessed this art in a very high Aegreef.' 
The Baron has also coQstmcted a Iktle puppet; 
or dolly (the lower jaw of whieh he moves by a 
particular oontrivance), with wbieh he hMts 9l 
spirited kind of dialogue. In the course of it, the 
little virago is so knpertine»t», that at -last he 
thrusts her into his pocket; from whence slie 
seems, to those present, to grumMe, and complain 

' of her hard treatment. . Some time ago/the Bar<ni, 
who was then at, the court of Bareith, being in 
company with the Prince de Deux Fonts, and 
other noblemen, amused them with this scene. An 
Irish officer, who was then present, was so firmly 
persuaded that the Baron's 4iol] was a' real living 
animal, previously taught by him to repeat these 
responses, that he watched his opportunity at the 
close of the dialogue, and suddenly made an at- 
tempt to snatch it from hia podtet. The littie 
dolt^ as if in danger of being suffocated, durii^^ 

. the struggle occasioned by this attempt, called out. 
for help, and screamed incessantly from the 
pocket till the officer desisted. She theu becime 
siledt ; and the Baron was obliged to take her out 
from thence, to <ionvinoe him, by handkliiig her, 
that she was a mere piece of wood. 

It should have been observed, at the begisning 
of the' Abba's ' anecdotes, that ventriloquise is 
the art of vOcal deception. It is an art, or quality, * 
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possessed by cUttAin persons, by means of wbicfaf 
tfaey are enabled to speak inwardly/ hai^nig the. 
power of forming' speech by drawing tibe air into 
tiie lungs, and to modify the voice in such a man>^ 
ner as to make it seem to proceed from any dis- 
tance; or in any direction whatever. 

There is no doubt bat many of these deceptions 
ka!re been magnified by weak people into those 
dreadful stories of apparitions and hobgoblins; 
which the credulous and ^thusiastic are too apt 
inplicitly to believe. 



THB 

SCHOOL-BOY APPARITION. 

A FBW years since, the inhabitants of Dorking; 
in Sorrey, entertained a notion^ that a ghost walked 
io a certain' place in that neighbourhood ; and that 
she (for it was' an ancient lady, lately dead) was 
seen hovering about the mansion-house, which was 
left uninhabited for some time ; that she would be up 
and down in the house ¥07 often in the day-time, 
making a rumbling and a clatlering noise ; and 
ifi the nighttime- she walked in the neighbouripg. 
fields. With a candle in her haodi an<| though the 
wind bkw ever so hard, it would not blow the 
B 4 candle 
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candle out; that nometunes she woidd appear im 
the open fields^ sometimes up in the tree& ; aad^ 
in particular, there was a littk heath nearDorking, 
called Cotman Dean, where, it was said; she' was 
frequently seen. 

There was ,a tNNurding-flchool of boys in that 
town, some of. whom were . particularly roguish, 
and contrived all this walking; •from the heginniog 
to the end. First, they got ^ sm^l* rope; ^and, 
tying one jBnd of it to an old chair which/ stood io 
an upper room of the house ^for they had found 
the means to get in and out of the house at plea- 
sure), they brought the.other end of the rope down 
on the other side of the house, in a private place, 
where it could not easily be seen ; and by this they 
pulled the old chair up, and then let it fall down 
again: this made a great noise in the house, and 
was heard distinctly by many of the neighbours. 
Then other boys of the same gang took care to 
call out the old women in the next houses, that 
now they might hear the old lady playing her 
pranks ; and, accordingly, they would all assembfe 
la the court-yard, where they could plainly hear 
the noises, but not one of them would venture to 
go up stairs. If any one offered to go a littk way 
up, then all was quiet; but, as soott as ever tbey 
relittd, ]the vumbliiig w^uld begin again. This 
was the day's deception. 

Io 
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in the night, one of these unlucky boys got a 

dark lanthorn, which was a thing, at that time, 

tlie country-people did not understand ; and with 

this he walked about the orchard, and two or 

tbree closes near the house, shewing the light in 

different directions. His comrades would then 

call all the old wom^n about them to se^ it. Then, 

on a sudden, the light would seem to go out, at 

the boy closed up the lanthorq,. Then he would 

run swiftly across the whole field, and shew his 

light again on the other side. Now he would be 

up in a tree, then in the road, then upon the middk 

of the heatji ; ^o that the country-people made no 

more question, but that the old lady walked with 

a candle in her hand, and that they saw the light 

of it; in a word, it passed for an. apparition, and 

was generally conceived as such by the neighbour* 

hood, till the knavery was discovered, the boys 

punished, and ttie townus-people laughed at for 

their credulity. 
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CREDULOUS PEASANTS^ 



±So longer a]go than the year 1788, when the bod* 
bandmen of Paris suffered so . severely by the de- 
vastation on the 13tb of July in that jear, many 
of the farmers were positively so superstitious 
at their own created fear», that, notwithstanding 
considerable sums were offered to indemnify tlieni 
for their tosses, and to encourage them to carry 
on with spirit the cultivation- of their lands, with 
new seeds, new implements, &c. they peremptorily 
ivFbsed, on account of a foolish report that wM 
then prevalent in some parts of the country where 
the storm happened. They said, that two giants 
were seen peeping out of the clouds, and threal- 
ening, with terrible countenances, gigantie frowns, 
and high-sounding words, that they would return 
next year on the same thirteenth day of July, with 
a greater scourge thai^ they then felt. Terrified 
cither at the imagined report^ or at the iknciedi 
sight of the giants (which terror atnd a weak braiik 
will often produce), many of the unhappy sufferers 
abandoned their houses, and commenced beggars,, 
rather than return to 'the labours of the field : so 

great 
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great was their afinght, in conuquence of that 
tremendous stoj'm.. 

This story, though hardly credible^ may be de- 
pended on as a fact, and may be seen in many of 
the public prints of that time. 



THE 

NOCTURNAL DISTURBERS. 

The following authentfc story is related by Dr, 
Plot, in his Natural History of Oxfordshire. 

Spon after the miirder of King Charles the Firsts 
a eommission was appointed to survey the King's 
house at Woodstock, with the manor, parjc, ^Qo4|^ 
and other demesnes thereunto belonging; and one 
ColiinSy under a feigned name,., hired himself as 
Secretary to. the Commissioners: who, upon the 
thirteenth of October 1649, met^ and took up their 
residence in the King's own rooms. His Msyest/s 
bed-chamber they mad^ ^eir kitchen ; the council- 
JbaU, their pantry ; and the presence-chamber was 
ihe place where , they sat for the dispatch of busir 
sess. His Miyestyfs dining room, tbey.made their 
.wood^yard, and stored it with the wood, of the £i.- 
jBous royal oak, from the high park.; which, thajt 
nothing might be left with the name of the King 
E 6 about 



abottt it, tbey hitd dng up by tbe roots, and scpHf, 
and bundled up mto jaggots fortfaeit firing. 

Tbiugs being tbasprepafed, tfaeyaat on tbe 16tii 

of tbe same montb for the dispatcb of boshiess ; and 

in tbe midsl of tbeir.fiM debate, there entered a 

large black dog, as tbey tbougbt, whicb- made a 

dreadful howling, overturned two or three of their 

chairs, and then crept under a bed, and vanished. 

This gave them the greater surprise, as the doors 

were kept constantly locked, so that no real dog 

could get in or out. The next day, their surprise 

nwa increased; when, sittiog at dinner in a lower 

room, they heard plainly the aOise of persons 

walking over their beads^ though they well knew 

the doors were all locked, and there could be no« 

HM^ there. Presently after, they heard also alh 

the wood of the King's oak brought l^ parcels 

from the clinittg-room, and thrown with great vio- 

kiice into the chamber ; as also tbe chairs, stools, 

tables^ and* other furniture, forcibly hurled about 

the room ^ their own papers of tbe minutes of their 

transaeti<Hii8(oni; and the ink-glass broken* When 

this noise ba4 Mtte time ceased, GOes Sharp, their 

Aeereiary, [tfoposed to enter fifst into these rooms; 

li)ld» in pr^Miee of the Commissioners, of whom 

he^Aseeived the keyf be opened the, doors, and 

.^nnd the wood spread about the riMMn^ the ehatrs 

.Kwaedahoul^^md brriK^» die oapers torn, and the 

hik-glass 
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idE«gbit8,bnAeD (ak bis been sud); bat kiot the 
least trmk of aiqr Iuumiii creatilre^ nor theient 
tvasoii to suspect one, as tbe doers were aU ftsf, 
and the keys ih the ciistodj of the Gonmissioneri^ 
It was therefore unaiiioiOQsly agreed* thit the 
|po9er:whd did thismitehief must have enterdl 
dMs TOOBi at the k^y-bol^i 

•The night following^ Sharjl,^ the Seeretary, 
urilfa two of the CdHmissioiiefs' ^rvaats, as 
they were in bed io the same TOotn (whidi 
f«H>in Was contiguous to that where the Conunis- 
ttOners Iiy>, hsk Ubeir beds' feet lifted so mttdi 
bigher than their heads* that they expected t6 
have their necks broW^n; and then they wevfe * 
let fall at once with so niu<;h violebee, as shook 
the whole faotise, and more than ever terrified 4llie 
Gonmissionfers. ^ 

On the night of the nineteenth, as idl were 
in bed m the same room for greater safety, 
and li^ts burning by them, the candles in an 
ivstant went out with a sulphurous snMlIt and,^ 
tfaatmoraent, many trenchers of wood were hurled 
abHotthe room; which, pext morning, were found 
to be the same their Honours had eaten off the day 
before^ which were all removed from the pantry, 
dMH^ not ^ lock .was found opened in the whole 
house* The next ilight, they iared still worse: 
the c«idl#s w«&t out. aa kefbre ; tte cnrtstbt of 

their 
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their Honouns' beds were rattled to and feo wi^ 
great violence ; their Honoim received maiqr cruel 
blows and Ifruises by ^ight great pewter dishes, and 
a number of wooden trenchers, being thrown, on. 
their beds, which beins heaved off were heardfoHr 
Ing about the room, though in the jnoming none of 
them were to be seen. Vhe following night, like- 
wise, they were alarmed with the tumbling down 
of oaken billets about their beds, and other ^ghtM 
noises : but all was clear in the morning, as if do» 
sndb thing had happened. The next night, the 
keeper of the King's bouse and his dog lay in the 
Commissioners' room ; and then they had no dis*; 
tnrbance. But, on the night of the twenty-secondi^ 
though the dog lay' in the room as before, yet tfa« 
dhdles went oot, a number of brickbats fell from, 
the chimney into the room, the dog howled pite- 
ously, their bed-Clothes were all stripped off, ami 
.their terror increased. On the twefity-fouith 
night, they thought all the wood of the King's oak 
^as violently thrown down by their bed-sideft; 
they counted sixty-four billets that fell, and sonn^ 
bit and shook the beds in which they liy: <6ut in 
the morning none were found there, nor had tiie 
door been opened where the billet-wood was k^t. 
The next nighty the candles were put out;, the cue* 
^ins rattled, and a dreadfol.cifck .tike tlnind^ 
was heard; and one of ihe servants, runniiig to 

see 
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see if hb master was not killed, found three dozeo 
of trenchers laid smoothly under the quilt by 
bSffi. . ! : 

• Bat all this was nothing to what succeeded «& 
terwards. The twenty-ninth, ali^out midnight, the 
cauicBes went <Hit; something walked miyestically 
through tte room, and opened and ahut the mtk* 
dows i grtet stones were thrown violently into the 
room, sohie of which fell on>the beds, others on 
the flo0r; and, about a quarter after one^a moim 
was bieard, as of forty jcannon discharged together^ 
and again repeated at about eight minutes disr 
tance. This alanDed and raised all the ne^bbpur* 
hbod ; who, coming into their Honours' rooms, ga* 
thered up the ^reat stones, fourscore in number^ 
and laid them in the corner of a field, where, in Diw 
Plof^s time, who reported this story, they were to 
he seen. This noise, like the discharge of cannon, 
was heard through all the country for ^steea 
ditles round, puring these • noises, which were 
heard ii» both room» togeth^, the Comnussiofiefs 
and their senra ats gkve one another over for los^ 
and cried out fbr help; and Giles Sharp, snatch*' 
ing up a sword, had well nigh killed one of thdi* 
HoBOurik, mistaking hiiiifor the spirit, as.he cam^ 
hi 'his' shirt, from bis own. room to their^s. Whii# 
Hifey were together,^ the noise was continued, and 
part of the tiliog of the hpuie waa stripped cS^ 

• and 
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md all die windows of an upper room Were take& 
away with it. 

On the thirtieth at midnight, something walked ^ 
into Ae chamber, treading like a bear; it walked 
many times about, thto threw a warming-pan vio^ 
lently on the floor : at the same time a large quan* 
tity< of broked glass, accompanied with great 
atones and horses' bones, came pouring into the 
room, with uncommon force ; these were all found 
in'liie morning, to the astonishment and terror of 
the Commissipoers, who were yet determined to 
0(r on with tiieir business. 
• But, on the first of November, the most dread* 
All scene of all ensued. Candles in every part of 
^ house were lighted up, and a great fire made. 
Mr midnight, the candles all yet burning, 'a noise, 
like the burst of a cannon, was heard in the room, 
and the burning billets were tossed about by it 
even into their Honours' beds, who called Giles 
and his companiotis to their relief, otherwise the 
house had been burned to the ground. About ^ 
dour after, the candles went out as usual; the 
«Hick of as many cannon was heard ; and many 
pailfuls of green stinking water wel% thrown upon 
their Hbnours' beds ; great stones were thrown io, 
•B before; the bed-curtanu and bedsteads tom. 
and broken; the windows shattered; and tfte 
Whoh neighbourhood alarmed witfc tfie most 

dreadful 



drcftdliil noises ; iiay» the very rabbit-steafen that 
weie abroad that night in the warren, n^ere 30 ter- 
rified, that they fled for fear, and left their ferreta 
behind them. One of their Honours, this nighty 
spoke; and, in the name of God, adied what it 
yrast and why it^ disturbed them sol No answer 
was given to this, but the noise ceased for a' while; 
when tbe spirit came again, and, as they all agreed^ 
brought with it seven devils worse than itself. Oo^ 
of the servants now lighted a large candle, and 
placed, himself in the doorway between the two 
chambers, to see what passed ; and, as he watched^ 
he plainly saw a hoof striking the candle and cao- 
djiestick into the middle of the room, and after- 
wards makjng tbree scrapes over the snaJST, scraped 
it out. Upon this the same person was so bold aa 
to draw a sword ; but he had scarce got it out, 
when be felt an invisible hand had bold of it too, 
and pulled wi|h him. for it, and, at length pre- 
vailing, struck him so violently., on .the head with 
the hilt, that be fell down for dead with the bk>w. 
At this idstant was heard ' another burst, like the 
discharge of tb« broadside of a ship of war ; and, 
at about a minute or two's distance each, no less 
than niiieteen more such. These shook the house 
so . violently, that they expected, every moment it' 
would fall upon their heatb. The neighbours, on 
this,, as has bieei^ said, being .^ alarmed, flocked 

to 



to the KoQse in gre^t namben, and aO joioed in 
prayer and psahn-singing ; ^^aring which the noise 
still continued in the other rooms, and the report 
of cannon was heard as from without, tfaongh no 
▼isible s^ent was seen to discharge them. . 

But, what was the most alarming of all, uid put 
an end to their proceedings efleotnally^ happened 
the next day, as they were all at dinner ; when a 
paper, in which they had signed a mutual agree- 
ment to reserve a part of the premises out of the 
general survey, and afterwards to share it equally 
amongst them, (which paper they had hid) for the 
present, under the earth, in a pot in one comer of 
the room, in which an orange-tree grew), was 
consumed in a wonderful manner, by the earth's 
taking fire, with which the pot was liHed, and 
burning violently with a blue flame, and an into* 
lerable stench, so that they were all driven out of 
the house, to which they could never again be 
prevailed upon to return. 

. This wonderful contrivance was all the inven- 
tion of the memorable Joseph Collins, of Oxford, 
otherwise called Funnif «/be> who, having hired 
himself, for their Secretary, under the name of 
Giles Sharp, by knowing the private traps belong- 
nig to the house, and the help oi puhna^fidminam 
and other chemical preparations, and letting his 
ellow-servants into the scheme, carried on the 

deceit. 
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decneit. withoot disooverj, to the. very last, so dex- 
trously; that the late Dr. Plot, in his Natural' 
Hiflitoryy relates the nvhole for fact, in the grayest 
mannei** 



MARESCHAL SAXE, 

THE HAUNTED CASTLE. 

The following very remarkaMe adveature, which 
befel die I^areschd de Saxe, whilst returning to 
his coimtry-seat, near Dresdi^n, in Saxony, ha» 
oAea heen related by him to his friends and ao- 
^uaintance $ knd, as the Mareschal was not less 
fimed fer his love of truth, than for his h^oic 
eourage as a warrior, none of them ever doubted 
the truth of his relation. 

** Returning," says the Mareschal, ''from the 
fiitigues of a very active campaign to my country- 
»at, in order to seek, in retirement, some relaxa- 
tion daring the remainder of the winter, I arrived 
on the third day at a snail village, on the verge 
of>sn extensive forest. At about half a league 
InMDtilns ullage, stood an ancient castle, in which 
some of the country-people were usually wont to 
take up their abode, and from wUeh they^had of 

late 
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kife been driven^ aeocirdiDg to iiidr mocount, bjr 
the nightly appearalice of a mo»t terrific «peetre^ 
whose visit ni^ amtt>uiied by the moiBt: biileaus 
groans. On conversing with some of the viUagers,'' 
observes the Mareschal, *' I found that aa univer- 
sal terror pervaded . the whole neighbourhood ; 
many of them declaring they had actually seen 
the dreadful ghost; whilst otfaa!S» taking their 
declaration for granted, promulgated the atory^ 
according as .their imiaginations were more or less 
affected by their fears. ^ 

"'Willbg, if possible^ to cqmfoit these poor 
people, and to convince them that theiI^ senses 
were deceived* I told liiem they were wrong to 
suffer their fears to get, the bcitter of their reasqd^ 
' and diat* if any of them had th^ courage to es»* 
mine more closely into the ^tSaif, Ufaey would fiad 
the wb^le was nothing more doui'Some imposture^ 
or the effiision of a superstitious biaip» or, at most, 
« trick played upon tfaeoi by some wicked people 
on purpose to amuse themselves by sporting with 
their feelings. But 1 . walB jnuoh disappointed to 
find that my arguments, had but'little effect. I 
therefore, determined, if posdbK to tiace Ae 
afisdr to^ the bottom before 1 departed* is order 
to diapel their fears» aod.do away thenafavttonUe 
impression they had so feneially eiUertaiiied of 
the castle beuig haunted. . , 

" I now 
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*'. I ndw told Aeniy I would pass a night in one 
of tlie apaitmenis of- the caatkf, provided I were 
hamabttd with a bed^ and other necessaries requi- 
site forlsuoli an undertaking. ' Moreo^rer/ said I»: 
' Jf tins ghostly personage shdiild honour me with 
a visit, I shall not iail to propone artideir of ac^ 
eomoBOidBtibo between yon/ To<this they readily 
as8csted» and seemed much pleased with my pro-' 
position^ • 

*' lo the evening, my bed, fire, and other requi- 
sites, being ready, I wasi conducted to my new 
abode ; on entering which,^ I proposed to some of* 
my conductors to pass the night with me, which 
they, oile and all, declined, under various pre- 
tences. ' Well then, my good peopk,' said I, ral-* 
lying their wmt of courage,-* the day is now 
dosing apace, T would have you return immeiii- 
atsly« lesi this nightly intruder should intercept 
yarn in your retreat.' Whereupon my companions 
took kave^ and hastened with all speed from the 
castk. . 

** Being now alone, I thought it prudent to 
examine the cattle with the most minute drcvnt- 
apection. After various researches to discov^ all 
Ae private avenues of the ptece, I returned to the 
i^rtment I proposed sleeping in, at the further 
ead of whieb I perceived a door that till now I> 
kad not discovered. 1 4»say^ to open it, but in 

vain. 
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vain, as it was fastened on tbe other side. This 
^naturally excited my suspicion. I again madei tlie 
attempt, and again was unsuccessful.- I tbeh pi«- 
pared to guard mysel£ against a surprise ; I: there- 
fore charged my pistols, and hid them together 
with my sword in a convenienl place to. seize them 
on the le^st alarm. I then took a slight repast, of 
such provisions as had been prepared for me; 
after which I amused myself, until my usual hoinr 
, of going to rest, with examining the Gothic deco- 
tations of my apartment, and then laid m^ down 
on the bed, and, being rather overcome with the 
fatigue of the day, I soon sunk -into a profound 
sleep. How long I continued in this stater, I can- 
not exactly say ; but I conjectured it to be about 
midnight, when I was ahirmed with the most unac- 
countable noise I had ever heard. I listened a 
few seconds, to ascertain from whence the somid 
came, and soon found it proceeded from without 
the^ door I had fruitlessly attempted to open. I 
instantly jumped from the bed, seized my arms, 
and was in the act of advancing towards it, deter- 
mined to find out the cause of this disturbance, 
let what would be the consequence ; when, sud- 
denly the^loor flew- open, with the most tremen- 
dous crash. A hollow groan isttued'from the 
vaults below; and a tall figure of gigantic appear- 
aoce, clad tacompi^tfi armouri rose to my view. 

, The 
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Hie Agnt^t appeanmce was SQ sodden and terrific, 
ttat I could not in a moment collect mywlf saft* 
ciently to call oat and sp^' to it ; but^ a moment 
. after, my courage returned, and, calling to mind, 
that I cpuld only find safety in my own conrageoos 
effortf 9 and not doubting but tjie intruder was a 
mortal like'myself, I instantly levelled one oCmy 
pistols, and fired. The ball struck die breast- 
plate of the figure, glided quickly off, and lodged 
in the wall. ' I levelled again, fired, and with the 
same effect. I then drew my sword, at the same 
time exclaiming, * Know that I am the Mareschid 
de Saxe ; that I am a stranger to fear, and that thia 
sword shall quickly prove whether thou art mpi^ 
tal or not !' * Be thou the Mareschal de Saxe; or 
tlie devil,' replied the figure j * thy courage here 
can avail thee nou^t. I have the means to de* 
stroy thee, or an hundred such, in an instant. But, 
follow me; thy obedience only can insure thy 
safety.' I now saw that resistimce would be vain, 
as several figures clad in ailmour like the first, and 
well armed, appeared at each door. * Well then/ 
said I, ' since it is so, lead the way; but remem- 
ber, that the first who dares touch me dies, if my 
own life is the immediate forfeiture;' 

^* We then quitted the apartme^t, by the secret 

door alreadjf mentioned;^ and; descending by a 

circuitous flight of stairs, soon arrived at another. 

^ . ' door. 



^ooFy which flew Qjj^B on our appioacfa. M^ 
sooner were we entered, than my guide gave m 
. siicad to those ;wfao followed, atnd Hie door was 
utstantly shut. A number of Vulcan-like creaturfes 
now appeared, bearing lighted torches, and lead* 
ing the way through a winduig subterraneous pa»* 
sage. W&soon came to a spacious ariiied vaolf^ 
in. which I beheld upwards of fifty persons very 
aeltvely engaged in the various processes of coin* 
ing. The whole mystery was now developed ; 
and I discovered that, tor the first time in my life, 
I had fidlen into the hands of a most desperate 
gang of coiners. Escape was now utterly impos- 
sible ; nor could I entertain the most distant hope 
of succour firom without the ca^te, as my sudden 
cHsiqppearance would rather operate to confirm 
the terrcMT of the villagers, than st^ulate them to 
search after me. 

'* The man in armour now turned to me, and 
addressed me in nearly the following words — 
* Yoa now sek for what purpose we are here 
airived. 1 am the chief of this band ; and it is 
principally to me you may attribute your preserva« 
tion. We ^l^ve but recently taken up our abode 
in this castle ; and the plan we have fellen upon 
to teirify the villagers and country round, and 
thereby keep them from pursuing us, has hitherto 
succeeded .beyond our most sanguine expectations; 

Qor 
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nor was it likely we should have been disturbed 

for years to come, had you not visited these parts. 

Of your resolute intention to sleep in the haunted 

afiartment we were informed by our friends witbr 

out ; your name also was made known to. us : upon 

which an universal constematiop' ensued. Many, 

wished to fly» in order to avoid, what they con- 

ceivedy inevitable destruction: others. were of opi*> 

nion, it would be better to. suffer you to enter the . 

castle quietly ; and as, most likely you would b« 

attended with b«it few persons, to dispatqh you all 

in the night, and hide your bodies amOng the ruins 

in one of ;the vaults. . This last proposition had 

the majority ; as it was considered, that our own 

safety would not only be secured for the present 

by this act, but it would in all probability prevent 

others from making the like atten^pt hereaften 

But this proceeding was happily over-ruied by me 

and a few. others^— I say, happily; . for though we 

are <[;onsidered, in the eye of the law, as co-brothers 

with assassins and midnight robbers, yet God for- 

' bid that we should add to oiir crimies by staming 

our hands with the blood of the' innocent. To be 

brief, I promised that, with the aid of a few of my 

coinpanions, I would drive^ou from the castle by 

the same stratagem I have befi>re made use of to 

others, of, if that did not suepeed,. to secure and 

conduct you by force. Thus have I explained the 

F cause 
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cause of your present detention. Th^ regaining 
your liberty mast entirely depend on your acqni- 
cseence with oar proposals ; and there is a way I 
can point out, by which you may secmre both your 
own safety and oor's/ * Name it not then/ said I^ in- 
terrupting hin» \if it be dishonourable; for I had 
rather perish here by your hands, than owe my 
tiberty to any connivance at your iniquities^ or be 
the instrument of your future secarity V ' Use your 
own pleasure/ continued he, in a determiqed tone 
of voice; ' but yon certainly mUit not depart this 
place until you have bound yourself by your honour 
tiot to divulge a secret, on which depend the lives 
of so many persons. That word, once pledged 
hy the Mareschal dt Sax£, will be a sufficient gua- 
rantee of our future safety. I could have wished 
our request had been more congenial to your feel> 
Bigs; but pur situation is desperate, and conse- 
quently impels us to enforce, what we would, 
under all other circumstances, have solicited as 
the least of favours— your word of honour. 

** I paused for several minutes : a coniVised mur^- 
mur now run ^throughout th^ whole place, and an 
universal disapprobation at the chiefs forbearance 
began now to manifest jtself. Add to which, I saw 
the utter impracticability of escape without com- 
plying with their demand ; and I knew that their 
prepossession in my favour was but partial, and of 

course 
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course migfat soon gi?e wa^ tQ their foryier pteii of 
assassinatiDg me for their safety. . If | ooptiaued 
iafle^riblei I perceived u^j deatfi waft inevitable. 
Therefore, as tbp. majority were favourably inr 
plinedy I m^de a virtue of necessity, and gfive theq^ 
my word to keep the secret of the wbple affidr 
locked within my own breast. * You are now at 
liberty/ said the chief, ' to return to, your apart- 
ment, where you may rely on being perfectly safe 
until break of day, when you had bejtter depart.* 
Whereupon the doors flew open, and I was cou- 
ducted back to my old lodging, where I sat rOr 
minating on the strangeness of the adventure* 

'' Day now appearing, I quitted the castle,* and 
hied me to the village, wher^ I found most of the 
inhabitants already in waiting, eager to hear how 
^I made out with the ghost. Numberless were 
their interrogatories, which I only answered by 
telling them I was not at liberty^ to disclose what 
I btid seen and heard. Their old opinions were 
now more fully copfirmed than ever; and, I believe, 
from that moment none have had courage to ven- 
ture near the castle after dark ; and it is probable 
that, to thl^day, the whole mystery has never 
been truly explained to their satis&ction. Shortly 
after, 1 set out on my journey, and soon arrived in 
safety at my own domain. 

^ About four years after this, a person rode up to 
P 2 my 
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my gate, leading a couple of beautiful chargers, 
whiclb he delivered, with a letter addressed to me, 
into the hands of my domestics ; and,, having so 
done, he clapped spurs to his horse, and disap- 
peared in an instant. On opening the letter, I 
found it contained nearly the following words-— 

* From the pretended Ghost of tke Haunted Casile, 

* to the Mareeehal de Saxe. 

* Brave Mareschal — ^You are now at liberty to 
'* divulge the secret, of our aflair in the haunted 
' castle. Our fortunes are now madie; and, ere 
' you receive this, we shall be far from hence. 
*; But remember, that whatever the world may say 

* as to the propriety of keeping your word with 
' men like us^ know, that the honourof a prince*, 
''once pledged, should be kept inviolate, even 
' though given in a bad cause. My companions 
'* desired me to beg your accej^tance of the horses 

* you will receive herewith, as a mark of .their 
** most grateful acknowledgbients. Adieu! May 

* you live long, and be happy.' — ** 

• The Bfaresdial was tbe SOB of a Xiog. 
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REMARKABLE RESUSCITATION, 



In the first volume of the CauH$ Celebres, a po- 
pular French work, is the following extraordinary 
story, which occasioned a serious law-suit. 

Two. men in trade, who lived in the street St« 
HoBor^ in Paris, nearly equal in circumstances, 
both following the same profession, and united in 
the closest friendship, had each of them a child,, 
much about the same age. These children were 
brought up together, and conceived a mutual at- 
tacbment,'which, ripening with years into a stronger 
ancl more lively sentiment, was approved by the 
parents on both sides. This young couple was 
upon the point of being made happy, by a more 
solemn union, when a f ich financier, conceiving a 
passion for the young maiden, unfortunately crossed 
^heir inclinations -by demanding her in marriage. 
The allurements of a more brilliant fortune se<. 
duced her father and mother, notwithstanding 
their daughter's repugnance, to cohsent to the 
change. To their entreaties', however, she was 
obliged to yield, and sacrificed her affections by 
becoming the wife of the financier. Like a wo- 
. . I ' F 3 man 
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man of virtue, she forbade her earlier lover the 
house. A fit of melancholy, the consequence of 
this violence done to her inclinations by entering 
into an engagement of interest, brought on her a 
malady, ^rhich so far benumbed her faculties, that 
at length she was given over by the. faculty, appa- 

, i-ently died, and was accordingly laid otit for burial. 
Her former lover, who had once before beheld 
her in a similar situation, flattered himself that he 
might possibly again find hei* in a trance. This 
idea not only suspended his grief, but prompted 
him to bribe the grave-djgger, by whose aid he 
dug up the body in the night-time, and conveyed 
it home, lie then used ev^ry means in his power 

' for recalling her to life, and was overjoyed on dA> 
covering that his endeavours were not iiiefiectual. 
It is not easy to conceive the surprise 6f the 
young woman on her resuscitation, when she found 
herself in a strange bouse, and, as it were, in the 
arras of her lover, who soon infordded her of what 
had taken place on her account. She then com- 
prehended the extent of her obligation to fyer 
deliverer ; and love, more pathetic than all his 
persuasions to unite their destinies, determine'd 
her, on her recovery, to esscape with him into 
England. This was effected ; and they lived fot 
some years in the closest union. 
At the end of tea years, they conceived the 
' * natural 
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natural wish of revisiting their own country, and 
at length returned to Paris, where they took no 
precaution wWtever of concealing themselves; 
being persuaded that no suspicion would attach 
to their arrival. It happened however, by chance^ 
that the financier met his wife in one of the public 
walks. The' sight of her made so strong an im- 
pression on him, that for some time he imagined 
it must be. her apparition; and, being fully per* 
suaded of her death, he could not for a long time 
el^ce that idea. However, he so contrived it as 
to join her; and, notwithstanding the language 
she made use of to impose upon him, the left her 
with the conviction that he was not deceived at 
finding her a living substance. 

The aingulaurity of this event gave more charms 
to the woman in the eyes of her former husband 
' than she befbre possessed. He therefore acted with 
such addVess, tl^at he discovered her abode, not-^ 
withstanding all her« precautions^ and reclaimed 
her with ail the regular formalities of justice. 

It was in vain that the lover maintained the 
right which his cares for his mistress gave him to 
th^ possession of her i that he represented her 
inevitable death but for him ; that his adversary^ 
divested liiraself of all his own rights, by causia^ 
her to be buried ; that be ought even to be «e-» 
cused of homicide, fdr^ want of having taken 
F 4 proper 
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proper precautions to assuj-e himself of bcr death j 
' aad a thousand other ingenious reasons, which love 
suggested to him. But, finding that the judicial 
ear was unfavourable, and not thinking it expediejit • 
to Wait the result of a definitive" judgment, he fied 
with his mistress into a foreign country; where 
they passed the remainder of their days without 
further molestation. 



THE 

CREJDULOUS BISHOP. 

A FEW years since, a memorable conference took 
place between Dr. Fowler (then Bishop of Glou- 
cester) and a Mr. Justice Powell: the former, a 
zealous defender of ghosts; and the latter, some- 
what sceptical about them. They had several al- 
tercations upon the subject ; and once, when the 
Bishop made a visit to the Justice, the latter, con- 
tracting the muscles of his fece into an air of more 
than usual severity, assured the Bishop, that, since' 
liieir last disputation, besides his Lordship's strong 
Ireasoliis, he had met with no less- proof than ocular 
demonstration, to convince him of the real exist- 
ence of ghosts. " Howl" says the Bishop; " ocu- 
kur demonstration ! Well^ 1 have preached, I have 

''• printed, 



' ' 0RBDULOU8 BISHOP. / 117 

printed, upon the subject ; but nothing will cour 
vinoe you sceptics but ocular demonstration.. I 
am glad^' Mr. Justice, you are become a convert. 
But pray, Sir» how went thb affair 1 I beseech you, 
let me know the whole story/' '' My Lord/' aljh 
swei'ed the Justice, ** as I lay one night in my bed» 
knd had gone through the better half of my £rst 
sleep, it being about twelve o'clock, on a su(}den J 
was awakened by a very strange and uncommon 
noise, and heard^something^ coming up stairs, and 
stalking directly towards my room. I had the 
courage to raise mysejf upon my pillow, and to 
draw the curtain, just as 1 heard my cbaifiber-door 
open, and saw a glimmering light enter my cham- 
ber." '* Of a. bine colour, no doubt/' says the 
Bishop. '^ Of a pale blue," answers the Justice. 
" But, permit me, my good Lord, to proceed. 
The light was followed by a tall, meagre, and. 
stern personage, who seemed to ' be of the age of 
seventy, in a long dangling rug gown, bound 
round his loins with a bread, leatherii girdle ; his 
beard was thick and griz^Uy ; he had a large fur 
cap on his head, and a long staff in his hjsuid ; his 
face was full of wrinkles^ and seemed to be of a 
dark and sable hue. I was strud^ with tfaie ap- 
pearance of so surprising a figure, and felt some 
shocks which I had never before been acquainted 
with. Soon after the spectre had eptered my 
F 6 ^ loom. 
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lt>ohi, ^th a hdsty, but smnewliat stately pttte, 
it drexv near my bed, abcf stared me foil i& the 
ftce." " And did you not speak to itT inter- 
rupted the Bishop, with a good deal of emotioii. 
** With submission, my Lord/' says the Justice, 
*• please only to indulge me in a few words more/' 
** But, Mr. Justice, Mr. Justice/' replies the Bishop 
still more hastily, *' yon should hate spoken ^o It ; 
there was money hid, or a nmrder comnfitted ; 
and give me leave to observe, thiit' murder is a mat'* 
ter cognizable bylaw, and this came regularly into 
* judgment before you." " Well, my Lord; you will 
kave your way ; but, in short, I did speak to it." 
"^ And what answer, M^r. Justice, I pray you-*^ 
ti^at answer did it make ypu ?" *' My Lord, the 
'answer was, not wftbout a thump with the staff, 
^nd a shake of the ianthom, that he ^vas the wfetch- 
man of the night, and came to give tne notice, fhat 
he had found the street-door open, and that, unless 
I arose and shut it, I might chance to be robbed 
before break of day." 

, The moment these words were out of the good 
Justice^s mouth, the Bishop vanished with much 
more haste than did ^e supposed -ghost, and in us 
great a surprise at the Justice's scepticism, as the 
Justice was at the Bishop's credulity. 
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GHOSTLY ADVENTURER. 



Ab(H7T thirty years ago> some labouring mecbar 
aicf met ooe Saturday evening, after receiving tbeir 
wage»9 at a public-house, near Rippon, in York- 
shire, for the purpose of enjoying themselves coif- 
vivially, after the cares and fatigues of the weel(. 
The glass circuhited freely: every man told his 
story, or sing a song; and various were the sub- 
jects of conversation. At lengjth that o£ courage 
was introduced; every man now considered him- 
self a hero, as is generally the case when liquor 
begins to operate. One boasted his £(kill as a pu- 
gilist, and .related how many battles, be bad fougbl, 
and came off victorious ; another related a dreadful 
encounter he had lately had with a mad dog, whom 
he overpowered and left dead tm the field ; a third 
told a story of bis sleeping i^ a haunted house, and 
his conversation v4th a dreadful .ghost. In short, 
▼arjous. and extravagant were the different taiiss 
tb^y told ; until one, who had hitherto remained 
3ilent, arose, amLtotld tbem lbat» notwithstanding 
tlieir boasted cmiiage, he wanld wager a bet p{ 
4ye guineas^ that not one of tlie company badre^ 
F 6 lutioo 
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lation sufficient to go to the bone-house, in the 
parish church^yard (^faieb was about a mile di»-r 
tant), and bring a skull from thence with him; ancl 
place it on the table before the guests. This 
wager was soon accepted* by one of the party, who 
itnmediately set off on his expedition to the chureh- 
yard. The wag whoThad proposed the bet^ and 
who knew a nearer by-way to the bone-house than 
liis opponent had taken, requested of the landlady 
to* lend him a white sheet, andthat he yronld soon 
cool this heroic man-s courage. The landlady, 
who enjoyed the joke, complied with hfs request, 
lent him the sheet, and off set our wag with the 
utmost speed; He arrived at the bone-house fir^t, 
threw the sheet over liim, and placed himself in 
one comer, waiting the arrival of his comrade. 
Presently iifter enters the first man, with slow de- 
liberate pace ; and observing a figure in whire, he 
felt himself greatly alarmed (as he* afterwards ac- 
knowledged). However, he resumed his courage, 
, advanced, stooped down, and picked up a skuN. 
Immediately the phantom exclaimed, in a deep^and 
hollow tone, « Thafs my father's skull /*' « Well 
then," repljed the adventurer, " if it be thy fh- 
ther's skull, take iU" So down he laid it, and. took 
ap>nother ; when the figure replied, in the same 
hollow tone, ** Thafs my Hwtket^s skull!" '* Well 
then," the other again replied^ ** if it be fiiy mo- 

t.hei's 



<JHO$TLy ADVENTURER. 121 

tiler's skull, take it/' So down he laid it, and took 
up a third. The apparition now, in a tremen* 
doasly awfiilinjaiiner, cried out, •* Thatsmt/^ skull T 
" If it be the devil's skull, FU have it I'i answered 
the hero; and off he Van with it in hi» hand, 
greatly terrified, and the spectre after him. 

In his flight through the church-yard, he stum- 
Med over a tomb-i)tone, and i^lf ; which occasioned 
4he ghdsi likewise to fall opon him, which in- 
ere^lsed not a little his fright. However, he soott 
extrkaled himself, and again bent his Aight towards 
the inn, which he soon reached; and, bolting sud- 
denly into the room, exclaimed, with terrific coun- - 
tenance, his hair standiqg on end« ** Here is the 
sktill you sent me for : but, by George, the right 
owner's coming for it !" Saying which, dotvn went 
the skall, and instantly appeared the figure with 
^ the white sheet on^ This unexpected intrusion so 
much frightened all the company, that they ran 
€Hit of the house 8$ fast as possible, really belieT- 
\ing it was an appa^kion from the tombs come to 
pttnish them for their sacrilegious theft. Such 
power has fear ovier the strongest mind whea taken 
by surprise ! The tfndaunted adventurer, however, 
won- his wager ; which was spent at the same faou«e 
the Saturday foHowing, when the joke was univer- 
sidly allowed tot»e a very good one. 

THE 



1» 

•> THE N 

HEROIC MIDSHIPMAN;; 

CHURCH^JRB ENCODNTBJL 

At a respectable inn^ ia a msaket-tovm, in tibe 
west of England, a^ne jew years aioee, a regular 
get of the inhabitants met every evening to snioke 
th^ir pipes, and pass a conviyial hour. The con- 
versation, as is usual at those places, was generally 
desultory. One evening, the subject introduced 
was concerning ghosts and apparitions i and nuuiy 
were the dreadful stories then told. A young mid- 
shipman, having accidentally dro[^ed in, sat a 
silent and an attisntive hearer ; and, among otber 
tales, ^eard a^dreadful one |yf a sprite or hobgoUin 
dressed in white^ which eyety Qigh^ was seen ho- 
yerifitg over the graves, in a church-yard at no^g^aat 
distance from the inn, and through which was a 
loot-path to one of the principal streets in the town. 
Our ybang gentleman telt himself stimuteted with 
^ ardour of quixotism at this relation; and was 
determined in his own mind, whatever n^ght be 
the 4M»nse<|uaice, to encounter this nightly speetre, 
which so mueti disturbed the courageous inhahitt- 
ants of the place. His pride was» to perform this 

mighty 
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cdeven and txvdhre •o'clock at ii^bt> out he salik% 
^vAJiout nHAmg 9ib inteotioiM/kBovyn to any ooe» 
Md entered tbe ebnfcb-yanii ' BUt, I should ob^ 
8erv«» tfaarheiiad bU baoger b; 1hi% side. Ha^ii^ 
Kached idboiit the middle af lihe church-yard, be 
oboer y cd , sure enough, sotnethiog ia white moviag 
hackwmb and lopwiif d» ; bict the ha^iaess of the . 
Bigfatprermited his strict dtscenuneht of the fignre'ii 
shape. As it apfreared advancing towards hinv -a 
aMymeiltary t»epkla|ioii seized b>ai.' He retreated 
a few steps t bat, soon recovering himself he ie8»- 
inteiy cried out, " Who comes hertV No aosaner 
being made, be again oried out, '' Who comes hereS*' 
StSd no reply wta laade. He then groped aboiit 
4ara stone or brick4>at^ "which having found, he 
tbssw.with g^a't violence at the figure; up<in 
'wtuch k appeared to movie much quicker than be- 
. fore. He again spol^ to the figure ; and, reo^^ 
ing no answer, drew his hanger, and made a despe^ 
rate stroke at this dreadful spectre, which moving 
with still greater agility, now alarmed our adven- 
turer, and caused him to run away greatly terrified, 
believing he had encountered some supernatural 
appearance, which had resisted all his blows. It 
was not long ere he reached home, and went to 
bed ; but his fright was so great, that sleep could 
not gain any ascendancy over him. He therefor^ 

lay 
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lay ruminatiiig on this exIraordMuary afiair the 
whole night. In the morning, while at breakfast^ 
the bellman^ or crier^ came nearly under his win*- 
dow» and began his usual introductory address of 
" O'lfez! O-yezi" These words immediately ar- 
rested the ears of onr adventurer; and; to his very 
gre^t astonishment, he heard him thus proceed-* ' 
** This is to give notice, that whereas some evii^ 
disposed person, or/persons, did wantonly cut and 
maim the parson's white mare> which was gracing, 
in the church-yard last night, a reward often gui- 
neas will be given to any person who will discover 
the offender, or offenders so, that th^y may be 
brought to justice ! God save th^ King r Our 
chkmpioQ now thought it prudent to decamp with- 
out beat of drum. Thus ended this ghostly ad- 
venture ; the particulars of which the inhabitants 
. were informed of by lett^er^the moment the young 
gentleman had got safe on board his ship. 
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THE 

GOCK-LAJVE GHOST. 



AsotTT tbe middle of January 1762, a gentleman 
was sent for to the house of one Parsons^ the otilt- 
cmting parish clerk of St. Sepulchre's, in Cock 
Lane, near West Smithfield, to be witness to the 
noises, and ,other extraordinary circbmstances, at- 
tending the sappo^ presence of a spirit, that, for 
two years precedii^, had been heard in the night, 
,to the great terror of the family. - This knocking 
and scratching was always heard under the bed 
where the children lay^ the eldest was about 
twelve years of age. To find out the c^use, Mr. 
Parsons, the parish-clerk, ordered the wainscot to 
be taken down; which was accordingly done: 
but the noise, instead of ceasing, as he hoped, be- 
came more violent than* ever. The children were 
afterwards removed iiito the two-pair of stairs 
room, where the same noise followed, and was fre- 
quently heard all night. , 

Froal these circumstances it was apprehended 
that the house was haunted ; and the other child de- 
clared, that she, some time dgo, had seen the appa* 

ritioa 
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rition of a woman, surrounded, as it were, with a. 
blazing light. About two years prior to which, a 
publican in the neighbourhood, bringing a pot oF 
beer into the house, about eleven o'ckwjk at night, 
was so frightened that he let the fceer fell, upon 
seeing on the stairs, as^ he was looking up, a bright 
shining figure of a woman, by which he savir 
through a window into the charity-school, and 
taw the dial in the school. The figure passed by 
him, and beckoned him to follow;' but he was too 
mtich terrified to obey its directions : be ran home, 
and was very sick. Soon after, Mr. Parsons him- 
self, having occasion to go into another room, saw 
the same' appearance. Both these happened, 
within the space of an hour. 

To throw some light upon this very myste*- 
rious affair, wc shall begin with the narrative of 
Mr. Brown, x>f Amen Corner, published January 
2dd,1762; the substance of which is as follows*- 

That in 17&0, one Mr. K employed an agent 

to carry a letter to a young gentlewoman of a re- 
putable family in Norfolk, apd to bring her up to 
London in a post-chaise, if she would be willing 
to come. That she did come.; bat Mr. K-^-— 
being at Greenwich, she followed him there di^ 
reetly» and was received by him, after a journey 
of <me hundred mfles performed in one day, with 
much teademess* After some short stay at Green- 
wich, 
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wicli^ Mrliefe it was (bought heeessary that she 

shoold inake a ^vill in his favour^ sbe was removed 

to a lodging near the Manston-Hou^; from thence 

to lodgiogg beiiind St* Sepulchre's chureh ; and^ 

lastly, to a bouse m Bartlett Court, in the parish 

of Clerkenwell. Here, in 1760, she was taken ill 

of the small-pox; and, on or about the dlst of 

January, her sister, who lived repu^bly in Pail^ 

Mall, was first made aequaioted witli her illness; 

and place of Residence. Bdng greatly concerned 

thus to hear of her, she went immediately, and 

found faer in a fair way of doing well ; next day she 

sent, and received a fiivourable account of her; 

l>at, on the morning following, word was brought 

that ber sister was dead. She died February 2d^ 

1700; and was buried, in two xyr three days after, 

at the cbufcfa of St. Jolin> Clerk cnwelk ifer sis« 

ter, attendkig her funeral, was surprised at not 

seeing a plate upon the coffin, and expressed that 

surprise to Mr. Brown after the funeral was over t 

lamenting, at the same time, she had not ^een per* 

nitted to see her sister's, corpse, the coffin being' 

screwed down before she came. She added, that 

K " , had married one of her sisters, and bad 

mined the other, who was buried by the name of 

, as appears by the parish register. By tb« 

will already mentioned, K— ^ availed himself of 
her fottoMi to the prejudice of her brother and 

sisters. 
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. sutersy nvho all lived in perfect hamioBy ootil this 
unhappy afiair happened. 

Such is the account given hy Mr. Brown, of 
Amen Comer. A worthy clergyman, however, 
who attended h^r. several times, ana who admi- 
nistered to her the last comforts of his function, 
declares, that the small*pox with which she was 
seized, was of the confluent sort ; and that the 

' gentleman of the faculty, who attended her, had 
pronounced her irrecoverahle some days hefore 
her death. 

^ It was, however, the ghost of this person, that 
Parsons declared had taken possession of his girl, 
a child about twelve years old, who lay with the 
deceased in the absence of her supposecl husband^ 
when he was in the country at a wedding ; and 
then it was, that the knocking was first heard, to 
the great terror of this child, she frequently crying 
out that she might not be taken away. Soon after, 
this woman died, whose apparition was now sup* 
posed to appear to this same child ; and, in answer 
to the question put to her. What was the occasion 
of the . first knocking, &c. before she died ? an- 
swered, that it was the spirit of her sister, the first 
wife of Mr. K— -, who was husband to them 
both. 

Having now sufiici^ntiy prepared the reader, 
we shall proceed in oiir narrative. The gentleman 

already 
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already said to have beeo sent for, attended, and 
found the child in bed ; and^ the spirit being at 
hand, several questions were put to it by the fa- 
ther, whichj, to avoid repetition, 'we shall relate 
hereafter. The gentleman not caring to pronounce 
too hastily upon what appeared to him extraordi- 
nary^ got some friends together, among whom were 
two. or three clergymen, about tlventy other 
persons, and two negroes, who sat up another 
night. - V 

They first thoroughly examined the bed, bed- 
clothes, &c.; and, being satisfied that there was 
no visible appearance of deceit, the child with its 
sister was put into bed, which was found to shake 
extremely by the gentleman who had placed him- 
self at the foot of it* Among others, the following 
questions were asked-— 
Whether her disturbance was occasioned by any 

ill-treatment from Mr. K ? — Yes. 

Whether she was brought to an untimely end 
by poison 1 — ^Ycs. . 

In what was the poison administered, beer or 
purl t— Purl. 
How long before her death ? — Three hours. 
Is the' person called Carrots, able to give infor- 
mation about the poison ? — Yes, - 
Whether she was K-r — 's wife's sister? — Yes. 
Whether she was married to K- — 1 — No. 

Whether 
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, Wlietber any other p«r*)o t)ian K-— ^ was 
f)Qiioejnied in the poUoaiiig 1— No. 
- . Whether she could visihly appear to any one?— • 
Yes* 

^ Whether she would do sol-^Yes. 
. Whether she €0«ld go out of that house 1 — ^Yes. 

Whether she vvould follow the chihl every 
where t-^Ye>. 

Whether she was pleaded at being aaked ques- 
tions? — Yes, 

Whether it eased her mindl^ — Yes. (Here a 
lny^teripus Qoise> compared to the fluttering of 
, wings round the room, was heard. 

How lo&g before her death had she told Carrots 
(her servant) that she was pofsoned? — One hour. 
(Here Carrots, who was adijaitted to be one of the 
company, on Tuesday night, asserted that the de- 
ceased had not told her so, she being at that time 
speechless.) 

: How long did Carrots live with her 7 — ^Three or 
four days. (Carrots attested the truth of this.) 
. Whether, if the accused should be taken up, he 
would confess ? — Yes. 

Whether she should be at easfi in her miiid> if 
the man was hanged l^-Yes. 

How long it would be before he Mfould be exe- 
cuted ?—^1rhree jears. 

Hovrmany clergy m? n were in the room l-^Thrce. 

How 
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How many negroes? — ^Two. 
Whether she coald dislltigui^h the person of any 
one in the room l-^—Ycs. 

Whether the colour of a watch held up by one of 
the clergymen was white, yellow, blue, or black? — 
Black. (The watch wai^ in a black shagreen case.) . 
At what time she would depart in the morning? 
— ^At four o'clock. 

Accordingly, at this hour the noise removed to 
the Wheat-sheaf, a puWic-house at the distance of 
a few doors, in the bed-chamber of the landlord 
and landlady, to the great affright and terror of 
them both. Such was the manner of interrogating 
the spirit : the answer was given by knocking or 
scratching. An affirmative was. one knock; a 
negative, two. Displeasure was expressed by 
scratching. ^ 

Nothing more occurred till the foHowing morh- 
iBg, when the knocking began about seven o'clock. 
But, notwithstanding some extraordinary answers 
to the several questions proposed, it was still a 
matter of doubt whether the whole was not a piece 
df imposition; and it was resolved to remove the 
child elsewhere. Accordingly, instead of its being 
X carried home, it was conveyed to a house in Crown- 
and-Cnsbion Court, at the upper end of Cow Lane, 
near Smithfield, where two clergynien, several gen- 
tlemen^ and some ladies, assembled in the evening. 
* * About 



132 COCK-LANE GHOST. 

About eleven o'cloqk the kopckiog began ; when 
a gentleman in the room,. speaking angrily to the 
girl, and hinting that he suspected/ it was some 
trick of her's, the child was uneasy, and cried : 
on which the knocking was heard louder, and much 
fester than before; but no answer couid be ob- 
tained, to any question while that gentleman staid 
in the room, 

' After he was gone, the noise ceased : and no- 
thing was heard till a little after twelve o'clock, 
when the child was seized with a trembling and 
shivering ; in which manner she had always been 
affected, on the departure as well as the approach 
of the ghost* Upon thii^ one of the company 
asked, whether it would return again, and at what 
fime? Answer was made in the usual manner by 
knocks, that it would return again before seven in 
the morning ; and then a noise, like the fluttering 
of v|rings, was ^eard ; after which all was quiet till 
between six and seven on Friday morning, when 
the knocking began again. 

A little before seven, two clergymen came, when 
the fluttering noise was repeated, which in this 
strange alfiair was considered as a mark of the spi- 
rit's being pleased. Then several questions, par- 
ticularly one, by a gentlewoman^ who viras 9n ac- 
quaintanpe of the deceased, who came out of mer^ 
curiosity, and had been to see her some time 

before 
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before, she died : the question was. How many days 
it was before her death, that this gentlewoman 
came to see her? The answer given was three 
kbocks, signifying three days ; which was exactly 
right. Another qitestion was. Whether some of 
the then company had not a rehition that had 
been buried in the same vault where she lay 1 To 
which it replied by one knock. Yes. They asked/ 
severally/ if it was their relation ? To all of which, 
except the- last, she answered by two knocks, 
meaning No ; but to the last person she gave one 
knock, which was- right. These two circumstances^ 
greatly alarmed all the company. 

Near twenty persons sat up in the room : but it 
was not till about six o'clock in the morning that 
the first alarm was given, which coming spontane- 
ously, as well as suddenly, a good deal struck the 
imagination of the auditors. The scratches were 
compared to that of a cat upon a cane chair. The 
child now appeared to be in a sound sleep, and 
nothing further could be obtained. It had been 
observed, in conversation,- by a person who ex- 
pressed himself pretty warmly on the subject, that 
the whole was an imposture, and more to the same 
purpose ; which gave rise to some sharp altercation 
among the company — some believing, and others 
disbelieving the reality of the apparition. This dis- 
pute was no sooner begun, than the spirit was gone; 
- G / and 
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smd BO more knocking and scratching was to be 
beard. 

About seven o'clock the girl seemed to awake 
in a violent fit of crying and tears. Upon being 
lisked the occasiop, and assured that nothing of 
harm should happen to her« she declared that her 
tears were the effect of her imagination tit what 
would become of her daddy, who must needs be . 
ruined and undone^ if this matter should be sup- 
posed to be an imposture. She was told, that the 
company had looked upon her as in a sound sleep 
when the above dispute happened. To which she 
replied, " Aye, but not so sound but that I could 
bear all you said." 

On the Sunday night following, the girl lay at a 
house opposite the school-house in Cock Lane ; at 
which place a person of distinction, two clergymen, 
and several other persons, were present. ^ Between 
ten and eleven o'clock the knocking began : the 
principal question^ and answers lyere the same as * 
tfapse already mentioned ; but ^mong some hew 
ones of little consequence, v^s the following — 
Will you attend the girl at any place whither she 
may be appointed to be carried by authority? 
Answered in the affirmative. At eleven o'clock, 
eleven distinct knocks were heard ; and at twelve, 
when being asked if it was going away, afad when 
it would return again, seven knocks were given. 

^Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, when St. Sqjnlcfire's "clock struck 
seyfen, on Monday morning, this ' invisible agent 
knocked the same' number of times. Some £ew 
questions were asked at this meeting, much to the 
same purport as those above inserted, and answered 
in the same manner. Every person was put out 
jp€ the room, who could be supposed to have the 
least connexion with the girl: her hands were 
laid over the bed-clothes, and the bed narrowly 
looked under, Ac. but no discovery was made. 

On the night of the 1st of February, many gen- 
tlemen, eminent for their rank and character^ were, 
by the invitation of the Reverend Mr. Aldrich, of 
Clerkenwell, assembled at his house, for the exa- 
mination of the noises supposed to be made by a 
departed spirit for the detection of some enormous 
crime. 

Aboiit ten at night, the gentlemen met in the 
chamber, in which the girl supposed to be dis« 
turbed by a spirit had, with proper caution, been 
put' to bed by several ladies. They sat with her 
rather more than an hour ; and, hearings nothing, 
went down stairs, when they interrogated the father 
of the girl, who denied, in the strongest terms, any 
knowledge or belief of fraud. 

The supposed spirit had before publicly pro- 
mised, by an affirmative knock, -that it^ would at- 
tend one of the gentlemen into the vault under the 
G 2 * church 
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church of St*. John, ClericeBweil, where the body 
-was deposited ; and give a token of her presence 
there, by a knock upon her coffin: it was, there- 
fore, determined to make thb trial of the* existence 
or veracky of the supposed spirit. 

While they were inquiring and deliberating, 
' they were summoned into the girl's chamber by 
the ladies who remained near her bed, and who 
heard knocks and scratches. When the gentle* 
men entered, the girl declared .that she felt the 
ispirit like a mouse upMi her back, and was required 
to hold her hands out of bed. From that time, 
^ough the spirit was very solemnly required to 
matiifest its existence, by appearance, by impres- 
sion on the hand or body of any person present, 
by scratches, knocks, or any other agency, no 
evidence of any preternatural power was exhibited* 

The spirit was then very seriously advertised, 
that the person to whom the promise was made, of 
striking the coffin, was then about to visit the 
vault, and that the performance of the promise 
was then claimed. The company, at one o'clock, 
ivent into the church ; and thatr gentleman, to 
whom the promise was made, went, with one 
'more, into the vault.. The spirit was very solemnly 
required to perform its promise, but nothing more 
than silence ensued : the person supposed to be 
accused by the spirit then went down, with several 

others. 
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others, bat no effect was perceived. Upon their 
returli, they examined tfaejgir], but could draw no 
confession from her. Between two and three, 
she desired, and was permitted, to go home with 
her &ther. i 

No doafot now remained of the fallacy of this 
spirit. It was supposed that the girl was practised 
in the art of ventriloquism, an art better known 
now than formerly ; but it was soon afVer disco^ 
rered that there was not so much ingenuity in the 
fraud. 

A bed was slung like a hamipock, in the mid- 
dle of a room, at a gentleman's house, where 
the girl was sent. The servants were ordered to 
watch her narrowly ; and, about a quarter of an 
hour before bed -time, she was observed to couceal 
something under her clothes. - Information of this 
being given to the gentlemen attending, they were 
of opinion, that a connivance at the beginning of 
the scene would be Uie most likely means of lead- 
ing them to a. full discovery of the fact. In the 
morning, about ^ix o'clock, the kuockihgs came, 
•and answered to questions as usual, but in so 
different a sound, that it was very apparent this 
method of operating was a fresh contrivance. 
When the knockings, which continued for near 
half ap hour, were over, she was several times 
asked, if she had any wood or other thing in the 
G 3 l^ ed. 
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bed, against which she could strike t which sbe 
pbstinatelj denied. Two naid-servaiits being thev 
ordered to take her out of bed, a piece of heard 
was found in it, which, as waft observed, she had 
convened there the night before. . 

Soon after, a trial came on be£a>je Lord Mans- 
field, in the Court of King's Bench/ Guildhail, by 
a special jury, on an indictment against Richard 
Parsons, and Elizabeth ht s wife, IVIarj Frai^r, % 
clergyman, and a reputable tradesman, for a con- 
spiracy in the Cock-Lane ghost a£^ir, to iiyiuv 
the character, &c. of Mn William Kest; when 
they were all found guilty. The trial Jaated 
^out twelve hours. 



THE 

HYPOCHONDRIAC GENTLEMAN 

AND 

THE JACK^ASS, 

A SOBER gentleman of very great respectabiiity, 
who was low'spirited and hypochondriac to a 
degree^ was at times so fanciful, that almost every 
rustling noise he heard was taken £^r an appa- 
irition or bobgoUin. 

It 
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It happened that he was abroad at a friend's 
liouse later thfiti ordinary one night; but^ it 
being moon-light, and having a servant ivith him', 
be seemed to be easy, and was observed to be 
cheerful, and eyen merry, with a great deal more 
of good-humour than had been observed in him 
for some time before. 

He knew his way perfectly well, for it was 
within three miles of the town where he lived, and 
he was very well mounted : birt, though the moon' 
%ms uj!», an accident, which a little disordered him, 
was, that a very thick black cloud appeared to 
him to come suddenly over his head, which made 
it very dark ; and, to add to his discomfort, it 
began to rain violently. 

Upon this he resolved to ride for it, having not 
above two miles to the town ; so, clapping spurs 
to his horse, he galloped away. His. man (whose 
name was Jervais), not being so well mounted, was 
a considerable way behind. The darkness of the 
night, and the r^in together, put him a little out 
of hiimour» and made him ride rather harder than 
his nsnal pace^ 

In hia way home» there was a small river for him 
to pass ; but there was a good bridge over it, well 
walled oa both sides, so that there was no more 
danger than in any other place, ^he gentleman 
kept on at a good pace^ and was rather more than 
6 4 half 
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half over the bridge, when bis horse stopped all 
ou a sudden, and would not go on. He saw No- 
thing at first, slnd was therefore not much discom- 
posed at it^ but spurred bis horse to go forward. 
The horse then went two or three ^teps ; then 
stopped again, snorted, and started ; then at- 
tempted to turn short back. The gentleman, in 
endeavouring \o see what, frightened the horse, 
saw two broad staring eyes looking him full in the 
face. » « 

He was now most heartily frightened ; but, by 
this time, he heard his man Jervais coming up. 
When he came near, the first thing he heard his 
master say, was, ** Bless, me, it is the devil V at 
which exclamation the man was almost as much 
frightened as his master. However, the gentleman, 
a little encouraged to hear his man so near him, 
pressed his ho^seonce more to go -forward, and 
called aloud to his servant to follow ; but Jervais, 
being much frightened, made no haste.* At length, 
with great difficulty, he got over the bridge, and 
passed by the creature with the . broad staring 
^yes, which he positively affirmed was the devil. 

Though Jervais was near enough, yet, fearing 
his master would order him to go before, he k«pt 
as £ir off as he possibly could. When his master 
called, he an&wered, but proceeded very 'slowly, 
till he observed his master had gone past ; wheu, 

being 
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heing obligied to fojlow, he went ob very softly 
till be came to the bridge, where he plainly saw. 
what it was his boaster's. horse snorted at, which 
tlie reader will be made acquainted with pre- 
sently. ' 

- The gentleman, having now past the di^culty, 
galloped home as fast as possible, and got into the 
house long before J^rvais could get up with him. 
As soon as he alighted, he swooned away, such an 
effect the fright had on him; and with much 
difficulty they brought him to himself. When he 
recovered, he told the family a formal story, that 
at such a bridge he met with the devil, who was 
stancling at the left-hand corner of the wall, and 
stared him full in the face ; and he so fully expa- 
tiated on 4his subject, that all believed, atjeast^ 
he hM met with an apparition. 

Jervais soon after came home, and went directly 
to the stable to take care of the horses ; where he 
told his story In fhe following manner to his fellow- 
sei^vants : " Finding," says he, *1 that my master was 
in danger of being thrown over the bridge, I fear- 
lessly rode near him ; when, to my very great sur- 
prise, 1 found that my master's horse (which yFas 
young and skittish) was frightened at an ass, which 
stood grazing near the comer of the wall." " Are 
you sure it was. an ass, Jervais V asked the seir- 
'Vants, staring one at another, half frightened 
o 5 themselves. 
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themselves. '' Are you quite sure of itr "Yes," 
Implied the man; ** for, as soon as ray master bad 
got by, I rode iTp to it; and, on discovering the 
cause of our fear, I thrashed it with my stick, on 
which it felj a braying ; and. I rode home after my 
master/' " Why; Jervais," said the servants, " your 
master beKeves it was the devii." ** I am sorry/' 
said the man, ** my master should have been so 
much deceived ; but, really, it was nothing more 
nor less than an ass/' 

The story now got vent ; and the first part of it 
flew all over the town, that Mr. ■ (mention- 

ing his name) liad seen the devil, and was almost 
frightened to death. 

Shortly after, the' man*s tale was circulated, that 

Mr. 's strange and wonderful apparition of 

the devil, was nothing more than an ass ; which 
raised the laugh sufficiently against the master. 

However, poor Jervais lost his place for gossip- 
ing; and his master insists upon it to this day, that 
it was the devil, and that he knew him by his 
broad eyes and cloven feet. Such is the power of 
imagination over the weak and credulous ! 



THE 



14$ 
CASTLE APPARITION. 

Translated by the Ret. Weeden Butler, Jun.from 
a M&nkish Manuscript. 

In the vicinity of Chamberry^ a town in Savoy, 
stood the ancient mansion of the Albertini : ronnd 
it were several little buildings, in which were de« 
posited the. cattle, poultry, &c. Sic. belonging to 
the family. A young gentleman, by name Barba- 
rosse, came to the chateau on a visit for a few 
days ; he w.as cordially received, being of a pleasing 
lively disposition ; and an elegant room in the east 
wing was prepared for his accommodation. 

The family, and their young guests, spent the 
day very agreeably ; and, after supper, they sat 
round a comfortable large fii:e,and diverted them* 
selves "with songs and stpries : the formei*, as is 
generally the case, were some of the sprightly^ 
some of the tender and pathetic kind; but the lat* 
ter lyere, for the most part, of the melancholy cast, 
particularly those which related to preternatural 
occurrences. The social party separated at half 
past tweWe o'clock ; and Barbarosse retired to his 
chainber. It was a handsome room on the first 
floor, having three doors; two of these belonged 
G e to 
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to two little closets, one on the right that over- 
looked a farm-yard, and another more to the l^ft 
that presented a view through the window of a 
large romantic wood ; the third door was that by 
lyhich he entered his room, after trsTversihg b long^ 
passage. Our youth had visited this room in the 
morning, and looked out of the window to enjoy 
the pro£f)ect for a great while. 

As he entered this apartment, wi)h his mind 
iull of the diversion just left, he set his candle 
down upon the table, and looked about him. 
There was an excellent fire in the chimney, with 
an iron grating before it, to prevent accidents ; a 
large elbow-chair stood near it; and, not being at 
all sleepy, he sat down reflecting on the amuse- 
ments of the day, and endeavoured to remember 

^ the tales he had heard. In some he thought be 
perceived strong traits of tnith ; and in others he 
discovered palpable fiction and absurdity. Whilst 
he was deliberating on the various incidents, the 
heavy watch-bell tolled two; but Parbarosse did 

, net attend to it, being deeply engaged in his con- 
templations. He wa)s suddenly awakened from bis 
reveries by an uncoraroo» rustling sound issuing 
from the closet on the right hand; and, listening 
attentively, he heard distinct taps upon the floor 
at short intervals. n 

Alarmed at the oircumstance, he walked slowly 

to 
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to his bed-side/ and drew forth his pocket-pistols 
£foin under the pillow ; these he earefully placed 
upon the table, anc) resumed the elbow-chair. All 
was again , stilt as death ; and nought but the 
winds, jirhieh whistled round the watch-tower and 
the adjaeent buildings, could be heard. 

Barbarosse- looked towards the door of the closet, 
which he then, and not till then,' perceived was not 
shat, but found that it hung upon the jar ; imme-> 
diately a furious blast forced it wide open ; the 
taper burnt blue, and the lire seemed almost 
extinct. 

Barbarosse arose, put forth a silent hasty ejacu- 
lation of prayer^ and sat down again ; again he 
heard the noise ! He started up, seized the pi^tols^ 
anil stood motionless; whilst large cdid drops of 
dew huifg upon his face. Still his heart' continued 
firm, and he grew more composed, wheii the rust- 
ling laps were renewed !- Barbarosse desperately 
invoked tlie protection of Heaven, cocked one 
of the pistols, and was about to rush into the 
portentous apartment, when the noise increased 
and drew nearer : a loud peal of thunder, that 
seemed to rend the firmament, shook violently the 
solid battlements of the watch-tower; the deep- 
toned bell tolled three, and its hollow sound long 
vibrated on the ear of Barbarosse with fainter and 
fainter murmurs ; when a tremendous cry thriUed 

him 
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him with terror and dismay ; and, lo I the long- 
dreaded spectre stalked, into the middle of the 
room: and Barbarosse, overcome with snrprise 
and astonishment at the^ unexpected apparition^ 
sunk down cimtmlsed* in his chajn 

The phantom Was armed de cap ert pied, and 
clad in a black garment. On hh crest a black 
plume waved majestically; and, instead of a glove 
or any other sort of lady's favour, he wore a blood- 
red token. He bore no weapon of offence in his 
band ; but a gloomy shield, made of the feathers of 
some kind of bird, was cast over each shoulder. 
He was booted and spurred ; and, looking upon 
Barbarosse with ardent eyes, raised his feathery 
arms, and struck them vehemently against his 
sides, making at the same time the ifaost vociferous 
noise! 

Then it was, that Barbarosse found he had 
not shut down the window in the momiftg; from 
which neglect it happened, that a black game-coek 
bad flown into the closet, and created all this in- 
expressible confusion. 

• Lest aoy of the faculty should wish, ineifectaallj, to be 
informed what species of convulsions affected Barbarosse, I 
think il proper (observes the translator) to satisfy their truly 
• laudable curiosity by anticipation, and to assure ^hem, fait 
i^h9mme d'Aoflitetir, that this difiorder was a Mmmlstm of 
hughUr. 

THE 
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THE TWINS, 



GHOST OF THE FIELD. 



Ye Vfh6 delight in old traditions. 
And love to talk of apparitions. 
Whose chairs around arc closely join'd. 
While no one dares to look behind. 
Thinking there's some hobgoblin near. 
Ready to whisper in his ear ; 
Oh ! listen, while I lay before y€f 
My well-authenticated story. 

•Two twins, of understanding good. 
Together liv*d, as brothers should : 
This was named Thomas, that was John ; 
But all things else they had as one. 
At lengthy by industry in trade. 
They had a pretty fortune made. 
And had, like others in the city^ 
A country cottage very pretty;. 
Where they amused their leisure hoars. 
In innocence, with plants and flowers. 
Till fi^te had cut Tom's thread across. 
And left poor John to wail his loss. 

John ' 
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John left alone, when now some weeks ' # 
Had wip'd the tears from off his cheeks. 
To muse withinlumself began 
On what should be his future plan : 
" Ye woods, ye fields, my sweet domain. 
When shall I see your £Eice again ? 
When shall I pass the vacant hours. 
Rejoicing in my woodbine bowers ; 
To «(moke my pipe, and sing my song ; 
Regardless how they pass along ? 
When take my fill of pastime there. 
In sweet forgetfulness of care?" 

He said ; and, on his purpose bent. 
Soon to his country cottage went, 
Swiird home-brew'd ale and gooseberry fool : 
John never ate or drank by rule. 

His arms were folded now to rest. 
The night-mare sat upon his breast ; " 
From right tojeft, and left to right, 
He turn'd and toss'd, throughout the night: 
A thousand fears disturbed his head. 
And phantoms danced around his bed ; 
His laboring stomach; though he slept. 
The fancy wide awake had kept : 
His brother'^ ghost approach'd his side^ 
And thus in feeble accents cried — 
" Be not alarm'd, my brother dear, 
JCo see your buried partner here ; 

I come 
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I come to tell you where to find 
A treasure, which I left befiind : 
I had not time to let you know it. 
But follow me» and now IHl shew it/' 
John trembled at the awful sights. 
But hopes of gain suppressed his fright ; 
Oft will the parching thirst of gold. 
Make even errant cowards bold. 

John, rising up without delay, . . 
Went where the spectre led the way ; 
Wliich, after many turnings past. 
Stopped in an open field at last. 
Where late the hind had sow'd his graito; 
And made. the whole a level plain. 
The spectre pointed to the spot. 
Where he had hid the golden pot : 
" J>eep in the earth," says he, " 'tis laid." 
But John, alas ! had got no spade ; 
And, as the night was pretty dark. 
He felt around htm for a mark. 
That he might know again the place. 
Soon as Aurora shew'd her face. * 

In vain he stoop'd and felt around. 
No stick or stone was to be found ; 
But nature now, before oppressed, 
By change of posture sore distressed. 
Gave a,n alarming crack ; a hint 
Of what, as sure as stick or flint, 

^ To-morrow 
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To-morrow mom the place would tell. 
If he had ekher sight or smell. 
This done, he rose to go to bed ; 
• He wak'dy how chang'd ! the night-mare 6ed; 
The ghost was vaoish'd from his sights 
And John himself in piteous plight. 



TBfi 

DOUBLE MISTAKE, 

OB, 

COLLEGE GHOST. 

Mr. Samuel Foote> the , celebrated <k)mediaff, 
played the foUowiug trick upon Doctor Gower, 
who was then provost of his college, a man of 
considerable learning, « but rather of a grave pe- 
dantic turn of mind. 

- The church belonging to the (College fronted the 
* side 'of a lane, where cattle were sometimes turned 
out to graze during the night ; and from the steeple 
hung the bell-rope, very low in the middle of the 
outside porch. ]^oote saw in this, an oliject likely 
to produce some fun, and immediately set about 
to accomplish his purpose. He accordingly, one 
night, slily tied a wisp of hay to the rope^^ as a bait 
for the cows in their peregrination to the grazing 

ground. 
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ground^ The scfaeme succeeded to his wish. One 
of the cows sooD after, smelling the hay as she 
passed by the church-door, instantly seiced on it, 
and, by tugging at the rope^ made the bell ring, 
td the astonishment of the sexton and the whole 
parish. 

This happened several nights successively ; and 
the incident gave rise to- various reports^— such as, 
not only that the church was haunted by evil spirits^ 
but that several spectres were seen walking about 
the church-yard, in all those hideous and ffigbtful 
shapes, which fear, ignorance, and fancy, usually 
suggest on such occasions. 

An event of this kind, however, was to be ej?- 
plored» for the honour of philosophy, as well a» 
for the quiet of the pariah. Accordingly, the 
Doctor and the sexton agreed to sit up one night, 
and, on the first alarm, to run out, and dtag the 
culprit to condign punishment. Their plan being 
arranged^ they wailed with the utmost impolieaice 
for the appointed signal : at^a^st, the .bell bega» 
to sound its usual sdutn, and they both sallied out 
in the dark, determined <m^ making a diiscovery. 

The sexton wsvs the firat in the attack : he seized 
the cow by the tail,, and cried out it was a ^entle^ 
man eommo«er, as he had him by the tail of his 
gown ; while the Doctor, who had caught the oo^ 
by Ae boras at the same time, immediately replied* 
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" No, no, you blockhead, 'tis the postman ; and 
here I have hold of the rascal by his blowing- 
hofn."^ Lights however were immediately brought, 
when the character of the real otfender was.disco- 
,vercd, and the laugh of the whole town was turned 
upon the Doctor. 



THE 

HAUNTED CASTLE; 

1 HE castle of Ardivillers, near BreteutI, was re* 
ported to be haunted by evil spirits^ Dreadful 
noises were heard ; and flames were seen, by night, 
to issue from various apertures. The fanner who 
was entrusted with the care of the house, in the 
absence of its owner, the President d'ArdiviUers, 
could alone live there. The spirit seemed to 
respect him; but. any person who ventured to 
take up a night's lodging in the castle was sure to 
bear, the marks of his audacity. 

Superstition is catching. The peasants in the 
neighbourhood at length ^ began to see strange 
sights. Sometimes a )lozeir of ghosts wonld ap- 
pear in the air above the castle dancing. At. other 
times, a number of presidents and counselldFS, in 
red robcjS, appeared in the adjacent meadow. 

There 
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Tbere they sat in judgment on a gentleman of the 
country, ^ho had been beheaded for some crime 
an hundred years before. ^In short, many had 
se^n, and all had heard, the wonders of the castle 
of Ardrviliers. ' , 

This afiair had continued four or five years, to 
the great loss of the President, who had been 
obliged to let the estate to. the farmer at a very 
low rent. At. length, suspecting some artifice^ he 
resolved to visit and inspect th^ castle himself. 

Taking with him two gentlemen, his friends, they 
determined to pass the night in the same apart- 
ment; and if any noise or apparition disturbed 
then, to discharge their pistols at eitbier ghost or 
sound. As spirits know all things, they were pro- 
bably aware of these preparations, and not one 
appeared. . But, in the chamber just above, a 
dreadful rattling of chains was heard ; and the wife 
and children of the farmer ran to assist their lord. 
They threw themselves on their knees, begging 
that be would not visit that terrible room. *' My 
lord," said Ihey, "what can human force effect 
against people of t'other world? Monsieuir de- 
Ficancout attempted th^ same enterprise years 
ago, and he returned with a dislocated arm, M. 
DlJrselles tried too; he was overwhelmed with 
bundles of hay, and was ill for a Jong time after,". 
In short, so many attempts were mentioned, that 

the 
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the President's friends advised him to abandon the 
design. 

But still tkey determined to encounter the 
danger. Proceeding up stairs to an esLtensive 
j'oom, eacli having a candle in one hand, and a 
pistol in the other, they iSmind it fuH of thick 
smoke, which increased more and more from some 
flames that were visible. Soon after, the ghost or 
spirit faintly appeared in the middle : he seemed 
quite black, and was amusing himself with cutting 
capers ; but another eruption of flame and smbke 
hid him from their view. He had horns and a long 
tail ; and was, in truth, a dreadful object. 

One of the gentlemen found his courage rather 
fail. " This is certainiy supernatural,^' said he ) 
"' let us retire." Tlie^ther, endued with more 
boldness, asserted that the smoke was that of gun- 
powder, which is no supernatural composition; 
** and if this same spirit/' added he, " knew his 
own nature and trade, be should have extinguished 
our candles.'' 

With these words, he jumped amidst the smoke 
and flames, and pursued -the spectre. He soon dis- 
charged the pistol at his back, and hit him exactly 
in the middle ; but was himself >3eized with fear, 
when the spirit, far from falling, turned round and 
rushed upon him. Soon recovering himself, he 
resolved to gras]f the ghost, to discover if it were 

indeed 
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indeed aerial and impassable. Mr. Spectre, dis^ 
ordered by tliis new manceuvre, rushed to the 
tower, and descended a small staircase. 

The gentleman ran aifter, and, never losing 
sight of him, passed several courts^ and gardens, . 
still taming as the spirit ^vinded, till at length they 
entered iota an open bam. Here the pursuer, 
certain, as he thought, of his prey, shut the door, 
but when he turned round, what was his amaze- 
ment, to see the spirit totally disappear. 

In great confnsion, he caHed to the servants for 
more lights. On examining the spot of the spirit's 
disappearance, he found a trap-door; upon raising 
which, several mattresses appeared, to break the 
fall of any headlong adventurer. Therefore, de- 
scending, Jie found the spirit to be no other than 
the farmer himself.. His dress, of a complete 
bull's hide, had secured him from the pistol-shot : 
and the horns and tali were not diabolic, but mere 
natlnral appendages of the original. The rogue 
confessed his tricks, and was pardoned, ion paying 
the arrears due for five years, at the old^rent of 
the land. 



TBB 



%b6 



THE 

HAMMERSMITH GHOST. 



In the year 1804^ the inhabitants of Hammersinith 
were much alarmed by a nocturnal appearance ; 
which, for a considerable time, eluded detection 
or discovery. In the course of this unfortunate 
itffiur, two innocent persons met with an untimely 
death ; and as this transaction engaged the atten- 
tion of the public in a high degree, we shall fiilly 
relate the particulars of it. 

An unknown person made it his diversion to 
alarm the inhabitants, in January 1 804, by assuming 
the figure of a spectre. This sham ghost has cer- 
tainly much to answer for. One poor woman, 
who was far advanced in her pregnancy of a se- 
cond child, was so much shocked, that she took 
to her bed, and survived only two days. She had 
beeu crossing near, the church-yard- about ten 
o'clock at night, when she beheld something, as ' 
she described, rise from the tomb-stones. The 
figure was very tall, and very white! She at- 
tempted to rub, but the supposed gl^ost soon over- 
took her, and, pressing her in his arms, she fainted ; 
in which situation she remained some hours, till 

discovered 
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diflcoTered by the neighboarsy who kindly led her 
home, when she took to her bed» from which, alas ! 
she neTer rose* A waggoner belonging to 'Mr« 
Russell was also «o alarmed, while driying a team 
of eight horses, which had sixteev passengers at 
the time, that he took to his heels, and left the 
waggon, horses, and passengers, in the greatest 
danger. Neither man, woman, or child,^ would 
pass that way for some time ; and the report was, 
that it was the apparition of a man who had cut his 
throat in that neighbourhood above a year before. 
Several lay in wait different nights for the ghost ; 
but there were so many bye-lanes, ^and paths lead- 
ing to Hammersmith, that he was always sure of 
being in that which was unguarded, and every 
night played off his tricks, to the terror of thcf 
passengers. 

One Francis Smith, doubtless incensed at the 
unknown person who was in the habit of assuming 
the supernatural character, and thus frightening 
the superstitious inhabitants of the village, rashly 
determined on watching for, and shooting the 
ghost; when, unfortunately, in Black- Lion Lane, he 
shot a poor innocent man, Thomas Millwood, a 
bricklayer,, who was in a white dress, the usual 
'habiliment of bis occupation. This rash act, hav- 
ing been judged wilful murder by the coroner's 
inquest. Smith was accordingly committed to gaol, 
- H and 



nad imok Us trial «t (he eoMMiif seMiMis at th« 
Otd Bailey» ianiiafy laib^ 1604. Tke jury at first 
f#tilid hiw gttill?^ of laaiislaagliter ; but tbe criiae 
beiBg deeoied wiirckr in tbe eye of tbe law> the 
j^d^ omdd cwiy reieeive a verdict of Gwfity^ int 
acquitttU He was tb^a found guilty. aAd feeeiyed 
$«steBee at desitk, h^ wm ifterwatrds pardoned 
M coodltioli of being impriaooed one year^ 



THfc 

FRIGHTENED CARRIER. 

In October iai3» a little before midnighl^ as one 
of tbe carriers between Nottingham and Lough- 
borough, i!ras passing near tbe village of Reion< 
siooOy he was extremely surprised at meeting what 
he thought was a funeral procession, marching iaa 
most solemn and steady order in' the centre of tbe 
road. Tbe carrier, with a becoming ppopriety and 
decorum, drew his cart to the side of the road« 
that the mournful cavalcade might pass withoiLt 
any interruption. Very active inquiry was imme* 
diateiy afterwards made in the neighbourhood, but 
90t the least knowledge could be obtained as to 
where this solemn group had comet from, or wbtther 
it was going; it was therefore concluded^ that 

some 
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: gkostly afiparition or other had thought pro* 
per to be then exercising its nocturnal avocatifm. 
Some days afterwards Jt was fo«od out^ tiiat a per- 
»0a, who lived ia the neighbouring village^ had 
been cniieavoBciiig. to construct a carriage apoa 
inch a principle as to go without horses; and, 
wishing to madui his eiperiment as secret as pos*- 
siMe, had chosen that dead hour of the nighty 
for trying his apparatus oa the tmrnpike road; but 
unluckily meetiug with the carrier, he became 
alarmed for fear of an exposure, and therefore 
Ibrew a large sheet over the machinery, and 
passed the cart as silently as possible, to svoid 
bewg detected* 



THE 



CLUB-ROOM GHOST. 

At a towa in the west of England, was held a* 
club of twenty-four persons, which assembled once 
a week, to drink punch, smoke tobacco, and talk 
politics. Like Rubens's Academy at Antwerp, eack 
Hiember had his peculiar chair, and the presiflkofs 
was more exalted than tlie rest. One of the meifr- 
bers had been in a dying stale for some time; 
H 2 of 
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of course, his chair, while he was absent, remained 
vacant. 

The club being met on their usual night, inqui- 
ries were naturally made after their associates As 
he lived in the adjoiniog house, a particular fnend 
went himself to inquire for him, and returned with ^ 
the dismal tidings, that he could not possibly sur- 
vive the^ night. This threw a gloom on the com- 
pany, and all efforts to turn the conversation from 
the sad subject "before them were ineffectual, 
' Alwut midnight (the time, by long prescription, 
appropriated for the walking of spectres), the door 
opened ; and the form, in white, of the dying, or 
rather of the dead nmn, walked into the room, 
and took hijs seat in the ac^ustoioaed chair : there 
' he remained in silence, and in silence was he gazed 
at. The apparition continued a suihcieut time in 
the chair to convince all present of the reality of 
the vision: at length, he arose, and stalked towards 
the door, which he opened as if living— -went out, 
and then shut the door after him. After a long 
pause, some one> at last, had the resolution to say, 
'* If only one of us had seen this, he would not 
have been believed ; but it is impossible that so 
many persons can be. deceived." 

The company, by degrees, recovered their 
speech ; and the whole conversation, as may be 
imagined, was upon the dreadful object which had 

' engaged 



GLUB-RQOM GHOST. 161 

taga^g^ their attention. They broke up» and went 
home. In the morning, inquiry was made after 
their Mck frieild ; it was answered by an account 
of his death, which happened nearly at the time of 
hia appearing in the club. There could be little 
doubt before but npw nothing could be more cer- 
tain, than the reality of the apparition, which had 
been seen by so. many persons together. 

It is needless to say, that such a story spread 
oyer the country, and found credit, even from infi- 
dels ; for,^ in this case, all reasoning became super-^ 
fluous, when opposed to a plain fact, attested bj 
three-and-twenty witnesses. To assert the doc- 
trine of the fixed laws of nature, was riidiculous, < 
when there were so many people of credit to prove 
that they might be unfixed. Years rolled on ; the 
story ceased to engage attention, and it was for- 
gotten, unless when occasionally produced to 
silence an unbeliever. 

One of the club was an apothecary. In the 
course of his practice, he was called to an old wo- 
man, whose profession was attending on sick per- 
sons. She told him, that she could leave the world 
with a quiet conscience, but for one thing which lay 

on her mind. ** Do not you ^-emember Mr. ,,, 

whose ghost ha3 been so miich talked of? I was 

bis nurse.. The night he died, I left the room for 

something that was wanted. I am &ure I had not 

H 3 been 
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been absent long; but, at my return, I found the 
bed ivithout my patient. He was delkioBs ; and I 
feared that be bad tbrownibimsetf out of tbe win- 
dow. I was so frightened that I bad no power to 
stir; but, after some time, to my great astonish- 
ment, be entered the room shivering, and his 
teeth chattering-^ laid down on the bed, and 
died. Considering myself as the cause of his 
death, I kept this a secret, for fear of what might 
be done to me. Though I could contradict all 
the story of the ghost, I dared not 'do it. I 
knew, by what had happened, that it was he 
himself who had been in the ctub-rpom (perhaps 
recollecting, in his delirium,, that it was the 
night of meeting): but I hope God and the 
poor gentleman's friends will forgive me, and then 
I tshall die contented." 



THE 



LUNATIC APPARITION. 

The celebrated ' historian De Thou had a very 
singular adventure at Saumer, in the year 1598. 
One night, having' reitired to rest, very much 
fatigued, while he was' enjoying a sound sleep, he 
felt a very extr^iordinary weight upon hi;? feet, 
" " . which 



iviiicb, batkif i&t4« Iiibi Umi suddenly/ fell donn 
ftfid awakeaed hioi^ At first ^ inaginiBd that k 
had been only a dt^zmx but, tiearing s«on after 
some noise in the ehatther, kt drew aside the ccif^ 
tains^ and saw^ by the help of the moon '(which at 
that time shone very bright), a. large white figure 
walking up and down-; ixaAf at the same time, ob- 
served upon a .chair some rags, which he thought 
belonged to thieves who had come to rob him. 
The figure then approaching' his bed, he had 
the courage to ask it wbat it was* , '^ I am,'' 
said it, '' the Queen of Heaven.'' Had such a 
figure appeared to any credulous ignorant maa 
in the dead of night, and made such a speech, 
would he not have" trembled with fear,, and have 
^ghtened the whole neighbourhood with a mar- 
vellous description of it ? But De Thou had too 
much understanding to be so imposed upon. 
Upon bearing the words which dropped from the 
figure, he immediately concluded that it was some 
mad woman^ got up, called his servants, and or- 
dered thejn to^ tarn her out. of doors ; after which 
he returned to bed, and fell asleep. Next morning 
be found that he had not been deceived in his con- 
jecture; imd that^ having forgot to shut his door, 
this female figure 'had escaped* from her keeper^, 
and entered bis apartment. The brave Schom- , 
berg, to wji^m De Thou related this adventure, 
H 4 some 
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some, days Mtler, confessed, that in sadi a case he 
should not have shewn so mu{:h couii^. The 
King also, who was inforned of it bj Sehomberg, 
made the same acknowledgment. 



SUPPOSED 

SUPERNATURAL APPEARANCE. 

Some few yeard since, before ghqsts and spectres 
were commonly introduced among us by means of 
the pantomimes and novels of the day,' a gentleman 
of a philosophical turn of mind, who was hardy 
enough to deny the existence of any thing super- 
natural, happened to pay a visit at an old h^use in 
Gloucestershire, whose unfortunate owner had 
just become a bankrupt, with, a view to oiBTer such 
assistance and consolation as he could bestow; 
when, in one rainy dull evening in the month c{ 
March, the family being seated by the kitchen 
fire-side, the conversation turned on supernatural 
appearances. The philosopher was endeavouring 
to convince his auditors of the folly and absurdity 
of such opinions, with rather an unbecoming levity, 
when the wife left the party and went up stairs ; 
but had hardly quitted the kitchen three minutes, 
before a dreadful noise was heard, mingled, with 

horrid 
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l»rrid screaips. The poor maid^^anged counte- 
nance, and her red hair stood erect, in every di- 
rection; the husband tremhled in his chair; and 
the philosopher began to look serious.. At last, 
the husband rose from his seat, and acc'ended the 
stairs in search of his wife, wheii a second dreadful 
' scream was heard : the maid mustered resolution 
to follow her master, and a third scream ensued. 
The philosopher, who was not quite at ease, now 
thought it. high time for him to set out \n search 
of 2i cause: when, arriving at the landing-pkce^ 
he found the maid in a fit; the master lying flat, 
with his face .upon the floor, which was stained 
with blood ; and, on advancing a little farther, the 
mistress in nearly the same condition. To the 
latter Ihe philosopher paid immediate attention ; 
and, finding she had only swooned away, brought 
her in his arms down stairs, and placed her on the 
floor of the kitchen. The pump was at hand, and 
he had the presence of mind to run to' it to get 
some water in a glass ; but what was his astonish-, 
ment, when he found that he pumped only copious 
streams of blood! which extraordinary appear- 
ance, joined to the 'other circumstances, made the 
unbeliever treopble in every lim)b : a sudden per- 
spiration overspread the surface of his skin ; and 
the supernatural possessed his imagination in all its 
true colours of dread and horror. Again and 
H 6 again. 
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again be repeated his' ctfbrts ; and, again an<i' 
again, thi^w Bway the loathsome contents of the 
glass. 

Had the story stopped here, what would not 
superstition have made of it ) But the phik>sopfaer, 
who was still pumping, now found the water greiv 
paler;^ and, at last, pure water filled the -vessel. 
Overjoyed at this observation, he threw the limpid- 
stream in the face of the mistress, whose recovery 
was assisted by the appearance of her husbancf and 
Betty. , 

The mystery, whfen explained, turned out to be 
simply this — The good housewife, when she knew 
that a docket had been struck against h^r hu5^ 
band, had taken care to conceal some of her choice? 
cherry brandy, from the rapacious gripe of the 
messenger to the Commissioners of Bankrupts, oi* 
some shelves in a closet up stairs, which also 
contained, agreeably to the ancient architecture 
of the boiiding, the trunk of the pump below; 
and, in trying to move the jars, tp get at a drop for 
the party ^t the kitchen fire, the shfelf gave way 
with a tremendous crash ; the jars were broken into 
an hundred pieces ; the rich juice descended in 
torrents dowii the trunk of the pump, and filled, 
with its ruby current, the sucker beneath; and 
this was the self-same fluid which the philosopher; 
iahis {tight, had so madly throwti awsiy. Thii 

wife 
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wife had ^swooned at the accident; the husband, 
ia his haste, had fallen on his nose, which ran with 
bloody and the maid's legs, in her hurry, coming 
in contact with her fallen master'a ribs; she, like 
** vaulting ambition,'^ pverleaped herself, and fell 
on the other side. 

Often has this story been told, by one who. knew 
the philosopher^ with great effect, till the last act* 
or denouement: when disappointment was mostly 
visible in the. looks of his auditors, at finding there 
was actually nothing supernatural in the -afiair» 
and no ghost. 



THE 

APPARITION INVESTIGATED. 

In a viHage in one of the midland counties of 
Scotland, lived a widow, distinguished among her 
neighbours for decency of manners, integrity, and 
respect for religion. She affirmed that, for seve- 
ral nights together, she had heard a sapernatiiral 
voice exclaiming aloud. Mtircfer.' Murder! This 
was immediately reported through the neighbour- 
hood : all were alarmed, and looked around them 
with solicitude for the detection of the murder 
which they supposed to have been committed; 
H 6 and 
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aiid it was not long till a discovery seemed actu- 
ally to be made. It was tepotttd, tb^t a .gentle- 
man, who bad relations at no great distance/ and 
had been residing in the West Indi^, had lately 
arrived with a eohsiderahie fortune ; that he had 
lodged at an Jnd about three miles off; and that- 
he had afterwards been «een entering a house in 
, |he. village where the widow lived, from which he 
'had never returned. It was next affirmed, that a 
tradesman, passing the church-yard about twelve 
$t midnight, bad seen four men carry a dead 
corpse into that remetery; 

These three facts bebg joined together, seemed 
perfectly to agree, and to confirm one another; 
$nd all believed some horrible murder had been 
committed. The relations of the gentleman 
thought they were • called upon to make inquiry 
into the truth of these allegations s they accord- 
iugly came first to the church-yard, where» in 
company with the' sexton, they examined all the 
graves with gri^at care, in order to discover whe- 
ther any of them had lately been dug, or had the 
^pearance of containing more than one coffin. 
]bttt this search was to no purpose, for no altera- 
tion had been made. upon the graves. It was 
i|ext reported, that the murdered man had been 
buried in a plantation about a mile distant froiv 
the village. As the alarm was now very geneial, 

a number 
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a number of .the inhabkanU proposed, of their 
own aecoi^ to explore it. They aocordxQgly 
•{kead themselves over the wood^ and searched 
it with care ; but no grave, or new-di^ earth, was 
fdnnd. . ' 

The matter did not rest here. The person 
who was said to have seen four men carry a dead 
corpse into the cfhurch-yard at midnight, .was 
summoned to appear before a meeting of the 
justices of the peace. Upon examination, he de- 
nied aijiy knowledge of the affair; but referred 
the court to another person, from whom he had 
received his information. This person was exa- 
mined, and the result was the same as the former. 
In short, one person had heard it from another, 
who had received it from a third, who had heard 
it from a fourth ; but it had received a little em- 
bellishment from every person who repeated it: 
it turned out to be the same with Smollett's story 
of the three black crows, which somebody was 
said to have vomited. 

Upon inquiry at the inn, where it was said t|ie . 
West-India gentleman had lodged, no such gentle- 
man bad been seen there ; and it was found after- 
wards, he had iievef left the West Indies. 

Still, however,. the veracity of the widow wak 
not disputed ; and some dark and secret transac- 
tion.; was suspected. But the -whole afiair was at 

length 
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length e^iplained, by discovering tbat she was 
somewhat deranged by melancholy; and the enes 
which she at iSrst imagined she had beard, wer^ 
afterwards imitated by some rogaish person; who 
was highly amused with spreading terror among 
the credulous. 



THE 

BENIGHTED TRAVELLER, 

1 
AVD 

HAUNTED ROOM. 

A GFNTLBMAN was benighted, while travelimg 
alone, in a remote part of the highlands of Scot- 
land, and was compelled to ask shelter for the 
evening at a small lonely hut. When be was con- 
ducted to his bed-room, the landlady observed, 
with, mysterious reluctance, that he would find 
the window very insecure. On examination^ part 
of the Wall appeared to have been broken down, 
to enlarge the opening. 

After some inquiry, he Was told, that a pedlar, 
who had Ipdged in the room a sfaorf time before, 
had committed: suicide, and was found hanging 
behind the door in the rnqming. According to 

the 
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tiie soperetitkw of the oountry, it i^as deemed 
improper to remove the bddy through the dom 
of the house ; aod'to eonvey it throvf^h the win* 
dow wu impossible! without remoying part of 
the wall. Some hints. were dropped, that the 
room had been subsequently haunted by the poor 
man's spirit. 

The gentleman laid his arms, properly pre^ 
pared against intrusion of any kind, by the bed- 
side, and retired td rest, not without some de- 
gree of apprehension. He was visited, in a 
dream, by a frightfui apparition ; and, awaking in 
agony, found himself sitting up in bed,, with a 
pistol grasped in his right hand. On casting a 
fearful glance round tl^e room, he discovered, by 
the moomlight, a corpse, dressed in a shroud, 
reared erect agaiBst the wall, dose by the win- 
dow.. With muolr difficulty, he summoned up 
resolution to approach the dismal object, the 
features of whieb, and the minittest parts of its 
funereal apparely he perceived distinctly : he 
passed , one hand over it, felt nothing, and stag- 
gered back to the bed. After a long interval, 
and much reasoning with himself, he i^newed his 
investigation, and at length discovered that the 
object of hi^ lervor was produced by the moon- 
beams fbtwcig a long bright image through the 
broken window, on which hift fancy, impvessed by 

his 



172 BENIGHTED TR AVELLBB. 

kis dream, had pictured, with mischievous accu- 
racy, the lineaments of a body prepared for in- 
terment. Powerful associations of terror, in this 
instance, had excited the recollected images with 
uncommon force and effect. 



THE . 

HAUNTED BEACH, 

OR . 

Power of Conscience on a Murderer. 

BY MRS. ROBINSON. 

Upon a lonely desert beach. 

Where the white foam was scattered, 
A little shed uprear'd its head, 

Though lofty barks were shattered. 
The sea-weeds gath'ring near the door, 

A sombre path disptay'd ; ^ 
And, all around, the dearning roar 
Re-ecfaio'd on the chalky shore. 

By the green billows made. 

Above, a jutting cliff was seen. 
Where sea-birds hover'd craving; 

And, all around, the craggs were bound 
With weeds — ^for ever waving. 

And 
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And» here and there, a cavern wide 

Its shad'wy jaws display'd ; 
And near the sands, at ebb of tkle, 
A shiyer'd mast was seen to ride. 

Where the greea^billows strayed. 

And often, while the moaning wind 

Stole 6'er the summer ocean. 
The moonlight scene was all serene. 

The waters scarce in motion ; 
Then, while the «mootbly slanting sand 
The tall cliff wrapped in shade, 
The Fisherman beheld a band 
Of spectres, gliding hand in hand. 

Where the green biilows play'd. 

And pale Iheir faces were as snow, 
And sullenly they wandered ; > 
And to the skies, with hollow eyes. 

They iook'd} as though they pondered. 
And sometimes, from their hammock shroud. 

They dismal, bowlings made. 
And' while the blast blew strong and loiid 
The clear moon marked ihe ghastly crowd. 
Where the green billows play'd ! 

And then, above, the haunted hut. 
The curlews si^reaming hover!d ; 

And 
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And the low door» with fiirious rear. 

The frothy breakers cover'd. 
For in the Fisherman's k)Be shed^ 

A murdered man was laid, • 
With ten wide gashes in his head ; - 
And deep was made his sandy ^bed, 
' • Where the green billows play'd. 

A shipwreck'd mariner was he^ 

Doom'd from his home to sever. 
Who swore to be, thro' Wind and sea. 

Firm and undaunted ever ; 
And when the waves resistless roll'd. 

About his arm he made 
A packet rich of Spanish gold. 
And, like a British sailor bold, 

Plung'd where the billows play'd ! 

The spectre band, his messmates brave. 

Sunk in the yawning ocean. 
While to the mast he lash'd him fast. 

And brav'd the storm's commotion; 
The winter moon upbn the sand 

.A silv'ry carpet mad.e. 
And mark'd the sailor reach the land. 
And mark'd bis murd'rer wash his hand,^^ 
Where the green billows play'd. 



And, 
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And^ since that homv tke Fishennan 

Has toiFd and toiFd in vain; 
Fmt all liie nigkt tiie moooy light 
Gleams on the spectred main ! 
And when the skies are veil'd in gloom» 

The murd'rjer*s liquid way 
Bounds o'er the de^y yawning tomh. 
And flashing fires the sands illume. 

Where the green billows play I 

Full thirty years his task has been. 

Day after day; more weary ; 
For Hcav'n design^ his guilty mind - 
Should dwell on prospects dreary. 
Bound by a strong and mystic chain. 

He has not pow'r to stray; 
But, destiii'd misery to sustain. 
He wastes, in solitude and pain^ - - 
A loathsome Kfe away. 



THE 



SUBTERRANEAN TRAVEJXER; 

OR, 

GHOST AND NO GHOST. 



The following, record is copied verbatim Arom 
an old newspaper — The Weekly Journal, or Bri- 
tish Gazetteer. 

*' Bedlam, January 1&, 1719. 
V It is not long since one of the female inha- 
' bitants of these frantic territories gave the fol- 
lowing occasion for a very pleasing entertain- 
ment. Some bricklayers happened to be at work 
here, to repair and clean the passage leading to 
the common sewer; who going to dinner, and 
leaving the ladder which descended to it, stand- 
ing, the said unforttinate inhabitant had a sort 
of an odd notion, that the workmen had been 
piiying into the secrets of. the lower world, and 
therefore (nobody seeing her) sl^e went down, the 
ladder which led into the common sewer ^ and^ in 
that ftubterraneous cavern, finding none to control 
or stop her passage, she travelled, with great plea- 
sure and curiosity, till she came to Tokenhause 
Yardy which is near half a mile. There it hap- 
pened, 



SUBTERRANEAN TRArSLLER. ' IT? 

I 

I peiifd thut a couple of young females, coming to 
[ the vault, heard a noise below, crying, ' fVko the 
plague are yet What d'ye make that noise for? 
What, is the devil in ye V Upon which, away flew 
the i^omen, not staying to look behind them ; and 
coming half-frightened into the house, said, the 
devil was in the vault Accordingly, more com- 
pany going, they still heard the same noise. Upon 
which they Called out, and asked, Whc^s tkeref 
What are ye?* « The Devil,' replied the traveller 
below. ' Haw came you there? said they. * Nay, 
hew the-devil know I?' answered the mad-woman. 
' Why don't you bring me a catuUe, that I may 
find my way?' Filiding it certain to be a humaa 
voice, they feared somebody might accidentally 
have fallen in, and therefore they immediately 
went to work, to deliver the poor wretch from her 
sufibcating thraldom, and found her a lamentable 
spectacle ; so that they began to question her how 
she catae there, and where she lived. She answered 
that she was going to Hell, hut had lost her way ; 
that there were several in her company, who had 
got thither, and the gate was shut upon them: 
that she had lost her way, but should overtaka 
them by and by. These .wild expressions made 
some of them iancy she was a mad-womaa ; ajid» 
after some consideration, they resolved to bring 
her hither, when she was presently owned, and 

the 
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the people that broogbt het let na iato Ibe ttory : 
but facr head stHl runs o» her j<»i«raey> and sbe 
talks of &te else." 



THE MILKMAN 

^ AND 

CHURCHYARD GHOST. 

A MAK much addieted to the heifMws Bin c^ 
dnrnkeiiiiessy in' coming homi^ lale one winter's 
wi^t, hftd to cross Stepney dbnrch-yard ; wliere, 
dose to titt isot paUi« 41 deep grave hud been 
opttied the d^ before. He» being very drank, 
staggered into Uie jgrave; it was a giielit raercy he 
did not bseak his neck» or aay of, his limbs ; but; as 
it mined hard att night» and ifate grave was so deep 
that he eouM not got out» he had but an uaeoia* 
iiovtaihle bed. FoV seme hours narbody passed by; 
titt, shortly a^er the clock had strack four, a milk- 
mn^ who bad baen to the cow-house for his niilk» 
«eaie ^^ 4iHd sakl to himself ^' I wonder what 
o^t^hwk it is.'' The man in the grave hallooed 
ont» '' htit gone iour.'' The aoilkmaD seeing no- 
bndy, imraediatoly concctved a ghost firom one 
0i the gmveshadanswened hhn, and took lo his 

heels 
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heels with such ja|Hdity. that when be feacbed an 
ale-house lie was read; to &iiit; aud^ wkait added 
to his trouble* in runaiiigt be so Jumbled his pails 
as to spill great part of bis milk. The peof^ke who 
heard his relation, believed it must have been a 
ghost that had aas^red Uni. The tak went round, 
and would have been credited, perhaps^ till now, 
had not the drunkard, sitting one day in the very 
alehouse the milkman bad stof^ed at, on hearing 
the story repeated, with a hearty laugh acknow- 
ledged himself to be the ghost, and that he had 
much enjoyed the jumbling of the man's pails, as 
he ran away, and tbe loss wbicb it occasioned him. 



THB . 

FAKENHAM GHOST. 

The lawns werfe dry in Euston Park; 

(Here truth inspires my tale). 
The lonely footpath, still and dark. 

Led over hill and dale. 

Benighted, was an ancient dame. 
And fearful haste she made 

To gain the vale of Fakeoham, 
And hail its willow shade. 



Her 
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Her footsteps knew no idle stops» 

But followed faster still ; 
And echo'd to the darksome copse 

That whispered on the faill. 

Where' clam'roiis rooks, y^ Scarcely hushed, 

' Bespoke a peopled shade; 
And many a wing the foliage brush'd. 
And hbv'ring circuits made. » 

The dappled herd of grazing deer, 
.That sought the shades by day. 

Now started from her path with fear» 
And gave the stranger ^vay. 

Darker it grew ; and darker fears 
Game o*er her troubled mind; 

When, now, a short quick step she hears 
Come patting close behind. 

She tum'd ; it stopt ! — ^nought could she see 

Upon the gloomy plain ! 
Butj as she strove the sprite to flee. 

She heard the same bgain. 

Now terror seized her quaking frame : 

For, where the path was l)are,^' 
The trotting ghost Kept on the same ! 
. She mutter'd many a pray'r. 



Yet 
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Yet ooice agiaio, amidst her fright 

She tried what sight could do ; 
When through the cheating glooms of night, 

A monster stood in view. 

Regardless of whatever she felt. 

It followed down the plain ! 
She own'd her sins, and down she knelt. 

And said her prayers again. 

Then on she §ped ; and hope grew strongs 

The white pa^rk-gate in view. 
Which, pushing hard, so long it swung. 

That ghost and all past through. 

Loud fell the gate against the post. 

Her heart-strings like to crack. 
For much s|ie fear'd the grisly ghost 

Would leap upon her back. 

Still on, pat, pat, the goblin went. 

As it had done before ; 
Her strength and resolution spent, 

She fainted at the door. 

Out came her husband, much surprise. 

Out came her daughter dear ; 
Good-natur'd souls, all unadvised 

Of wh^t they had to fear. 

I The 
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The candle's gleam pierc'd through the night. 
Some short space o'er the green ; 

And there the little trotting sprite 
Distinctly might be seen. 

An ass* s foal had lost its dam 

Within the spacious park^ 
Andy simple as the playful lamb^ 

Had foUow'd in the dark. 

No goblin he, nor imp of sin. 

No crimes he'd ever known. 
They took the shaggy stranger in. 

And rear'd him as their own. 

His little hoofs would rattle round 
Upon the cottage floor ; 
' The matron learn'd to love the sound, * 
That frighten'd her before. 

A favourite the ghost became. 

And 'twas his fate to thrive ; 
And long he liv'd, and spread his fame. 

And kept the joke alive. 

For many a laugh went through the vale. 

And some conviction too ; 
Each thought some other goblin tale 

Perhaps was just as true. 

THE 
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THE 

UNFORTUNATE PRIEST, 

AND 

DEAD BODY. 



In a province of Prussia, a man being dead, was 
carried/ as is customary, into the church the 
evening previous to the day of his interment. It 
is usual to place the corpse in an open coffin ; and 
a priest, attended only by a boy of the choir, re- 
mains all night praying by the side of the dead 
body, and on the following day the friends of the 
decea^d come to close up the coffiu, and inter the 
corpse. Qn this occasion, after the evening service 
had been performed, every one retired from the 
church : and the priest, with the young chorister, 
withdrew to supper ; but soon returned, ^nd the 
former commenced the usual prayers. , What was 
his astonishment, when be beheld the dead body 
rise from the coffin, and advance towards him* 
Terrified in. the extreme, the priest flew to the 
foiit; and, conjuring the corpse to return to its 
proper station, showered holy water on him in 
abundance. But the obstinate and evil-minded 
spirit, disregarding the power of holy water, 
I 2 seized 



184 UNFORTUNATE PRIEST. 

* 

. seized the unfortunate piiest^ threw him to the 
ground^ and soon, by repeated blows, left him 
extended, without life, on the pavement. Having 
committed this act of barbarity, he appeared to 
return quietly to his coifin. On the following 
morning, the persons who came to prepare for the 
funeral, found the priest murdered, and the corpse, 
as before, in the coffin. Nothing could throw any 
light on this extraordinary event but the testimony 
of the boy, who had concealed himself on the first 
movement of the dead body, and who persisted 
in declaring, that he saw from his hiding-place the 
priest killed by the corpse. Conjecture, and en- 
deavours to discover the truth; were alike Vain, 
tormenting, and fruitless. Many resources were 
tried; for it was not every one that submitted 
themselves to the belief of a dead body rising to 
kill a priest, and then quietly resigning itself to 
the place of its consignment. Many yetirs after- 
wards, a malefactor, condemned to death for va- 
rious crimes, and bcought to the torture, confessed, 
that having (for some unknown reason) conceived 
an implatable hatred against the priest in question, 
he had formed the design of thus avenging him- 
self. Having fotind means to remain in the church, 
he seized the moment of the priesfs retiring to 
supper, withdrew the dead body from the coffin, 
and placed himself in its stead, in the shroud and 

other 
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other appurtenances. After executing the murder 
of the priest, he returned the corpse to its place, 
and got uiiperceived out of the church, when the 
friends of the deceased came in the morning to 
attend the funeral. 



THE 

VIGIL OF SAINT MARK, 

OR 

FATAL SUPERSTITION. 

Hebecca was the fairefst maid 
That on the Danube's borders played ; 
And many a handsome nobleman 
For her in tilt and tourney ran : 
While she, in secret, ^'ished to sec 
What youth her husband was to be. 

Rebecca heard the gossips say, 
*' Alone, from dusk till midnight, stay 
Within the church-porch drear and dark. 
Upon the Vigil of St. Mart; 
And, lovely maiden, you shall see 
What youth your husband* is to be." 
^ 1 3 Rebecca, 
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Rebecca, when the night grew dark. 
Upon the Vigil of St. Mark, 
Observed by Paul/ a roguish scout. 
Who gueSs*d the task she went about, 
Stepp'd to St. Stephen's church to see 
What youth her husband was to be. 

Rebecca heard the screech-owl cry. 
And saw the black-bat round her fly ; 
She sat till, wild with fear at last. 
Her blood grew cold, her pulse beat fast ; 
And yet, rash maid, she stopp'd to see 
What youth her husband was to be. 

Rebecca heard the, midnight chimt; . 
Ring out the yawning peal of time, 
When shrouded Paul, unlucky knave ! 
Rose, like a spectre from the grave. 
And cried — " Fair. maiden, come with me. 
For I If our bridegroom am to be.*' 

Rebecca turned her head aside. 

Sent forth a horrid shriek — ^and died ; 

While Paul confessed himself in vain ; 

Rebecca never spoke again. 

Ah ! little, hapless girl, did she 

Think Death her bridegroom was to be. 

Rebecca, 
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Rebeeca, may tliy story long 
Instruct the giddy and the young ! 
Fright not, fond youths, the timid fair : ' 
And yoo, too, gentle maids, beware ; 
Nor seek, by dreadful arts, to see 
What youths your husbands are to be. 



THE 

FLOATING WONDER, 

OR 

FEMALE SPECTRE. 

L HE bridge over the river Usk, near Caerleon, in 
in Wales, is formed of wood, and very curiously ' 
constructed, the tide rising occasionally to the aU 
most incredible height of fifty or sixty feet. The 
boards which compose the flooring of this bridge 
being designedly loose, in order to float with the 
tide, when it exceeds a certain height, are pre- 
yented from escaping only by little pegs at the end 
of them ; which mode of fastening does not afford 
ft very safe footing for the , traveller, and some 
awkward accidents have been known to arise from 
this cause. The fallowing singular adventure oc- 
curred about twenty years since to a female of the 
neighbourhood, as she was passing it at night. 

1 4 The 
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The heroine ia question was a Mrs. Williams, 
who had been to spend a cheerful evening at a 
neighbour's house on the eastern side, of the river, 
and was' returning home ^t a decent hour. The 
night being extremely dark, she had provided her- 
self with a lanthorn and candle, by the assistance of 
whiph she found her way to the bridge, and had 
already passed part of the dangerous structure^ 
when she unfortunately trod on a plank that had 
by some accident lost the tenons originally fixed to 
the ends of it, and had slipped from its proper 
situation ; the faithless board yielded to the weight 
<f( the good lady, who was rather corpulent, and 
carried her through the flooring, with her candle 
and lanthorn, into the river. Fortunately, at the 
moment of falling, she was standing in such a po- 
sition, as gave her a seat on the plank similar to 
that of a horseman on his nag. It may be easily 
imagined, that Mrs. Williams must have been 
dreadfully alarmed at this change of situation, as 
well as the difference of element. Blessed, how- 
ever, with great presence of mind, and a patient 
endurance of evil, the good lady was not over- 
whelmed by her fall, but steadily maintained her 
seat on the board ; taking care, at the same time, 
to preserve her candle lighted, rightly supposing 
it would servfe as a guide to any one who might 
"be able or willing to assist her. Thus bestriding 

the 
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♦ 

the plank, our heroine was hurried down the river 
towards Newport, the bridge of which, she trusted, 
irould stop her progress, or that she might alarm 
the inhabitants with her cries. In both her hopes, 
however, she was disappointed : the rapidity of a 
spring tide sent her through the arch with the ve- 
locity of an arrow discharged from a bow, and the 
good people of the town had long been wrapped 
in slumber. Thus situated, her prospect became 
each moment more ^ desperate ; her candle was 
nearly extinguished ! and every limb so benumbed 
with cold, that she had die greatest difficulty in 
keeping her saddle. Already she had reached the 
mouth of the Usk, and was oh the point of encoun- 
tering the turbulent waves of the British Channel, 
when the master of a fishing-boat, who was return- 
ing from his nightly toils, discovered the gleaming 
of her taper, and hearing her calls for assistance, 
though he at first thought her a witch, yet ven- 
tured to approach this floating wonder, and hap- 
pily succeeded in rescuing Mrs. Williams from a 
watery grave, and bringing her in safety jo the 
shore in his boat. 

Thus was the life of a fellow-creature preserved 
by a poor fisherman's courage, in not being daunted 
by what he at first conceived a mysterious^ light 
proceeding from some sprite or hobgoblin; but, 
from duly examining into causes, proved himself 
both a hero and friend. 

I 5 POOR 
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' POOR MAto, 

THE MAID OF THE /AW. 



Who is she, the poor maniac, whose wildly fix'd 
eyes 

Seem a heart overcharg'd to express ? 
She weeps not, yet often and deeply sfie sighfi; 
She never complains, but her silence implies • 

The composure of settled distress. 

No aid, no compassion, the maniac will seek ; 

Cold and hunger awake not her care : 
Through her rags do the winds of the winter blow 

bleak , 
On her poor wither'd bosom, half bare ; and h<*r 
^h*eek 
lias the deathly pale hue of despair. 

Yet cheerful and happy, nor distant the day. 

Poor Mary the maniac has' been ! 
The traveler remembers, who journey'd this way. 
No damsel so lovely, no damsel so gay. 

As Mar^ the Maid of the Inn. 

Her 
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Her cheerful address fill'd the guests with delight. 

As she welcomed them in with a smile : 
Her heart was a stranger to childish affright. 
And Mary woi^ld walls by the abbey at night. 
When the wind whistled down the dark aisle. 



She lov'd ; and young Richard had settled the day. 

And she hoped to be happy foi life : 
But Richard was idle anii worthless ; and they 
Who knew him would pity poor Mary, and say. 
That she was too good for his wife. 

Twas in autumn, and stormy and dark was the 
night, 

And fast were the windows and door; 
Two guests sat enjoying the fire that burnt bright, 
Andy smoking in silence with tranquil delight. 

They listened to hear the wind roar, 

" Tis pleasant," cried one, " seated by the fire- 
side. 
To hear the wind whistle without/' 
'* A fine night for the abbey !" his comrade replied, 
*' Methinks, a man's courage would now be well 
tried. 
Who should wander the ruins about* 

16 "I myself. 
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'' I myself, like a scbool-boy, should tremble to hetr 

The hoarse ivy shake over my head ; 
And could fancy I saw, half-persuaded by fear. 
Some ugly old abbot's white spirit appear. 
For this wind might awaken the dead V 

** I'll wager a dinner," the other on^ cried, 

" That Mary would venture there now." 
" Then wager and lose !*' with a sneer, he replied, 
** I'll warrant she*d fancy a ghost by her side» 
And faint if she saw a white cow." 

•* Will Mary this charge on her courage allow V 

His companion exclaim'd with a smile ; 
*' I shall win, for I know she will venture there now. 
And earn a new bonnet by bringing a bough 
From the elder that grows in the aisle." 

With fearless good humour did Mary comply. 

And her way to the abbey she bent ; 
The night it was dark, and the wind it was high. 
And as hollowly howling it swept through the sky, 
She shiver'd with cold as she went. 

O'er the path sci well known still proceeded the 
maid. 
Where the abbey rose dim on the sight. 

Through 
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Through the gate-)¥ay she entered, she felt not 

afraidy 
Yet the ruins were lonely and wild, and their shade 
^ Seem'd to deepen the gloom of the night. 

All around her wassilent, save when the rude blast 

HowFd dismally round the old pile ; 
Over weed-cove r'd fragments still fearless she past. 
And , arrived in the innermost ruin at last, 
' Where the elder-tree grew in the aisle. 

Well pleased did she reach it, and quickly drew 
near. 
And hastily gathered the bough ; 
When the sound of a voice seem'd to rise on her 

ear — 
She paus'd, and she listened all eager to hear> 
And her heart panted fearfully now. 

The wind blew, the hoarse ivy shpok over her head. 

She listened — nought else could she hear; 
*The*wind ceas'd; her heart sunk in her bosom 

' , with dread. 

For she heard in the ruins distinctly the tread 
Of footstq)s approaching her near. 

Sjehind a white column, half breathless witli fear. 
She erept to conceal herself th^re : 

That 
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That instant the moon o'er a dark cloud shone dear. 

And she saw in the moon-light two ruffians appear. 

And between them a corpse did they bean 

Theu Mary could feel her heart-blood curdle cold ! 

Again the rough wind hurried by-7- 
It blew off the hat of the one,* and, behold. 
Even close to the foot pf poor Mary it roli'd — 

She felt, and expected to die. 

*' Curse the hat !" he exclaims. " Nay, come on, 
and first hide 

The dead body," his comrade replies. 
She beheld them in safety pass on by her side. 
She seizes the hat, fear her courage suppliedj^ ' 

And fast through the abbey she flies. 

She ran with wild speed, she rush'd in at the door. 

She gaz'd horribly eager around : 
Then her limbs could support their- faint burden 

no more. 
And exhausted and breathless she sunk on theifloor. 

Unable ta utter a sound. 

Ere yet her cold lips could the story impart. 
For a moment the hat met her view — t 

• The hat of one of the raffians. 
i She knew it to be Richard'* ha(» 

Her 
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Her eyes from that object convulsively start. 
For, oh! God! what cold horror thea thrill'd 
through her heart. 
When the name of her Richard she knew. 

Where the old abbey stands on the common hard by. 

His gibbet is now to be seen': 
Not far from the road it engages the eye. 
The travller beholds it, and thinks, with a sigh. 

Of poor Mary, the Maid of the Inn. 

Southey's Poems. 



GILES THE SHEPHERD, 
AND SPECTRE. 

Giles, ere he sleeps, his little flock must tell. 
From the fire-side with many a shrug he hie^. 
Glad- if the fuU-orb'd moon salute his eyes. 

And down a narrow lane, well known by day. 
With all his speed pursues his sounding way. 
In thought still half absorbed, and chill'd with cold. 
When, lo I an object frightful to behold, 

Agrirfy 
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A grisly spectre^ cloth'd in silver grey. 
Around whose feet the waving shadows play. 
Stands in his path ! He stops, and not a breath 
Heaves from his heart, that sinks almost to death. 
Loud the owl hallooes o'er his head unseen ; 
All ebe is silence, dismally serene : 
. Some prompt ejaculation, wfaisper'd low. 
Yet bears him up against the threatening foe ; 
And thus poor Giles, Ihough half inclined to fly. 
Mutters his doubts, and strain^ his stedfast eye* 
" Tis not my crimes thou com'st here to reprove*; 
No murders stain my soul, no perjur'd love : 
If thou'rt indeed what here thou seem'st to be,' 
Thy dreadful mission cannot reach to me. 
By parents taught still to mistrust mine eyes. 
Still to approach eafch object of surprise. 
Lest fency's formful vision should deceive 
In moonlight paths, or glooms of falling eve, 
^Tis then*s the moment when my mind should try 
To scan the motionless deformity ; . - 
But oh, the fearful task ! — yet well I know 
An aged ash, with many a spreading bough, 
(Beneath whose leaves I've found a summer's bow'r. 
Beneath whose trunk I've weather'd many a show'r) 
Stands singly down this solitary way. 
But far beyond where now my footsteps stay, 
'Tis true, thus far I've come with heedless haste ; 
No reck'ning kept, no passing objects trac'd : 

And 
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And can I then have reach'd that very tree? 
Or is its rev'rend form assumed by thee 1" 
The happy thought alleviates his pain ; 
He creeps another step ; then stops again ; 
Till slowly as his noiseless feet drew near. 
Its perfect lineaments at once appear ; 
Its crown of shivering ivy whispering peace,* 
And its white bark that fronts the moon's paleface. 
N^ow, while his blood mounts upward, now he knows 
The solid gain that from conviction ^ows ; 
And strengthened confidence shall hence fulfil 
(With conscious innocence, more valued still) 
The dreariest task that winter nights can brings 
By church-yard dark, or grove, or fairy ring ; 
Still buoying up the timid mind of youth. 
Till loif ring reason hoists the scale of truth. 
With those blest guardians, Giles his course pursues. 
Till 'numbering his heavy-sided ewes, ' 
Surrounding stilness tranquillize his breast, 
And shape the dreams that wait his hours of rest. 

Bloomfield's Farmer's Boy. 
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A 

MAN WITH HIS HEAD ON FIRE, 

AND COVERED WITH B^OD. 

The following singular adventure is related by a 
Military captain. 

** I was coming home one night on horseback, 
from a visit I* had been making to a number of the 
neighbouring villages, where I had quartered my 
recruits. It happened there Jt^iad fallen a deal of 
rain that day, since noon, and during all the even- 
ing, which bad broken up the roads, and it was 
raining still with equal violence; but, being forced - 
to join my company next morning, I set out, pro- 
vided with a lanthorn, 'having to pass a strait 
defile between two mountains. I had cleared it, 
'when a gust of wind took off my hat, and carried 
it so far, that I despaired of getting it again, and 
therefore gave the matter up. By great good for- 
tune, I had with me, my red cloak. I covered my 
head and shoulders with it, leaving nothing but 
a little hole to see my way, and breathe through; 
and, for fear the wind should take a fancy to my 
cloak, as well as my hat, I passed my right arm 
round my body to secure it : so that, riding on in 

this 
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this position, you may easily conceiire my lanthorn, 
which I held in my right hand, was under my left 
shoulder. At the entrance of a village on a hill, 
I met three travellers, who no sooner saw me than 
|hey ran away as fast as possible. For my part, I 
went on upon the gallop ; and when I cam€ into the 
town, alighted at ai> inn^ whete I designed to rest 
myself a little. Soon after* who should enter, but 
my three poltroons, as pale as death itself. They 
told the landlord and his people, trembling as they 
spoke, that in the ros^d they had encountered a 
great fi^re of a man all over blood,. whose head 
was like a flange of fire, and to increase the won- 
der, placed beneath his shoulder. He was mounted 
on a dreadful horse, said they, quite black behind, 
and grey before ; which, notwithstanding it was 
lame, he spurred and whipped rigbt up the moun- 
tain with extraordinary swiftness. Here they - 
ended their relation. They had taken care to 
spread the alarm as they were flying from this 
wondrous apparition, and the people had come 
with them to the inn in 'such a drove, that up- 
wards of an hundred were all squeezed together, 
opening both their mouths and ears at this tre*- 
mendous story. To giake up in some sort for my 
dismal Journey, I resolved to laugh a little, and be 
merry at their cost, intending to cure them of such 
fright, hy shewing them their folly in the present 

instance. 
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instance. With this view, I got upon my horse 
again, behind the inn, and went round about till I 
had rode the distance of a. niile or thereabouts ; 
when, turning, I disposed of my accoutrements, 
that is to say, my cfoak and lanthorn, as before, 
and on I came upon a gallop towards the -inn. 
You should have seen the frighted mob of pea- 
sants, how they hid their faces at the sight, and 
got into the passage. There was no one but the 
host had courage to remain, and keep his eye upon 
me. I was now before the door, on which I 
shifted the position of my lanthorn, let my cloak 
drop down upon my shoulders, and appeared the 
figure he had seen me by his kitchen fire. It was 
not without real difficulty, we could bring the 
simple people who had crowded in for safety from 
their terror: the three travellers, in -particular, as 
the first impression was still strong within them, 
they could not credit what they saw. We finished 
by a hearty laugh at their expence, and by drinking 
to the man whose head was like a flame of fire, 
and placed beneath bis shoulder .'' 



THE 
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THE 

INNOCENT DEVIL, 

OR 

AGREEABLE DlSAPPOim'MENT. 

The following story is extracted from a letter I 
received, some time since, from a friend/ on the 
subject of apparitions. 

" Returning, one evening in the summer, to my 
apartments, at a short distance from town, I %vas 
invited by my landlady, a brisk young widow, to 
partake of un petit souper, as she termed it. The 
invitation, of course, I accepted; and, after a 
pleasant repast, the cloth being removed, various 
conversation ensued, and the terminating subject 
was ghosts and hobgoblins. After my attention 
had been greatly excited by many dreadful re- 
citals, I thought I perceived something black 
glide swiftly by my feet. My back at that time 
being towards the door, I instantly turned round; 
and, perceiving the same to be shut, I fancied my 
fear to be only a chimaera arising from the subject 
we had been conversing' on. I therefore reple- 
nished my glass ;. and the subject of spectres was 
again renewed. In the midst of the discpurse, 
when I was all attention to some dreadful tale, I 

felt 
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felt something gently i>rush the bottom of my 
chair ; when^ on looking down, I beheld the most 
hideous black figure imagination can conceive. 
It was a monster on all fours, with cloven feet, 
horns on its head, and a long tail trailing after it 
as it moved along. My terror, I will acknowledge, 
was so great, that I instantly jumped up as high as 
the table, and loudly vociferated, * Lord have 
mercy upon me ! what is it Y My friendly hostess 
now begged me to sit down and be a little calm, 
and she would explain to me the cause of my 
alarm. The figure having again disappeared, the 
lady of the ceremonies thus addressed me — * I 
beg your pardon, Sir, for the fright I have thus 
occ^ioned you. It is only a little joke I have 
been playing oft, merely to see whether you were 
proof against supernatural appearances. A friend 
of mine having been to a masqued ball in a 
domino, I prepared the stratagem, by making a 
head-piece to the dress, with horns, false legs, 
cloven feet, and a tail. I then instructed my ser- 
vant, who was by agreement to be in the adjoining 
room^ on l^earing a certain part of my story, to 
open the door as softly as possible, and to make 
her entrS in this habiliment. This she attempted 
before the plot was sufficiently ripe, when you 
turned round towards the door, and she retreated. 
The second attempt too effectually succeeded ; for 

' 'which 
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which I again ask your pardon, and am extremely 
sorry, though luckily it has had no bad effect. 
But I will never, while I lire, again be induced to 
act so foolishly/ — ►" 



THE 



SPECTRE OF THE BROKEN. 

\ 

X HE foliovring observations on that singular phe- 
nomenon called the Spectre of th^ Broken, in Ger- 
many, is^rels^ted by Monsieur J. L. Jordan^, in the 
following words. 

^* In the course of my repeated tours through 
the Har2 (mountains in Germany), I ascended the 
Broken twelve tim^^s ; but I had tbe good fortune 
only twice (both times about WhitsuMide) to see 
that atmospheric phenomenon called the Spectre 
of the Broken, which appears to me so worthy of. 
particular attention, as it mmst, no do«d»t,^be ob- 
served on other high mountains, wbidi have a 
situation fevourable for producing it. The first 
time 1 was deceived' by this extraordinary pheno- 
menon, I had clambered up to the summit of the 
Broken very early in the morning, in order to wait 
for the inexpressibly beautiful view of the sun 
rising in the east. The heavens were already 

streaked 
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streaked with red; the sun was just appearing 
above the horizon in full majesty; and the most 
perfect serenity prevailed throughout the sur- 
rounding country; when the other Harz moun- 
tains in the south-west, towards the Worm moun- 
tains, &e. lying \inder the Broken, began ' to 
be covered by thick clouds. Ascending at that 
moment the granite rocks called the Tempelskan- 
zel, there appeared before me, though at a great 
distance, towards the Worm mountains and the 
Aucfateilnaashohe, the gigantic figure of a man, 
as if standing on a large pedestal. But scarcely 
had I discovered it; when it began to disappear; 
the clouds sunk down speedily, and expanded; 
and I saw the phenomenon no more. The se- 
cond time, however, I saw this spectre somewhat 
more distinctly, a little below the summit of the 
Broken, and near the Heinnichshohe, as I was 
looking at the sun-rising, about four o'clockMn the 
morning. The weather was rather tempestuous ; 
the sky towards the level country was pretty clear; 
but the Harz mountains had attracted several 
thick clouds which had been hovering round them, 
and which, beginning on the Broken, confined the 
prospect. In these clouds, soon after the rising 
of the sun^ I ^w my own shadow, of a monstrous 
size, move itself, for a couple of seconds, in the 
clouds; and the phenomenon disappeared. It is 

impossible 
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impossible to see this pheDomenon, except when 
the sun is at such an altitude as to throw his rays 
upon the body in an horizontal direction; for if 
he is higher, the shadow is thrown rather qnder 
the body than before it. 

** In the month of September, last year, as 4 was 
making a tour through the Harz with a very agree- 
able party, and ascended the Broken, I found an 
excellent account and explanation of this pheno- 
menon, as seen by M. Haue on the 23d of May 
1797, in his diary of an excursion to that moun- 
tain; I shall therefore take the liberty of tran- 
scribing it. 

• After having been here for the thirtieth time,^ 
says M. Haue ; 'and, besides other objects of my at- 
tention, having procured information respecting the 
above-mentioned atmospheric phenomenon, I was 
at length so fortunate as to have the pleasure of 
seeing it; and, perhaps, my description may afford 
satisfaction to others who visit the Broken through 
curiosity. The sun rose about four o'clock ; and, 
the atmosphere being quite serene towards the 
east, his rays could pass without any obstruction 
over the Heinnichshohe. In the south-west, how- 
ever, towards the Auchtermaunshohe> a brisk west 
wind carried before it their transparent vapours, 
which ^ere not yet condensed into thick heavy 
clouds. About a quarter past four I went to* 
. k wards 
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wards the ino, and looked round to see whether 
the atmosphere would permit me to have a free 
prospect to the south-west ; when I obse^ed, at a 
very great distance, towards the Auchtermaun- 
shohe, a human figure, of a monstrous siae« A 
violeni; gust of wind having almost carried away 
my hat, I clapped my hand to it by moving my 
arm towards my head, and the colossal figure did 
the same. The pleasure which I felt on this dis- 
covery can hardly be described; for I had already 
walked many a weary step in the hope of seeing 
this shadowy image, without being able to satisfy 
my curiosity. I immediately made another move- 
ment by bending my body, and the colossal figure 
before me repeated it. I was desirous of doing 
the same thing once more ; but my colossus had 
vanished. I remained in the same position, wait-' 
ing to see whether it would return ; and> in a few 
minutes, it again made its appearance in the Auch« 
termaunshohe. 1 paid my respects to it a second 
time, and it did tte same to me. I then called 
the landlord of the Broken; and, having both 
taken the same position which I had taken alone, 
we looked towards the Auchtermaunshohe, but saw 
nothing. We bad not, however, stood long, when 
two such colossal figures were formed over the 
above eminence, which repeated our compliment, 
by bending their bodies as we did ; after which they 

vanished. 
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▼anished. We retained our position, kept our 
eyes .fixed upon the same spot ; and, in a* little 
time, the two figures again stood before \\s, and 
were joined by a third. Every movement that we 
made by bending our foodies, these figures imi- 
tated; but with this difierence, that the pheno- 
menon was sometimes weak and faint, sometimes 
strong and well-defined. Having thus had an op- 
portunity of discovering the .whoje secret of this 
phenomenon, I can give the following information 
to such of my readers as may be desirous of seeing 
it themselves. When the rising sun (and, accord- 
ing to analogy, the case will be -the same at the 
setting sun) throws his rays over*the Broken upon 
the body of a man standing opposite to fine light 
clouds floating around or hovering past hiQi, he 
needs only fix his eye stedfastly upon them, and 
in all probability he will seie the singular spectacle 
of bis own shadow e?^ending to the length qf five 
or six hundred feet, at the distance of about two 
miles from him. This is one of the most agree- 
able phenomena I have evet had an opportunity 
of remarking on the great observations of Ger- 
many.' — " 
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SIR HUGH ACKLAND. 



The foUowiog remarkable fact shews the nece»> 
sity of minutely examining people after death, 
prior to interment, and of not giving way to ridi- 
culous fears about supernatural appearances. 

The late Sir Hugh Ackland, of Devonshire, ap- 
parently died of a fever, and was laid out as dead. 
The nurse, with two of the footmen, sat up with 
the corpse ; and Lady Ackland sent them a bottle 
of brandy to drink in the nigl^t. One of the ser- 
vants, being an arch rogue, told the other, that 
his master dearly loved brandy when he was alive; 
''.and," says he, *' I am resolved he shall drink 
one glass with us now he is dead/' The' fellow, 
accordingly, poured out a bumper of brandy, and 
forced it down his throat. A gurgling immedi- 
ately .ensued, and a violent motion of the neck 
and upper part of the breast. The other footman 
and the nurse were so terrified, that they ran down 
stairs; and the brandy genius, hastening away 
with rather too much s^eed, tumbled down stairs 
bead foremost. The noise of the fall, and his 
crieSj alarmed a young gentleman who slept in 

the 
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the house that night * who got up, and went to the 
room where the corpse lay, and, to his great sur- 
prise, saw Sir Hugh sitting upright. He called 
the servants ; Sir Hugh was put into a warm bed, 
^nd the physician and apotbec^ sent for. These 
gentlemen, iqa few weeks, 'perfectly restored their 
patient to health, and he lived several years after- 
wards. 

The above story is well known to the Devon- 
shire people; as in most companies Sir Hugh 
used to tell this strange circumstance, and talk of 
bis resurrection by his brandy footman, to whom 
(when he really died) he left a handsome annuity. 



AK 

AGREEABLE EXPLANATION. 

A GBNTLEMAN of undoubted veracity relates 
the following story. 

" When I was a young man, I took up my re- 
sidence at a lodging-house, which was occupied 
by several families. On taking possession of my 
apartments, I agreed with the old lady of the 
house, who had two children, to accommodate 
me with a key to the street-door, to prevent un- 
necessary trouble to the servant or family, as I 
. K 3 should 
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should Tery frequentiy stay out iate in the even- 
ing. This was agreed to ; and, by way of making 
things more agreeaUe, I had alleys a Ught left 
burning for me on the staircase, which was oppo- 
site to the outer door. This arrangement being 
made, things continiied very comfortable for some 
months ; till, one night, or rather morning, return- 
ing and opening the door as usual, I thought I 
heard a faint scream — ^I paused for a few seconds^ 
The -cry of ' Murder!* now feebly succeeded. I 
hesitated how to act, when the' cry of / Murder !' 
was again more loudly vociferated. This very 
much alarmed me; and, instead of going forward, 
I instantly re-opened the street-door, and was in 
the act of calling the watch, when a tali spare 
figure, at least six feet high, in a complete white 
dk-ess, and pointed cap, with a candle in its hand, 
appeared before me. This unexpected^ encounter 
completed my astonishment, and I was about to 
speak, when the phantom (which proved to be my 
good old landlady) thus addresseld me — * I hope. 
Sir, I have not alarmed you ; but, just before you 
came to the door, I had a most frightful dream. I 
thought robbers had broken into my house, and, not 
content with plunder, bad murdered my children, 
and were about to destroy me; wh^n the noise 
you made on opening the door increased my 
agony of mind, and, before I was sufiiciently sen- ' 

sible. 
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siblc, I screamed out Murder! as you most have 
heard/ This explanation. having taken place, the 
poor ^oman retired, and was for several days after 
extremely ill ; and I was not a little pleased myself 
at finding what I at first supposed a supernatural 
encounter thus terminate, without having recourse 
to a divine exorcist/' 



THE 

SOMERSETSHIRE DEMONIAC. 

On the 13th of June 1788, George Lukins, of 
Yatton, in Somersetshire, was exorcised in the 
Temple Church at Bristol, and delivered from the 
possession of seven devils by the efibrts of seven 
clergymen. , * . 

Lukins was first attacked by a kind of epileptic 
fit, when he was going about acting Christmas 
plays, or mummeries : this he ascribed to a blow 
given by an invisible hand. He was afterwards 
seized by fits ; during which he declared with a 
roaring voice that he was the devil, and sung dif- 
ferent songs in a variety of keys. The fits always 
began and ended with a strong agitation of the 
right hand ; he frequently uttered dreadful exe- 
K 4 crations 
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crations during the fits : and the whole duration of 
this disorder was eighteen years. 

At length, viz. in June 1788, he declared, that 
he was possessed by seven devils, and could only be 
freed by the prayers, in faith, of seven clergyinen. 
Accordingly, the requisite number was sununoned, 
and the patient sung, swore, laughed, barked, and 
treated the company with a ludicrous parody on 
the Te Deum. These astonishing symptoms re- 
sisted both hymns and prayers, till a small,' faint 
voice admonished the ministers to adjure. The 
spirits, after some murmuring, yielded to the ad- 
juration ; and the happy patient returned thanks 
for his wonderful cure. It is remarkable, . that, 
during this soleqiu mockery, the fiend swore, by 
his infernal den, that he would not quit his pa- 
tient; an oath, I believe, no, where to be found 
but in the 'Pilgrim's Progress, from whence Lukins 
probably got it. 

Very soon after the first relation of this story 
was published, a person well acquainted with Lu- 
kins, took the trouble of undeceiving the public, 
with regard to his. pretended disorder, in a plain, 
sensible, narrative of his conduct. He asserts, 
. that Lukins^s first seizure was nothing else than a 
fit of drunkenness; that he always foretold his 
fits, and remained sensible during their continu- 
ance. That he fre(|uehtly^saw Lukins in his fits; 

in 
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in every one of which, except in singing, he per- 
formed not more than most active young people 
can easily do. That he was detected in an im- 
posture with respect to the clenching of his hands. 
That after money, had been collected for him, he 
got very suddenly well. That he never had any 
fits while he was at St. George's Hospital, in 
London; nor when visitors were excluded from 
his lodgings by desire of the author of the narra- 
tive: and that he was particularly careful never 
to hurt himself by his exertions during the 
paroxysm. * 

Is it for the credit of this philosophical age, 
that so bungling an imposture should deceive 
seven clergymen into a public act of exorcism? 
This would not have passed even on the authors 
of the Malleus Maleficarum ; for they required 
signs of supernatural agency, such as the suspen- 
sion of the possessed in the air without any visible 
Support, or the use of different languages, unknown 
to the demoniac m his natural state. 
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THE MANIAC, 

OR 

FATAL EFFECTS OF WANTON MISCHIEF. 



boME years ago, a very inteUigent, handsome, 
and promising youth, whose name is Henry Par- 
geted Lewis, the son of a respectable attorney, in 
,tbe town of Dudley, was placed for a probation- 
ary time, previously to an intended apprentice- 
ship, with a surgeon and apothecary of the name 
of Powellj in the immediate neighbourhood of 
one of our great public schools. He had not been 
there long, before one of, the scholars, who 
lodged at the surgeon's, in league with the ser- 
Tant-boy of the house, devised the following stra- 
tagem to frighten him. One night, during an ab- 
sence of the master, the servant*boy concealed 
himself under the bed of Henry, before the latter 
retired to rest, and remained there till the hour 
of midnight; When, on a preconcerted signal of 
three raps at the chamber door, it suddenly 
opened, and in stalked the school-boy, habited in 
a white sheet, -with his face horribly disguised, 
and bearing a lighted candle in his hand; the 
servant-boy, at the same moment, heaving up 

the 
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the bed under Henry >vith his back. How long 
this was acted is not known: it was done long 
enough, howerer, completely to dethrone ttie rea- 
son of the unfortunate youth; who, it is supposed, 
immediately covered himself with tb^ bed-clothes, 
and so continued till the morning. On his not 
rising at the usual time, some one of thfe femily 
went to call him ; and, not answering, except by 
incoherent cries, was discovered in the state just 
described. 

The melancholy tidings of his situation were 
conveyed to his friends, on his removal to them ; 
the facts having been disclosed, partly by the 
confession of the servant-boy, and t)artly by the 
unfortunate youth himself, during the few lucid 
intervals which occurred in the course of the 
first year after his misfortune. 

His father and mother were then living,- but 
they are now both dead : and the little property 
they left to support him is now nearly exhausted, 
together with ajsmall subscription which was'also 
raised to furnish him with necessaries, and to re- 
munerate a person to take care 'of him. He is 
perfectly harmless and gentle, being rather in a 
state of idiotcy than insanity ; seldom betraymg 
any symptoms of violent emotion, except occasion- 
ally about midnight (the time of his unhappy 
dtsaster)^ when^ fall of indescribable terror, he 
K 6 , •xclaimsy 
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exclaioTs, *' Ohi they art coming! they are 
coming r* All hope of recovery is at ao edd; 
more than twenty years having elapsed since the 
catastrophe happened. 

It is sincerely hoped that this pitiable case may 
prove a warning to inconsiderate youth ; by shew- 
ing them what dreadful effects may follow sjiuch 
wanton acts of mischief. 



EXTRAORmNART 

DOUBLE DREAM, 

Without any Corresponding Event. 

The late Reverend Mr. Joseph Wilkins, a dis- 
senting clergyman, at Weymouth, in Dorsetshire, 
had the following remarkable dream, which is 
copied verbatim from a short account of bis 
life. 

** One night, soon after 1 was in bed, I fell 
asleep, and dreamed I was going to London. I 
thought it would not be much out of my way to 
go through Gloucestershire, and call upon my 
friends there. Accordingly, I set out; but re- 
member nothing that happened by the way, till 

I came 
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eame to my father's house, :ivhen I went to the 
fore door and tried to open it, but found it fast; 
then I went to our back door, which T opened 
and^ went in : but finding all the family were in 
bed, I went across the rooms only, and walked 
up stairs, entered the room where my father and 
mother were in bed, and as I passed by the side 
of the bed in which my father lay, I found him 
asleep, or thought he was so ; then I went to the 
other side, and as I just turned the foot of the 
bed, I found my mother awake, to whom I said 
these words, ' Mother, T am going a long journey, 
and am come to bid you good-bye;' upon which 
she answered me in a fright — * O / dear son^ thee 
art dead! with which t awoke, and took no no" 
tice of it more than a common dream, only it 
appeared to me very perfect, as sometimes dreams 
will. But, in a few days after, as soon as a letter 
could reach me, I received one by the post from 
my father ; upon the receipt of which I was a little 
surprised, and concluded something extraordinary 
must have happened, as it wa6 but a little before I 
bad had a letter frommy friends, and all were well : 
but, upon opening it, I was still more siirpHsed ; 
fpr my father. addressed me as though I was dead, 
desiring, me, if alive, or whose ever handa the 
letter might fall into, to write immediately. But» ' 
if the letter found me living, they concluded I 

should 
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^ftould not live long, and gave this as a reason fo9 
their fears — ^That on. such a night (naming it), after 
they were in bed, my father asleq> and my mother 
awake', she heard somebody try to open the ibre 
door, biit finding it fast, he went to the back 
door, which he opened, and came in, and went 
directly through the room up stairs, and she 
perfectly knew it' to be my step,' come to 
her bed-^de, and spoke to her these words, 
* Mother, I am going a long journey, and am 
come to bid ^ou good-bye;' upon which she 
answered in a fright,^ ' Oi dearsoH^ thee art dead!' 
(which were the very circumstances and words of 
jNty dream) ; but she heard nothing more, she saw 
nothing (neither did I in my dream, as it was all 
dark). Upon this she awoke my father, and tokl 
him what had passed, but he endeavoured to ap* - 
pease her, persuading her it was only a dream ; 
but she insisted on it, it was no dream, for that 
she was as perfectly awake as ever, and had not had 
the least inclination to sleep since she had been in 
bed^(from which I am apt to think.it was at the 
tfertf same instant with my dream, though the 
distance between us was about one hundred miles, 
but 6{ this I cannot speak positively). This afiair 
hq>pened whikt I was at the academy at Ottery^ 
in the county of Devon, and I believe in the year 
^1754; and at this distance every circamstance is 

very 
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"ftry fre^k in my mind. I have since iiad, fVeqneiil 
opportunities of talking over the affair with my 
mother^ and the whole circumstance was as fresh 
upon her mind as it wa» upon mine. I have often 
thought "that her sensation as to this matter was 
stronger than mine ; and, what some may^think 
strange, 1 cannot remember any thing remarkable 
happened thereon ; and that this is only a plain 
simple narrative of matter of feet.* 

'The above relation must convince 'credulous 
people how necessary^ it is, not to plape implicit 
copfidence in dreams, or suffer them to make too 
great an impression on the mind, as they are most 
frequently merely the result of our waking 
thoughts. 



REMARKABLE INSTANCES 

OF THE 

POWER OF VISION. 

A SHEPHERD upon one of the mountains in 
Cumberland, was suddenly enveloped with a thick 
fog' or mist, through which every object appeared 
so greatly increased in magnitude, that he no 
longer , knew where he was« In this state 6f con- 
fusion he wandered in search of some unknown 
object^ from which he might direct his future 

steps. 
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steps. Chance, at last, brought this lost shepherd 
within sight of what he supposed to be a very 
-large mansion, which he did not remember ever to 
have seen before ; but, on his entering. this vision- 
ary castle, to inquire his way home, he found it 
inhabited by his own family. It was nothing more 
than his own cottage. But his organs of sight had 
so far misled his mental faculties, that some little 
time elapsed before he could he convinced that he 
saw real objects. Instances of the same kind of 
illusion, though not to the same degree, are not 
unfrequent in those mountainous regions. 

From these effects of vision, it is evident that 
the pupil and the picture of an object within the 
eye, increase at the same time. 



The writer of the above account was passing 
the Frith of Forth, at Queensferry, near Edin- 
burgh, one morning when it was extremely foggy. 
Though the water is only two miles broad, the 
boat did not get within sight of the southern shore 
till it approached very near it. He then saw, to 
his great surprise, t large perpendicular rock, 
where he knew the shore was low and almost flat. 
As the boat advanced a little nearer, the rock 
seemed to split perpendicularly into portions, 
which separated at a little distance from one 
another. He next saw these perpendicular divi- 
sions, move; and, upon approaching a little nearer, 

found 
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found it was a number of people^ standing on the 
beacb^ v^aiting the arrival of the ferry-boat. 



- The following extract of a letter, from a gen- 
tleman of undoubted veracity, is another curious 
instance of the property of vision : — 

*' When I was a young man, I was, like others, 

fond of sporting, and seldom liked to miss a day, 

if I could any way go out. From my own house 

1 set out on foot, and pursued my diversion on a 

"foggy day; and, after I had been out some time, 

the fog or mist increased to so great a degree, 

that, however familiar the hedges, trees, &c. were 

to me, I lost myself, insomuch that I tlid not 

know whether I was going to or from home. In a 

%ld where I then was, I suddenly discovered what 

1 imagined was a well known hedge-row, inter* 

spersed with pollard trees, &c. under which I 

purposed* to proceed homewards ; but, to my great 

surprise, upon approaching this appearance, I 

discovered a row of the plants known by the name 

of rag, and by the vulgar, canker weed, growing 

• on a mere balk, dividing ploughed fields: the 

whole height of both could not exceed three feet, 

OF three feet and a half. It struck me so forcibly 

that I shall never forget it; this too in a field 

which I knew as well as any m^n could know a 

field." 

THE 



284 

PHILOSOPHER GASSENDI, 

AND THE 

HAUNTED BEDROOM. 

In one of the letters of this celebrated philoso- 
pher, he says, that he was consulted by his friend 
and patron the Count d'Alais, governor of Pro- 
vence, on a phenomenon that haunted his bed- 
chamber while he was at Marseilles on some busi- 
ness relative to his office. The Count tells Gas- 
send i, that, for several successive nights, as soon 
as. the candle was taken away, he and his Countess 
saw a himinous spectre, sometimes of an oval, 
sUid sometimes of a triangular form ; that it always 
disappeaired when light came into the room * that 
he had often struck at it, but could discover nothing 
solid. Gassendi, as a natural philosopher, endea- 
voured to account for it ; sometimes attributing it 
to some defect of vision, or to some dampness of 
the room, insinuating that perhaps it might be 
sent from Heaven to him, to give him a warning 
in due time of something that should happen. 
The spectre still continued its visits all the time 
that he staid at Marseilles ; and some years after- 
wards, on their return to Ajx, the Countess d'Alais 

confessed 
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confessed to her husband, that she played him this 
trick, by means of one of h*er womep placed under 
the bed with a phial of pho^horus, with an in- 
tention to frighten him away from .Marseilles, si 
place in which she very much disliked to Mve. 
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GHOST ON SHIP.BOARD. 

A GENTLEMAN of high respectability in the 
navy relates the following story, 

" When on a voyage to New York, we had not 
been four days at sea, before an occurrence of a 
very singular nature broke in upon our quiet. 
It was a ghost ! One night, when all was stili 
and dark, and th^ ship rolling at sea before the 
wind, a man sprung suddenly upon deck in his 
- shirt, his hair ereqt, his ey6s starting from their 
sockets, and loudly vociferating he had seen a 
ghost. After his horror had a little subsided, we 
asked him what he.had seen 1 — he said, the figure of 
a woman dressed in white, with eyes of flaming fire ; 
that she came to bis hammock, and stared him in 
the face. This we treated as an idle dream, and 
sent the frantic fellow to his bed. The story be-, 
came the subject of every one ; and the succeeding 

night 
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night produced half a dozen more terrified men 
to corroborate what had happened the first, aad 
all agreed in the same story, that it was a womitn. 
This rumour daily increasing, at length came to 
the ears of the captain and officers, who were all 
equally solicitous to discover the true cause of this 
terrific report. I placed myself night by night 
beneath the hammocks to watch its appearance, 
but all in vain; yet still the appearance was 
nightly, as usual, and the horrors and fears of the 
people rather daily increased than diminished. A 
phantom of this sort rather amused than perplexed 
my mind ; and when I had given over every idea of 
• discovering the cause of this strange circumstance, 
and the thing began to wear away, I was surprised, 
one very dark night, as seated under the boats, 
with a stately figure in white stalking along the 
deck ! The singularity of the event struck my 
mind that this must be the very identical ghost 
which had of late so much disturbed the ship's 
company. I therefore instantly dropped* down 
from the place I was in, to the deck on which it 
appeared, when it passed me immediately very 
quickly, turned round, and marched directly for- 
wards. I followed it closely, through the gallery, 
and out at the head-doors, when the figure in- 
stantly disappeared, which very much s^stonished 
me. I then leaped upon the forecastle, and asked ' 

of 
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of the people who were walking there, if such a 
figure had passed them 1 They replied, No, with 
some emotion and pleasure, as I had ever ridiculed 
all their reports on this subject. However, this 
night-scene between me and the ghost became the 
theme of the ensuing day. Nothing particular 
transpired till twelve o'clock, when, as the people 
were pricking at the tub for their beef, it was 
discovered Jack Sutton was missrag. The ship's 
company was directly mustered, and Jack was no 
where to be found. I then inquired of his mess- 
mates the character of the man ; and, after a num- 
ber of interrogatories, one of them said, that poor 
Sutton used to tell him a number of comical jokes 
about his walking in his sleep. Now the mystery 
was unravelled ; and this terrific ghost, which had 
so much alarmed all the sailors, now proved to be 
the poor unfortunate Jack Sutton, who had walked 
overboard in his dream. 

The first fellow who spread this report, and 
who shewed such signs of horror, was found on 
inquiry to be a most flagitious villain, who had 
murdered a woman, who he believed always 
haunted him, and the appearance of this sleep- 
walker confirmed in his mind the ghost of the 
murdered fair one ; for, in such cases, conscience 
is a busy monitor, and ever active to its own pain 
and disturbance. 

A R£MARK- 



A REMARKABLE STORY 
A GHOST, 

Thrice called for, as an Evidence, in a Court 
of Justice. 

A FARMER, on his return from the market at 
Southiimy in the <;ounty of Wamvick, was mxvc- 
dered. A man went the next morning to his 
house, and inquired of the mistress, if her husband 
came home the evening before ; she replied. No, 
and tl^t she was under the utmost anxiety and, 
terror on that account. ^* Your terror," added 
he, ^' cannot equal mine ; for, last night, as I lay 
in bed quite a^vake, the apparitioti of your hus- 
band appeared to me, shewed me several ghastly 
8tab9 in his body, told me that he had be^n mur- 
dered by such a person (naming the man), and his 
body thrown into such a marl-pit, which he then 
particularly described. The alarm was given, 
the pit searched, the b6dy found, and the wounds 
answered the description given of them. The 
man whom the ghost had accused > was appre- 
hended, and committed, on a violent suspicion of 
murder. His trial . came on at Warwick, before 
the Lord Chief Justice Raymond ;, when the jury 
would have convicted, as rashly as the magistrate 

had 
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had committed him, had not the judge checked 
them. He addressed himself to them in words to 
this purpose — *' I think. Gentlemen, you seem 
inclined to lay more stress on the evidence of an 
apparition than it will bear. I cannot say that I 
give much credit to these kind of stories : but^ be 
that as it will, we have no right to follow our own 
private opinions here. We are now in a court of 
law, and must determine according to it ; and I 
know of no law now in being, which will admit 
of the testimony of an apparition : nor yet, if it 
did^ doth the ghost appear to give evidence. 
Crier," said he, " call the ghost." Which was . 
thrice done, to no manner of purpose : it ap- 
peared not. " Gentlemen of the Jury," continued 
* the Judge, " the prisoner at the/ bar, as you have 
heard by undeniable witnesses^ is a man of the 
most unblemished character; nor has it appeared 
in the course of the examination, that there was 
any manner of quarrel or grudge between him and 
the party deceased. I do believe him to be per- 
fectly innocent ; and, as there is no evidence 
against him, either positive or circumstantial, he 
must be acquitted.: But, from many circum- 
stances which have arisen during the trial, I do 
strongly suspect that the gentleman who ^aW the 
apparition was himself the murderer : in whieh case 
he might easily ascertain the pit, the wounds, &c« 

without 
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without any supernatural assistance ; and on sus- 
picion, I shall think myself justified in committing 
iiim to close custody, till the matter can be fairly 
inquired into. This was immediately done, and a 
warrant granted for searching his house; when 
such strong proofs . of ^ guilt appeared against 
him, t|iat he confessed the murder : for which he 
was executed,' 
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LADY OF THE BLACK TOWER. 

BY MRS. ROBINSON. 

Watch no more the twinkling stars; 
Watch no more the chalky bourne; 
Lady, from the holy wars 
Never will thy love return ! 

Cease to watch, and cease to mourn ; 

Thy lover never will return! 

** Watch no more ihe yellow moon, 
. Peering o'er the mountain's head ; 
Rosy day, returning soon. 

Will see thy lover pale and dead I 
Cease to weep, and cease to mourn ; 
Thy lover will no more return. 

" Lady, 
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• ** Lady» in tbe holy wars. 

Fighting for the cross, he died; 
L.OW he lies, and many s<5ars 

Mark his oM and mangled side ; 
In his windingf-sheet he lies. 
Ladyi check those rendbg sighs. ^ 

'* Hark! the hollow-sounding gale . 

Seems to sweep in murmurs by. 
Sinking slowly down the vale ; 
Wherefore, gentle lady, sigh 1 

Wherefore moan, and wherefore sigh ? 
Lady, all that live must die. 

*< Now the stars are fading fost. 

Swift their brilliant course are run : 
Soon shall dreary night be past. 
Soon shall rise the cheering sun ! 

The sun will rise to gladden thee ; 
Lady, lady, cheerfol be." 

So spake a voicjfe ; while, sad and lone. 

Upon a lofty tow'r reclin*d; 
A lady sat : the pale moon shone. 
And sweetly blew the summer wind ; . 
Yet still, disconsolate in mind. 
The lovely lady sat reclin'd. 

L * The 



ttdd LADY OP rmBXA€K TOtirlBK. 

The lofty tow'r was iv^-Kilad ; 

^nd rouAd a dreary forest rose ; 
The midnight bell was tblUng sad^ 
Twas tolliiig foi^ a soul's repfise. 

The kdy4ieard the gates unclose, 
' Andfrom her seat in terror rose. 

The su;nmer moon shone bright and clear; 

She saw ihe castle gates unclose ; 
And now she saw four monks appear^ 
Loud chtotihg for a soul's repose. 

Forbear, O lady! look no more: * 
They passed — a.fivid c6rpse they bore. 

They pass'd, and all was siledt how; 
The breeze upon the forest slept ; 
The moon stole o'er the mountain's brow ;* 
Again the lady sigh'd and wept. 
^ She watch'd the holy fathers go 
Along the forest path below. 

And now the dawn was bright ; the dew 

Upon the yellow heath was seen; 
The clouds were of a rosy hue. 
The sunny lustre shone between : 
The lady to the chapel ran. 
While the slow matin pray'r began. 

And 
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And thea^ once more; the fiithers grey 

, She mark'dy employ'd in holy pray'r; « 

Her heart was full» she could not pray. 
For love and 'fear were masters there ! 
Ah» lady ( thou, wilt pray* ere long. 
To sleep tfaodt? lotiiely aisles among ! 

And now the malin prayers were o'er ; ^ 

The barefoot monk$» of order ^rey. 
Were thronging to the chapel door : 

When there the lady stopp'd the way; [pale 
** Tell me/' she cried, '' whose corpse so 
. Last night ye bore along the vale 1" 

** O lady! question us no more: ^''. , 

No co]]>se did we bear down th^ dale." 
The lajdy sunk upon the floor, 
' Her quiv'ring lip was dieathly psile I 

The barefoot monks uqv^. whisper'd, sad, 
*' Godg^rant our la'dy be n^^tmad!" 

The monks departing, one by ope,, ^ 

The chapel gates in silence close. 
When from, the altar steps of stone 
The trembling lady feebly goes; 

Whije morning sheds a ruby light, 
Ti^ painted windows glowing bright. 

L 2 And 
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And now she heard a hollbw sound ; 

It seem'd to come from graves below ; 
And now again she looked around, 
A voice came murm'ring sad and slow 
And now she heard it feebly cry^ 
** Lady, all that live must die f 

" Watch no more from yonder tow'r. 
Watch no more the star of day ! 
Watch no more the dawning hour, 
That chases sullen night away ! 

Cease to watch, and cease to mourn ; 
Thy lover wHI no more return!" 

She look'dP around, and now she view'd^ • 

Clad m a doublet gold and green, 

A youthful knight : he frowning stood. 

And noble was his mournful mien ; 

And nOw he said, with heaving sigl^ 
, ** Lady, all that live must die**^ 
• 
She rose to quit the altar^s stone, 

She*cast a look to heaven, and sigh'd ; 
When, lo! the youthful knight was gone; 
And, scowling by the lady's side. 

With sightless skull and bony hand,. 
She saw a giant spectre stand ! 



Hi 
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His flowing robe wsu long and clear. 

His ribs were wbite as drifted snow* 
The lady's heart was chill'd with fear; 
She rose, but scarce had power to go; 
The sp^tre grinii'd a dreadful smile. 
And walk'd beside her down the aisle. 

And now he wav-d hid ratfling hand; 

And now they reached the chapel dc^or. 
And there^the spectre took his stand; - 
While, rising from the marble floor, 
A hollow voice was heard to cry, 
*' Lady, all that live must die. * 

" Watch no more the evening star ! 

Watch no more the glimpse of morn ! 
Never from the holy war, ' 

Lady, will thy love return! - 

See this bloody cross ; and, see. 
His bloody scarf he sends to thee !'' ' 

And how again the youthful knight 
Stood smiling by the lady*s side ! 
His helmet shone with crimson light. 
His sword with drops of blood was dy'd : 
And now a soft and mournful song 
Stole the chapel aisles among. 

. L 3 Now 
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Now from the spectre's paley ^etl^ - 

The flesh began to waste away t 
The vaulted doors were heard to creak. 
And dark became the summer day ! 

The spectre^s eyes were sunk, but he 
Seem'd with their sockets still to see ^ 

The second bell jLs heard to ring : 

Four barefoot monks, of orders grey» 
Again their holy service sing» 

And round their chapel altar pray : 
The lady counted o'er and o'er, 
,And shudder'd while she counted /our t 

" Oh ! fathers, who was he, so gay^ 
' That stood beside the chapel door? 
Oh ! tell me, fathers, tell me, pray," 
The monks replied,"^' We fathers four: 
Lady, no other have we seen. 
Since in this holy place we've been T 

PART SECOND. 

Now the merry bugle-hom 

Through the forest sounded far ; 
When on the lofty tow'r, forlorn. 
The }ally watch'd tie evening star; 

The evening star that seemed to be 
^ Rising, from the dark'ned sea. 

The 
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The summer sea was dark and still. 

The sky was streak'd with lines of gold^ ' . 
Th^ mist rose gi[;^y. above the hiil. 
And low the clouds of amber rqll'd: 
The lady on the lofty tow'r 
Watch'd the calm and silent hour. 

And while she wateh'd, she saw advance 
A ship, with painted streamers gay: 
She saw it on the green wave dance^ 
• And phinge amid the silver spray ;,* 

While from the forest's haunts forlorn^ 
Again she heard the bugle horn» 

The sails were full ; the breezes rose ; ^ 

The billows curl'd along the shore ; 
And now the day began to close — 
The bugle horn was heard no more. 
But, rising from the wat'ry way 
An airy voice was heard to say — 

, " Watch no^more the evenmg star; 
Watch no more the billowy sea; 
I^ady, from the holy war* 
. Thy lover hastes to comfort thee : ' 
Lady, lady, cease to mourn ; 
Soon thy lover will return." , 

Nov 
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Now sh^ hastens to the bay ; 

Now the rising storm she hears ; 
Now the sailors smiiiagsay,. ^ 
'* Lady, lady, check yoijir fears ; 
Trust us> jady; we will be 
Tour pilots o'er the storny sea/' 

Now the little bark she ▼iew'd^ 

Moor'd beside the flinty steeps 
And now, upon the foamy flood. 
The tranquil breezes seemed to sleep. 
The moon arose ; her «ilver ray 
Seem'd on the silent d^ep to play. 

Now music stole across the main v 

It was a sweet but mournful tope ; 
It came a slow and dulcet strain; 
It came from where the pale moon shone : 
And while it pass'd across the sea. 
More soft and sojft it seem'd to be. 

Now on the deck the lady stands. 

The vessel steers across the main ; 
It steers towards the Holy Land, 
Never to return again : 

Still the sailors cry, " We'll he 
Tour pilots o'er the stormy sea/ 



Now 
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Now she he^rs a low voice say. 
Deeper, deeper, deeper still r 
Hark ! the black'ning billows play r 
Hark ! the waves the vessel fill : 
Lower, lower, down we go ; 
All is dark and still below/' 

Now a flash of vivid light 

On the rolling deep was seen f 
And now the lady saw the knight. 

With doublet rich, of gold and green: 
From the sopkets of hiS' eyes, 
A pale and streaming light she spies. 

And now his form transparent stood,. 

SiHHingwitb a ghastly mien*: 
And now the calm and boundless flood 
Was like the emerald, bright and green ; 
And now 'twas of a troubled hue. 
While '' Deeper, deeper," sang the crew. 

Slow advaneed the morning light. 

Slow they plough'd the wavy tide ; 
When, on a cliff of dreadful height, 
A castle's lofty tow'r they spied : 
The lady heard the sailor-band 
Cry. *' Lady, this is Holy Land. 

"Watch 
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" Watch no more the glitfring spray; 

Watch no more the weedy sand; 
Watch no: more the star of day ; 
Lady, this is Holy Land: • * 

This castle's lorc| sfcaU welcome thee ; 
Then, tady, lady, chfeerfultcr 

Now tlie castle-gates they pass; 

Now across the spacious squafe^ 
Cover'd high with dewy grass. 
Trembling steals the. lady fair : 

And now the castle's lord was seen, 
. (!!lad in a doublet gold and green. 

* He led her through the Gothic hall. 

With bones and skulls encircled round ; ^ 
'' Oh, let not this thy ^oul aippal!" 
He cried, " for this is holy ground/' ' 

He led her through the chambers lone, 
'Mid many a shriek and aiemy a groan. 

Now to the baaquetHcoom they eaaie: 

Around a table of bla^k stone. 
She mark'd a fi^int and vapoury flame; 
Upon the horrid feast it shone*- . 

And there, to close the madd'ning sight, 
U^^unber'd spectres met^tke light. 

Their 
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Their teeth were like the brilliant^ bright; 

Their eyes were blue as sapphire clear; 
^h^ir bones were, of a. polish'd white ; 

-Gigantic did their ribs appear ! 
. ' And now the knight the lady led, 

. Aqd placed her at the table's head ! 



Just now the JadywoAre: — for she 

.Had slept upon the lofty towV, 
'And dreams of dreadful phantasi^ 

Had filFd the lonely moonlight hour: 
Her pillow was the turret stone. 

And OB her breast the pale moon sbt)tfe« 

But now a real voice she hears^ : 

It was her lover's voice ; for he. 
To csdm her bosom's rending 'fears. 
That night had cro'ss'd the stormy sea : 
'* I come," said he, *' from Palestine, 
To prove myself, sweet Lady, ikimJ' 
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